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Stories  of  Old  Stumpstown 


I. 

THE  VILLAGE. 

It  is  not  the  aim  or  purpose  of  this  ])aper  to  compile  in  a 
chronological  order  all  the  facts  and  events  in  the  history  of 
Eredericksburg,  but  rather  to  preserve  old  tales  and  reminis- 
cences of  the  last  century  and  of  prior  periods  of  time.  To 
accomplish  this  purpose  even  imperfectly,  one  must  draw  on 
various  sources  of  information,  but  largely  on  ancient  tradi- 
tions as  they  have  been  transmitted  verbally  from  one  gener- 
ation to  another. 

It  is  impossible  to  embrace  w'ithin  the  scope  of  a paper 
like  this,  the  complete  story  of  the  early  settlers.  They  came 
from  the  banks  of  the  German  Rhine,  from  Suabia  and  from 
the  valleys  and  mountain  slopes  of  Switzerland.  Moreover, 
it  appears  evident  that  a number  of  families  had  dropped  out 
of  the  straggling  columns  of  the  migrating  wanderers  who 
came  from  Schoharie,  In  New  York,  down  the  Susquehanna 
and  up  the  Swatara,  had  found  abiding  places  in  Bethel  town- 
ship, and  that  some  of  their  descendants  in  later  years  drifted 
to  the  village.  Some  few  of  the  male  settlers  were  brought 
across  the  ocean  at  the  expense  of  the  English  king,  George 
III,  who  had  hired  them  to  assist  in  His  Majesty’s  attempt 
to  (luell  the  rebellion  of  the  colonies.  These  were  among  the 
Hessians,  taken  as  prisoners  of  war  by  General  Washington 
at  Trenton,  and  they  ])referred  to  remain  in  the  land  which 
tliey  were  sent  to  sul)due  and  to  make  it  their  home.  Among 
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them  were  the  Waldo-Martins.  Others  belonged  to  that  class 
of  immigrants  known  as  “redemptioners,”  who  were  sold  to 
serve  for  a term  of  years  for  money  which  was  to  pay  their 
ship  passage  across  the  sea.  Among  these  were  the  Klinglers. 
lloth  Hessians  and  redemptioners  became  industrious  and  use- 
ful citizens,  and  their  descendants,  developed  into  highly 
respectable  pillars  of  the  community. 

ITS  FOUNDER. 

The  village  was  laid  out  by  Frederick  Stump,  who,  with 
his  father,  John  Frederick  Stump,  came  from  Fleidelberg  town- 
ship. The  elder  Stump,  in  1761,  bought  a tract  of  land  from 
John  Reynolds.  The  father  of  this  Reynolds  had  taken  out 
letters  patent  for  193  acres,  and  by  will  had  bequeathed  this 
land  to  his  son  and  namesake.  Within  this  tract  is  located  the 
greater  portion  of  the  town,  but  the  western  section  is  on  land 
for  which  a warrant  was  taken  out  by  John  Suavely  in  1733. 
Suavely  also  sold  town  lots,  but  to  Stump  belongs  the  honor 
of  founding  the  town. 

The  earliest  sale  of  town  lots  took  place  in  May,  1761. 
In  that  month  Frederick  Stump  and  Anna,  his  wife,  sold  two 
lots,  one  to  Andrew  Klunk  and  one  to  Michael  Hoffman.  Both 
purchasers,  we  find,  belonged  to  the  committee  to  whom  John 
Suavely  in  1766  sold  the  tract  now  comprising  Saint  John’s 
graveyard,  and  on  which  the  first  church  was  erected  in  1767. 
In  1765.  Stump  sold  another  lot  to  Christian  Caufifman,  and 
an  old  parchment  deed  in  the  writer’s  possession  substanti- 
ates the  fact  that  in  March,  1764,  John  Suavely  and  Mary,  his 
wife,  sold  a tract  of  two  acres  and  fifteen  perches  also  to 
Christian  Cauffman,  ‘‘minister.”  The  deed  stipulates  that  the 
purchaser,  within  eighteen  months,  build  thereon  a “dwelling- 
house’  not  less  in  its  dimensions  than  sixteen  feet  square,  with 
a chimney  of  brick  or  stone. 

1 he  place  received  the  name  of  Fredericksburg,  but  was 
often  called  “Newtown,  oftener  ‘‘Stumpstown,”  and  at  times 
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“Nassau.”  All  of  these  names  were  used  in  old  deeds  of  the 
sixties  and  later.  “Nassau”  stuck  for  a long  time  to  the  south- 
eastern district,  as  still  does  the  name  “Reamstown”  to  the 
northern  part  of  Mechanic  street.  This  thoroughfare,  from 
the  fact  that  it  straggles  “back”  towards  the  mountain  like  the 
tail  of  a kite,  received  the  nickname  of  “Schwanz-reime’ 
Shtross,”  “Schwanz-reime’  ’’  signifying  a crupper,  or  tailpiece, 
h'rom  this  vulgar  cognomen  was  evolved  the  name  “Reams- 
town.” 


THE  POST  OFFICE. 

In  the  year  1826  a postoffice  was  established  in  the  place, 
which,  with  eminent  propriety,  received  the  name  of  Stumps- 
town.  It  was  euphonious,  and  was  easily  pronounced  by  the 
German  tongue.  It  should  have  been  retained,  but  in  1843,  at 
the  suggestion  of  certain  fastidious  individuals,  who  probably 
associated  the  name  with  the  stumps  of  forest  trees,  a change 
was  made  by  the  postal  authorities  at  Washington,  and  it 
became  Fredericksburg,  after  Frederick  Stump’s  first  name. 
A number  of  persons  regretted  this  change,  for  the  reason  that 
mail,  destined  for  Stumpstown,  was  frequently  missent  to  the 
post  office  at  Fredericksburg  in  Virginia,  the  contraction  of 
the  name  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  address  looking  very  much 
like  that  of  the  name  of  Virginia,  and  the  postal  clerks  of  that 
day  not  being  educated  up  to  the  point  of  the  present  incum- 
bents by  any  civil  service  requirements. 

The  first  postmaster  was  Dr.  Amos  Shannon,  and  the  first 
mail  carrier  was  Adam  Byle,  who  bore  the  mail-bag  traveling 
on  foot,  once  a week  to  and  from  Lebanon,  and  his  burden  was 
comparatively  light. 

In  those  days  newspapers  were  very  few,  only  three  week- 
lies being  published  in  Lebanon — the  “Beohochtcr”  the  “Lib- 
aiioiicr  M orgnistcrn"  and  “The  Lebanon  Courier.”  Postal 
cards  were  unknown,  and  letter  writing  was  mostly  confined 
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to  business  correspondence,  which  also  was  light.  Seventy 
to  eighty  per  cent  of  the  women  could  not  write,  and  in  signing 
their  names  to  legal  documents  they  made  their  mark.  In  the 
writer’s  possession  are  a number  of  deeds,  bearing  dates  from 
1764  to  1837,  which  contain  the  signatures  of  fifteen  women, 
twelve  of  whom  made  their  sign  manual  in  the  form  of  a 
cross. 

Dr.  Shannon,  as  postmaster,  was  succeeded  by  Jacob  Rudy, 
David  Feehrer,  Daniel  Spangler,  Christian  Long,  William 
Sarge,  Levi  Bickel,  John  H.  Lick,  William  Gelbach,  John 
Paine,  Samuel  Weaber,  and  Levi  Shiffler.  The  last  named 
gentleman  held  the  office  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 

THE  CANAL  BOAT. 

Stumpstown  was  sometimes  spoken  of  as  the  “Navy 
Yard,”  This  was  a term  of  derision  and  opprobrium,  used 
by  persons  of  other  places  who  bore  a grudge  against  certain 
people  of  the  village.  These  persons,  it  is  said,  so  nicknamed 
it  after  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  which  region  at  that 
time  was  notorious  for  its  immorality,  to  which  they,  evidently, 
were  no  strangers.  It  has  been  suggested  to  the  writer  that 
the  nickname  may  have  been  bestowed  on  the  place  from  the 
fact  that  here,  in  1828,  was  built  a canal  boat  soon  after  the 
opening  of  the  Union  Canal. 

Two  enterprising  gentlemen,  named  Henry  and  Martin 
Meily,  had  the  vessel  constructed  in  the  vacant  portion  of  St. 
John’s  grave-yard,  whence  it  was  carried  on  strong  wagons 
drawn  by  'horses  to  Jonestown,  and  there  launched  on  the 
waters  of  the  raging  canal.  It  was  called  “Columbus”  and 
it  .is  said  to  have  carried  freight  for  many  years  between  Phila- 
delphia and  points  west.  Whether  it  ever  crossed  the  Alle- 
ghenies by  portage,  tradition  fails  to  say.  This,  however,  is 
not,  likely,  since  all  boats  carried  across  the  mountains,  were 
built  in  sections,  which  were  taken  apart  before  being  carried 
across  from  the  terminus  of  one  canal  to  that  of  the  other.  The 


/'X  'v'3i 


r4'f:iW;i*.v 


W. 


1 r-n:wje 


• ' '■ 

m^'x\  '■: 


;■'  ■!»■•*■  •*'  '';  '•  . Vi  ?’{•>■'  't'Uf  fj| 

' *>'  *n'  '■■!  ■■  ' v-,/»‘>  ^yhmrhM 


"jf.puMA'  ' x,*'  /.  • •.  j/v  ■>•..«<!>■  •M'fi  st^riiciw  ol'  k<Hrt  , ^xv.vi 


;'>f.h"  ;’<(  /•••Xf#  fj;<criw  ,ic  '9'vbwi  ...  >i\ 

.AJ?Cn.) 


, - i ' . <;.*  ■ 'V-  . ./in'.  ;»«>'  (fcfi  .•»<! 

■ I ‘ /'.'  /.;  iTi.i  hr‘f>^.i'\c\{.i  hvficX{ 

■ii'-  \'‘>iv:j'/v  * ' ,^‘r'^  ii 


iii 


' '‘'i'}  ■ j..i  - ••;.c,7/  '>r^'  ryaf'^Kf  • •jF>i1fer  t^.f  4M  fiiiraU;hfy^ 

.'XU'’U . :,>  ij  WT 


•■  X '■  ifh  w '’’■■■■'  «{;,•-  >,isw  n wi»yj,rf 

)■.'  .15'  iy^'V/  , ' 

m 


<;; : •■  '1  . '.  iHiS 

■ ' '.jSI  ’ '■ 

• ' Xd-* ';■’)(■/ .'■;  ^ 

I'^M  •!.:  1 /( 

■ II ' '( ■ 1 ' 

i‘j  , •>'jr‘l : :';■>!, *X, 

7 


<;|IH  i vAH'il 
<.K'  t •’■•  tryfd  u\ti  tl  . tm-  ^-taV: 

;■■■*'  ..■'■.■7't  .'»-,,;y;,  '^'v!  t,;i- 

••''  f*’’"..  <v:r>/  ).■•*,<  wl  ti.iU-'X  k\  ‘Ilyf  ■ i*l4?  J3&"] 

f/OklU  Ui'b  ' ‘U:>  ■J^ky«r|a 

■ ' "I'  orwT  •■'% 

•■  ■■  ••'/'■i  (XKj  vJ'  'fo<5rl'  ,'.y;I.w/.'' 

- hi\UXW  \Hnj'Ui':  ff<*  rr'i;“r»»v,^»  Isf  r^Mwiw  , ^ 

'•»  < ■ V'»'r’j  yr.vfAf.r^pffCii;  '/(I-  iy^ini') 

X..  ^.  , *' ' l;rx>ilv  -AV/  fi  flidl , )<J( 

'■I’si'i  ;rU^'V  a A M&n' jJ  ,' 

•-'K^  'I':;  i .„-.vr/o  ‘!wffry(jV/  .‘jiitn’Hj’  bfS 

■ ■ d :/  ■ ah'^T 

*j-,'--.v/  .,v'ivs!!dj^>.ffi  >il)  „vt'i»5^»Cxii<s>n 

i<!T'  -x4i  "ft''  tjiili 


'•■■xr , 


HISTORY  OF  STUMPSTOWN 


157 


conveying  of  this  boat  over  a distance  of  four  miles,  was  quite 
an  exciting  event.  Accompanying  the  immense  wagon,  or  car, 
with  its  unique  load,  were  a numerous  throng  of  men  and  boys 
stepping  and  running  to  the  music  of  fife  and  drum.  On 
arriving  at  Jonestown,  a halt  was,  of  course,  made  at  the  several 
taverns  in  the  village,  where  Jonh  Barley-Corn  joined  in  the 
ceremonies  and  assisted  in  making  the  occasion  one  of  hilarity 
and  festive  good  will. 


DOROTHEA  FOCHT. 

On  this  same  church-yard  rest  the  remains  of  the  first 
child  born  in  Lebanon,  then  Steitstown.  The  child’s  name  was 
Dorothea,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  Focht.  She  was 
born  on  March  i6,  1760;  was  first  married  to  Michael  Ramler, 
and  a second  time  to  Peter  Grove,  of  Fredericksburg,  where 
she  died.  In  a paper  bearing  date  of  March  8,  1750,  when 
George  Steits  laid  out  his  town,  he  offered  a lot  of  ground  to 
the  first  child  born  in  it,  provided  it  should  be  a boy. 
Ffappening  to  be  a girl,  Dorothea  failed  to  become  a real  estate 
owmer  in  her  infancy,  and  George  Steits  kept  his  lot  to  sell 
for  a material  consideration.  A headstone,  bearing  the  name 
of  “Dorothea  Groff’’,  marks  her  grave  in  St.  Jothn’s  church- 
yard. 

In  1826  Fritz  Wetzel,  of  Fredericksburg,  was  the  con- 
stable of  Bethel  township,  and  John  fiMber  was  the  collector 
of  taxes.  Faber  was  followed  by  Philip  Kreps  in  1827.  In 
the  same  year  Ludwig  Gettel  received  from  the  County  Com- 
missioners $12.35  to  pay  for  the  election  expenses  in  Bethel. 
He  was  the  “judge”  and  took  the  returns  to  the  county  seat. 
In  the  year  1833  Henry  Miller  was  Assessor  and  Tax-collector. 

DOMESTIC  ECONOMY. 

I he  early  Stumpstowners  were  economical  folk.  Tax-rid- 
den, impoverished  and  o]:>pressed  for  generations;  their  native 
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country  swept  by  fire  and  sword  and  devastated  by  the  religious 
wars  waged  between  Teuton  and  Gaul,  their  forefathers  had 
learned,  and  taught  their  sons  and  daughters,  to  be  frugal  in 
their  daily  domestic  life.  The  great  blind  preacher,  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon,  of  England  said  in  a London  pulpit  that  “he  who 
has  learned  to  practice  domestic  economy,  has  learned  half  the 
lessons  of  this  life.”  This  lesson  the  German  immigrant  had 
learned  to  perfection  in  the  painful  struggle  for  existence  on 
both  sides  of  the  /Atlantic.  It  is  said  that  a certain  villager 
thought  he  knew  all  about  the  art  of  saving,  when  he  heard 
of  a distant  fellow-citizen  who,  it  was  said,  was  more  frugal 
even  than  himself.  Eager  ever  to  learn,  he  resolved  to  call  on 
him,  and  one  evening  on  doing  so,  he  found  him  at  work  by 
the  light  of  a tallow  candle.  He  stated  the  object  of  his  visit 
by  saying  that  he  came  for  a friendly  talk  on  economy.  “Very 
well,”  was  the  reply,  “but  we  can  talk  just  as  well  in  the  dark, 
and  save  the  candle !”  on  sa)dng  which  he  blew  out 
the  light.  The  seeker  after  knowledge  had  learned  his  lesson 
and  soon  departed,  a wiser  and  more  economical,  if  not  a 
better  man. 

A very  frugal  worker  in  leather  one  day  saw  his  neighbor, 
a merchant,  eat  an  apple  and  throw  the  parings  and  the  core 
out  on  the  street.  “That  man,”  he  remarked  to  his  son,  “will 
never  come  to  anything,  for  he  throw's  away  what  he  should 
feed  to  his  pigs !” 

Another  had  a visitor  from  a distance,  a relative,  who 
had  come  on  horseback  and  remained  for  dinner.  Before 
sitting  down  to  the  frugal  repast  the  horse  was  given  his 
fodder,  but  while  the  meal  was  in  progress  the  grandfather  in 
the  family  cjuietly  stole  away  to  the  stable  and  removed  the 
animal’s  feed  from  the  trough.  Returning  to  the  company 
he  said,  “Gah”  jetz  nur  furt,  dei’  Gaul  ist  jetz  guit  g’fudertk’ 
(You  can  just  go  now,  your  liorse  is  well  fed!) 
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II 

THE  CHURCHES 
ST.  John's. 

Before  Frederick  Stump  came  to  lay  out  the  village 
which  has  borne  both  of  his  names,  the  settlers  of  the  region 
north  and  south  of  the  Swatara,  met  for  the  purposes  of 
worship  in  a primitive  log  structure,  known  as  the  “Church 
of  the  Swatara.”  This  was  located  about  midway  between 
Fredericksburg  and  Jonestown,  and  in  it  ministered  the  lay 
preacher,  Conrad  Templeman  for  twenty-five  years.  In  1757 
is  is  said,  the  building  was  destroyed  by  the  Indians.  The 
authority  for  this  statement  is  Rev.  William  Stoy’s  report  to 
the  deputies  in  Holland.  In  this  report  he  speaks  of  “three 
churches  beyond  the  Tulpehocken”  thus  destroyed,  and  is  is 
believed  one  of  these  was  the  “Church  of  the  Swatara.” 

It  was  the  period  of  the  French  and  Indian  War,  when 
crops  were  laid  waste,  dwellings  were  burnt  down  and  many 
of  the  white  settlers  were  murdered  by  the  savages  in  this  sec- 
tion. A farmer  by  the  name  of  Spitler  was  shot  and  killed 
within  a distance  of  three  miles  of  Stump’s  New  Town.  The 
times  were  fearful  and  unsettled,  and  it  was  not  until  nearly 
ten  years  later,  that  steps  were  taken  to  rear  a church  edifice 
in  Stumpstown. 

Among  the  old  writings  in  the  possession  of  Jacob 
Shnotterly,  at  Fredericksburg,  is  a document  bearing  these 
words;  “Deed  to  Saint  John’s  German  Lutheran  Congregation, 
for  a lot  at  Newtown,  Bethel  Township,  Lancaster  County, 
dated  June  12,  1766,  from  John  Suavely  and  Mary,  his  wife, 
given  to  Michael  Lloflfman,  Andrew  Klunk,  John  Sheirer, 
Nicholas  Woolfe,  Valentine  Eemerich  and  Jacob  Waggoner, 
Trustees  and  Wardens  of  the  German  Lutheran  Congregation, 
settled  and  established  at  .Newtown.  Consideration  ten  shillings 
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and  a yearly  rental  of  five  shillings  sterling  on  every  first  day 
of  May,  forever  hereafter  to  be  paid  to  the  Lords  of  the  town 
aforsaid.  The  lot  is  twelve  by  fifteen  perches  in  extent. 

Tradition  says  that,  owing*  to  some  disagreement  between 
Mr.  Suavely  and  certain  members  of  the  newly  organized 
church,  the  deed  was  never  signed.  This  story  is  undoubtedly 
true,  and  the  fact  may  possibly  become  the  embryo  of  a big 
lawsuit  in  the  far-off  future  when,  mayhap,  Fredericksburg 
town-lots  shall  have  become  as  valuable  as  those  in  the  centre 
of  New  York  City.  (The  traditional  statement  has  also  raised 
the  question  .in  the  writer’s  mind,  whether  an  imperfect  title 
to  the  land  has  been  the  reason  that  no  burial  blocks  have  ever 
been  sold,  and  that  no  one  has  ever  been  denied  burial  there. 

In  1767  the  rearing  of  a church  edifice  in  the  village  was 
begun.  Like  the  dwelling-houses  of  the  “New  Town,”  it  was 
built  of  logs  and  was  modest  in  appearance  and  plain  in  its 
architecture.  It  served  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed 
for  sixty  years.  Dr.  Egle  says  in  his  history  of  Lebanon 
county,  that  it  was  replaced  by  a frame  structure  which  in 
turn,  was  torn  down  in  1827,  just  before  the  occurence  of  the 
great  fire.  (This  is  denied  by  others,  and  the  writer  inclines 
to  the  belief  of  the  latter,  that  there  was  only  one  church  prior 
to  1827. 

It  was  the  noted  John  Casper  Stoever  who  dedicated  this 
first  Fredericksburg  church  late  in  the  sixties  or  early  in  the 
seventies,  and  in  1774,  Rev.  Emmanuel  Schultz  was  installed 
as  a regular  minister.  He  served  nine  years  and  was  suc- 
ceeded in  1783  by  Rev.  Wiilhelm  Kurtz,  who  remained  six 
years.  I'ollowing  him  came  Rev.  Georg'e  Lochman,  who 
preached  in  Lebanon  from  1794  to  1815.  He  preached  his  in- 
troductory sermon  at  Stumpstown  three  days  before  Christmas 
in  1779.  Educated  In  j)art  in  the  Lhiiversity  of  ITnnsylvaiiia, 
and  being  earnest  of  spirit,  he  became  a noted  man  in  the 
Lutheran  church.  small  marble  monument  erec'ted  to  his 
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memory,  may  be  seen  in  a church-yard  near  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  station  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.  It  bears  this  inscription: 

GEORGE  EOCeMAN,  D.D. 

After  32  years  of  active  preaching,  departed  this 
Life  10th  day  of  January,  1826,  aged 
52  years,  7 months  and  10  days. 

Dr.  Lochman  served  five  years  at  Fredericksburg,  and 
was  succeeded  by  one  of  those  gentlemen  who  rejoice  in  a 
multiplicity  of  given  names.  This  was  the  Rev.  Victor  George 
Charles  Stoch,  who  came  in  February,  1804,  and  left  in  De- 
cember, 1805,  serving  a period  of  less  than  two  years.  At  that 
time  the  villiage  contained  25  dwellings. 

Who  ministered  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  little 
community  during  the  interim  between  1805  and  1812  is  not 
a matter  of  record.  All  that  we  know  is  that  on  January  12. 
1812,  Rev.  J.  Heinrich  Von  Hofif  came  and  began  his  term  of 
ministerial  duties  in  which  he  continued  until  1819.  In  1818 
he  united  in  marriage  the  writer’s  grandparents,  John  Grumbein 
and  Susanna  Feehrer. 

In  midsummer  of  1819  Rev.  John  Stein,  of  East  Hanover 
preached  his  first  sermon,  and  he  remained  the  pastor  of  the 
Lutheran  Congregation  for  the  long  term  of  forty  years.  He 
was  educated  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.  His  last  services  were  held 
on  April  10,  1859.  He  is  still  remembered  by  many  elderly 
persons  as  a mild-mannered  gentle-spoken,  kind-hearted  gentle- 
man of  the  old  school,  spare  of  figure,  dressed  in  an  old 
fashioned  swallow-tailed  coat  and  a high  fur  hat,  with  a brown 
silk  handkerchief  around  his  neck.  He  used  good,  grammat- 
ical high  German  in  conducting  his  services,  as  well  as  in  his 
every-day  social  life.  During  his  term  of  service  the  old 
wooden  church  was  torn  down  to  l)e  replaced  by  the  brick 
structure  in  1827.  He  died  on  March  20,  i860,  and  was  buried 
at  Jonestown.  After  his  demise  the  not  unusual  difficulities  arose 
in  choosing  a successor.  Some  of  the  meetings  held  for  the 
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purpose  were  quite  stormy,  and  the  unseemly  spirit  of  faction 
and  strife  was  rampant  for  a season.  Finally  Rev.  William 
Gerhard  was  elected  who  filled  the  Lutheran  pulpit  up  to  the 
year  1867,  when  he  resigned  and  moved  to  Martinsburg,  West 
Virginia. 

Rev.  William  Gerhardt,  D.  D.  was  a remarkable  person, 
possessed  of  a spirit  of  untiring  industry  and  great  determin- 
ation. Born  October  28,  1817,  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany, 
he  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents  in  his  infancy. 
He  acquired  enough  of  an  education  in  the  common  schools  to 
become  a teacher  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  taught  several 
winters  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  performing  manual  labor 
during  the  summer.  But  he  was  ambitious  to  enter  upon  a higher 
sphere  of  life  work.  By  practicing  great  self-denial,  and  re- 
ceiving some  pecuniary  aid  from  the  church  he  accomplished 
his  object.  He  was  graduated  from  Pennsylvania  College  at 
Gettysburg  in  1841,  and  studied  Theology  at  the  same  place. 
He  soon  took  a high  rank  as  a Lutheran  minister,  and  had  the 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  conferred  on  him.  He  preached  in  both 
the  English  and  the  German,  frequently  three  times  in  one  day, 
traveling  twenty  to  thirty  miles  on  such  days.  After  his 
resignation  of  the  Fredericksburg  pulpit,  he  became  the  superin_ 
tendant  of  the  city  schools  of  Martinsburg  and  principal  of  the 
high  school  of  that  city,  where  he  is  still  living  at  the  advanced 
age  of  92  years. 

Although  the  ground  was  granted  to  the  Lutherans,  and 
the  plan  of  the  founders  originally  was,  no  doubt  that  the 
church  should  be  exclusivly  Lutheran,  yet  we  find  that  the 
Reformed  people  at  an  early  day  had  a share  in  it.  There  was 
a community  of  language,  a community  of  social  interest  and  a 
feeling  of  brotherhood  strong  enough  to  put  out  of  sight  the 
difference  between  the  creed  of  thcAugsburg*  confession  and 
that  of  the  Pleidelberg  catechism.  Plence  the  two  congre- 
gations had  services  alternately  in  the  same  building  and  it 
became  a “Lhiion  Church.” 
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It  is  stated  that  the  first  pastor  to  serve  the  Reformed 
congregation  was  Rev.  William  Hendel,  of  Lancaster,  who 
came  at  intervals  to  preach  at  private  houses  before  the  erection 
of  the  first  church.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  following  named 
preachers : 


Rev.  John  Conrad  Bucher .iFrom  1767-1780 

Rev.  John  M.  Runkel “ 1780-1784 

Rev.  Andrew  Lorentz “ 1775-1786 

Rev.  Ludwig  Lupp “ 1786-1798 

Rev.  William  Heister “ 1800-1824 

Rev.  J5hn  Gring “ 1824-1870 

Rev.  William  R.  Reilly “ 1870-1872 

Rev.  C.  H.  Mutchler “ 1872-1878 


In  the  twenties  the  question  of  erecting  a new  church  was 
agitated,  and  at  a meeting  held  on  November  25,  1826,  reso- 
lutions were  passed  to  put  up  a new  building.  It  was  to  be 

place  of  worship  for  both  the  German  Reformed  and  the 
Lutheran  congregations  on  an  even  footing,  with  the  privilege 
of  holding  funeral  services  in  it  extended  to  the  Mennonites, 
who  contributed  rather  liberally  to  the  project.  All  others  sects 
were  excluded  and  were  to  be  admitted  only  by  special  per- 
mission. 

John  Desh,  Lutheran,  and  Jacob  Weaber,  Reformed,  were 
appointed  to  solicit  and  collect  subscriptions,  and  Rev,  John 
Gring  was  elected  as  treasurer.  The  building  committe  con- 
sisted of  six  persons  as  follows : 


Lutherans. 


Reformed. 


Rev.  John  Stein, 

John  'Behney, 

Jacob  Grumbein. 


Philip  Weaber, 

Peter  Rudy, 

Jacob  Wagner. 


The  new  church  was  to  be  of  brick,  it  was  to  have  a steeple 
with  a bell,  and  it  was  to  be  46  by  48  feet  in  size. 


The  corner  stone  was  laid  on  the  22nd  of  July,  1827,  on 
which  occasion,  beside  the  local  pastors,  were  present  Rev’s. 
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W.  G.  Earnest,  of  Lebanon,  Isaiah  Zehl,  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
Wilhelm  Zeiser,  of  Lebanon  and  Carl  Gottlieb  Blecher,  of 
Bethel.  It  is  said  that  Rev.  Gring  carried  nearly  all  the  water 
for  the  masons  and  bricklayers,  on  a wheelbarrow  from  the 
east  end  of  the  village.  The  bricks  were  made  300  yards  south 
of  the  church,  by  Andrew  Seltzer.  The  bell  was  bought  at 
J’hiladelphia  at  a cost  of  $156.24.  It  weighed  289  pounds,  and 
is  still  in  use. 

The  interior  of  the  building  was  modeled  after  the  fashion 
of  the  day.  A capacious  gallery  ran  around  three  sides,  while 
the  canopy-topped  box-like  pulpit  was  on  the  east  side. 
Surrounding  a square  altar  hi  front  of  the  pulpit,  was  a wood- 
en railing,  on  the  outside  of  which  stood  the  members  when 
the  eucharist  was  administered  to  them.  All  the  inside  was 
painted  white.  There  were  three  doors,  opening  on  the  north, 
south  and  west.  For  fifteen  years  it  was  heated  by  means  of 
two  large  wood-stoves,  but  in  1842  a pair  if  coal-stoves  were 
bought  and  placed  just  west  of  the  altar.  Jacob  Shnotterly 
has  left  a well-kept  account  book,  now  in  the  possession  of  his 
grandson  and  namesake,  which  shows  that  Andrew  Walborn 
was  treasurer  in  1788,  Samuel  Gilbert  in  1790,  George  Walborn 
and  Philip  Weaber  in  1794  and  later.  From  1826  to  1831 
Rev.  John  Gring  filled  the  office,  when  Jacob  Shnotterly  was 
appointed  and  kept  the  books  for  a period  of  35  years  to  1867. 

The  music  consisted  of  congregational  singing,  conducted 
by  a leader  or  “foresinger.”  For  a score  of  years  this  office 
was  satisfactorily  filled  by  Isaac  Barto  at  a salary  of  five 
dollars  per  year.  In  1856  an  organ  was  placed  on  the  west 
gallery  by  Mr.  Kantner,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  and  Andrew  Sharp, 
of  near  Mt.  Zion,  became  the  organist  and  song  leader.  Mr. 
Tobias  Krall  was  one  of  the  committee  to  collect  the  money 
for  the  payment  of  the  organ.  On  soliciting  a contribution 
from  a somewhat  close-fisted  members  of  the  community,  he 
met  with  no  success,  but  was  told  that  the  organ  was  quite 
unnecessary. 
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“I  have  no  use  for  an  organ,”  said  he,  “I  don’t  want  any.” 

“Neither  do  I want  it,”  said  Mr.  Krall,  “but  there  are 
others  who  want  to  have  it.” 

“Very  well,  very  well,  then  let  the  others  also  pay  for  it !” 
was  the  reply. 

In  1891,  after  serving  its  purpose  sixty-four  years,  the  old 
brick  structure  was  torn  down,  and  another  built  on  the  old  site 
but  on  a modern  plan,  comprising  an  auditorium  and  a base- 
ment hall.  The  latter  has  been  completed,  but  after  a lapse 
of  nearly  a score  of  years,  the  auditorium  still  remains  in  an 
unfinished  condition. 

# 

THE  WINEBRENNER  MEETING-HOUSE. 

In  the  year  1844  was  erected  the  “Union  Bethel  Church,” 
more  commonly  known  as  the  Winebrenner  meeting-house,  at 
the  extreme  west  end  of  the  town.  In  it  worshipped  a sect  of 
Baptists  founded  in  1830  by  Rev.  John  Winebrenner,  of  Harris- 
burg, Pa.,  whose  followers  assumed  the  name  of  “The  Church 
of  God.”  They  reject  creeds  and  infant  baptism,  practice 
immersion  and  the  washing  of  feet  as  an  appointed  ordinance, 
Grove’s  milldam,  half  a mile  south  of  town,  used  to  be  the  scene 
of  the  baptismal  rite,  and  on  such  occasions  crowds  of  persons 
were  present  to  witness  the,  ceremony.  One  Sunday  in  the 
early  sixties  the  writer  was  among  the  throng  of  people  lining  the 
shores  of  the  pond,  and  he  still  remembers  the  peculiar  thrill 
of  emotion  caused  by  a thin-visaged  woman,  who,  after  her 
cold  dip  was  dragged  out  of  the  water  by  the  officiating  divine, 
when  she  stififened  her  limbs  in  a sort  of  hysterical  trance,  and 
pointing  towards  the  sky  with  outstreched  finger  and  staring 
eyes,  exclaimed  “Sicht  ihr  ’n  ? Sicht  ihr  ’n?”(Do  you  see  him? 
Do  you  see  him) 

Before  the  erection  of  the  meeting  house  religious  services 
by  this  sect  were  held  in  private  houses,  in  one  of  the  school 
buildings  and  in  Grove’s  mill.  The  building  committee  for  the 
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new  edifice  was  composed  of  the  following  named  persons : 
Elder  Thomas  Strohm,  Christian  Kleinfelter,  Sr.,  Jacob 
Kreiser,  Adam  Petry,  and  John  Desh. 

In  1848  Christian  Kleinfelder  and  Jacob  Kreiser  were 
appointed  Attorneys-in-fact,  and  the  property  turned  over  to 
them  as  Trustees  in  a legal  document  signed  by  George  Petry, 
Jacob  Kleinfelder,  Jacob  Schawt,  Jacob  Fulmer,  Catherine 
Shannon  and  Daniel  Fehler. 

The  yearly  winter  revival  seasons  during  the  fifties  and 
sixties  were  of  considerable  religious  excitment,  and  for  weeks 
at  a time  the  church  was  nightly  crowded  to  overflowing. 

One  of  the  most  successful  preachers  was  Rev.  George 
Petry  a son  of  one  of  the  building  committe.  Another  local 
preacher  of  great  earnestness  was  Rev.  John  Rupp,  whose 
father-in-law,  John  Fisher,  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  congregation.  .Quite  a number  of  the  founders  of  the 
church,  and  its  most  enthusiastic  supporters,  drifted  to  the 
middle  west,  and  all  are  now  dead.  After  a growth  of  nearly 
fifty  years  the  local  organization  went  into  a decline  and  in  this 
year  of  1910  it  numbers  barely  a score  of  the  faithful  in  good 
standing. 

THE  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1844,  Jacob  Wenner  and  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  by  indenture,  donated  a piece  of  ground  unto 
Peter  Boltz,  John  Faber  and  John  Strohm,  Trustees  and  War- 
dens, for  the  only  use  and  behoof  of  the  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion (die  Evangelische  Gemeinschaft) . 

jOn  this  gToimd  was  erected  a plain  edifice  of  brick,  with 
two  doors  in  front  and  a window  in  the  center,  facing  the 
south.  It  had  two  aisles  and  four  tiers  of  pews,  which  were 
plain  wooden  benches,  the  two  between  the  aisles  being  used 
exclusively  by  the  women,  while  those  along  the  walls  were 
occupied  by  men  and  boys.  In  front  of  the  pulpit  was  a long. 
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immovable  bench,  known  as  the  mourner's  bench,  or  “altar.” 

The  building  was  known  as  the  Evangelical  “Meeting- 
ihouse,”  and  stood  on  Center  street  on  the  northern  outskirts 
of  the  town.  Contiguous  to  it  was  a graveyard  in  which  a 
number  of  its  earlier  members  lie  buried.  In  the  middle  of 
the  century  and  later,  enthusiastic,  protracted  revival  services 
were  held,  and  some  of  the  most  eloquent  ministers  in  the  Asso- 
iation  preached  from  its  pulpit. 

In  1875  it  was  remodeled,  and  its  front  turned  towards 
the  west.  The  building  committee  consisted  of  John  Faber, 
David  L.  Bicksler  and  Jonas  Beckley.  That  year  Rev.  David 
Lentz  was  the  circuit  preacher,  and  he  was  assisted  in  the  dedi- 
catory ceremonies  by  Rev.  Charles  Fehr.  The  bell  in  its  mod- 
est cupola  had  a deeper  volume  and  a more  pleasing  and  melodi- 
ous tone  than  that  of  any  other  in  the  village. 

In  remodeling  it  the  seating  capacity  of  the  church  was 
increased  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  larger  audi- 
ences consequent  on  the  establishing  of  the  seminary  just  west 
of  the  village,  whose  professors  and  students,  as  a rule,  attended 
the  services.  The  school  was  also  a factor  in  the  bringing  to 
the  place  better  preachers,  and  a new  era  of  prosperity  seemed 
to  be  dawning  upon  the  local  organization,  while  the  future 
of  the  village  and  the  church  appeared  full  of  promise.  Some 
of  the  best  talent  of  the  Evangelical  Association  was  in  the 
pulpit,  and  the  singing  at  the  services  was  extremely  fine,  as- 
sisted as  it  was  by  the  vocal  talent  usually  found  among  a body 
of  academy  students  and  teachers. 

But  then  occurred  the  unfortunate  differences  among  the 
ecclesiastic  triumvirate  at  the  head  of  the  national  organiza- 
tion,  the  Bishops  Dubbs,  Esher  and  Bowman,  dividing  the  mem- 
bershi])  into  two  warring  factions,  and  the  local  church  as  well 
as  the  school  met  with  disaster.  The  three  spiritual  leaders 
who  had  preached  the  theory  that  “it  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive.”  that  to  yield  is  the  greater  virtue  and  that  the 
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meek  and  long-suffering  receive  the  Divine  approbation,  head- 
ing two  factions,  appealed  to  the  secular  courts,  and  a decision 
was  reached. 

This  decision  was  a remarkable  one.  It  gave  the  victory  to 
the  Esher  and  Bowman  party,  but  most  of  the  local  congrega- 
tion had  taken  sides  with  the  other  bishop,  and  here  was  the 
extraordinary  situation  of  a victorious  but  numerically  insignifi- 
cant faction  owning  the  material  property,  but  without  a con- 
gregation, and  a defeated  majority  deprived  of  lands  and 
church  buildings.  The  litigation  was  carried  through  the  lower 
and  higher  courts,  and  the  fight  was  long  and  bitter,  as  religious 
wars  have  often  been.  Unfortunately  for  the  town,  it  ended  in 
woeful  disaster,  not  only  to  the  local  church,  but  also  to  the 
boarding  school  under  the  auspices  of  the  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion, called  Schuylkill  Seminary,  whose  fine  buildings  crown  the 
eminence  west  of  the  town.  The  seminary  buildings  have  since 
been  converted  into  a cigar  factory,  and  the  little  church  and 
surrounding  ground  have  been  sold  to  a branch  of  the  German 
Baptists,  the  particulars  of  which  transaction  are  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  day  of  February,  1908,  the  “East  Pennsylvania 
Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Association,’’  at  a meeting  held 
at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  passed  a resolution  to  sell  the  church  and 
other  property  at  Fredericksburg. 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  Milton  F.  Werner,  Jacob 
Darkes  and  Samuel  W.  Miller,  trustees,  sold  the  church  prop- 
erty to  John  G.  Light,  J.  H.  Bicksler,  J.  H.  Brandt  and  Ephraim 
Peffiey,  trustees  of  the  “Lhiited  Zion  Children,’’  on  the  ist  day 
of  July,  1909.  The  United  Zion  Children  are  a sect  of  the  Ger- 
man Baptists. 

the  united  urethren. 

It  is  said  that  followers  of  Otterbein  preached  in  and  near 
Fredericksburg  as  early  as  the  year  1800,  but  it  was  not  until 
i8^^o  that  the  first  organization  was  effected.  Meetings  were 
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held  in  Grove’s  mill,  at  the  houses  of  Casper  Sherk  and  John 
Light  (tanner),  on  the  farm  of  Jacob  Weller,  and  at  the  home 
of  Philip  Kreps,  on  Mechanic  street  in  the  village.  At  these 
places  and  in  some  other  private  homes,  United  Brethren 
preachers  succeeded  in  arousing  great  and  wonderful  religious 
excitement.  Such  men  as  Enderline,  Funkhauser,  Herschey, 
Peffley,  Sand  and  Noll  were  among  those  whose  personal  mag- 
netism and  native  oratorical  powers  increased  the  membership 
from  year  to  year.  The  services  were  conducted  in  German, 
which  partook  more  of  the  vernacular  and  was  less  pedantic 
and  learned,  and  hence  more  easily  understood,  than  that  of 
the  older  churches  whose  ministers  as  a rule  were  college-men. 
The  singing,  especially  during  the  “revival  season”  of  “pro- 
tracted meetings,”  consisted  of  hymns  with  a chorus  or  refrain 
set  to  lively  and  catchy  music  which  was  easily  learned,  and 
in  which  everybody  could  join,  and  the  prayer  meetings  were 
often  scenes  of  vociferous  and  extravagant  enthusiasm.  As  a 
lad,  I was  at  times,  by  parental  persuasion,  obliged  to  be  a wit- 
ness to  these  manifestations  of  religious  excitement,  and  they 
affected  my  nervous  system  to  such  a sympathetic  discomposure 
as  to  make  me  exceedingly  uncomfortable  for  the  time  being. 

After  worshipping  for  half  a century  in  schoolhouses  and 
in  private  dwellings,  and  in  the  summer  season  amid  the  shades 
of  the  “forest  primeval,”  in  “bush-meetings”  and  campmeet- 
ings,  it  was  at  length  decided,  in  1875,  to  erect  a United  Breth- 
ren church.  With  this  end  in  view,  a lot  on  the  corner  of  Cen- 
ter and  Walnut  streets  was  bought  by  a committee  from 
John  Krall.  On  the  lot  was  located  a coach  factory, 
and  this  building,  together  with  the  land,  was  bought 
for  $1,200.  The  committee  was  composed  of  George 
Lentz,  Josiah  S.  Light,  Josiah  Weller,  Samuel  Ricker  and  John 
IT.  Long,  and  these  men  at  once  proceeded  to  begin  their  work. 
The  old  shop  was  removed,  Samuel  Ricker  drew  the  plans  and 
wrote  out  the  specifications,  and  the  building  was  completed  in 
1876.  It  is  a plain  frame  structure,  painted  white,  and  is  sur- 
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mounted  by  a steeple  and  a bell.  The  dedication  took  place 
under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Joel  Light,  who  was  assisted  in 
the  ceremony  by  Rev.  Mr.  Runkle,  of  Iowa.  The  church  has 
often  been  the  scene  of  spirited  midwinter  revivals  and  stirring 
religious  excitement. 

THE  BAPTIST  MEETING-HOUSE. 

The  Church  of  the  German  Baptist  Brethren,  or  Dunker 
Meeting-house,  was  erected  in  1908.  The  building  committee 
was  composed  of  Joseph  Gibble,  John  Henry  Lentz  and  Solo- 
mon Moyer.  It  is  located  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  and  is 
accessible  from  two  streets:  on  the  south  from  the  Jonestown 
road  and  on  the  north  from  the  west  end  of  Market  street. 

The  land  was  purchased  from  Mrs.  Anna  Cook,  and  was 
formerly  a part  of  the  Shnotterly  estate.  The  consideration 
was  $300.  In  the  fall  of  1908  the  building  was  completed,  and 
it  was  dedicated  on  the  nth  of  October  of  that  year  by  Bishop 
John  Herr  of  Myerstown,  and  Bishop  Hiram  Gibble  of  Man- 
heim,  Pennsylvania.  It  is  a brick  structure  of  very  plain  archi- 
tecture, and  during  times  of  “protracted  meetings,”  it  has  been 
found  too  small  to  accommodate  the  large  audiences  that  as- 
semble on  such  occasions. 
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III. 


THE  GREAT  EIRE  OF  1827. 

In  the  year  1827  occurred  the  great  fire  which  destroyed 
nearly  one-fourth  of  the  village.  It  seems  that  the  sporting 
blood  of  America  was  already  in  evidence  in  those  early  days, 
and  a certain  clerk  in  a store  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
square  saw  a crow  or  blackbird  sitting  on  the  thatched  roof  of 
a stable.  He  straightway  conceived  the  brilliant  plan  of  kill- 
ing the  bird  by  shooting  it.  With  an  old  flint-lock,  loaded  with 
powder,  shot  and  a wad  of  tow,  he  fired.  Tradition  fails  to 
state  whether  the  bird  was  killed  or  not,  but  quite  certain  it  is 
that  th^  wad  of  burning  tow  set  fire  to  the  inflammable  straw 
thatch,  and  soon  the  stable  was  in  a blaze.  Fanned  by  a north- 
west breeze,  the  flames  swept  over  the  village  to  its  eastern 
borders,  and  many  houses  and  a greater  number  of  stables 
were  destroyed.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water  and  the  com- 
plete lack  of  fire  engines,  it  was  impossible  to  check  the  onward 
march  of  the  flames,  and  the  loss  was  very  heavy. 

It  was  estimated  at  the  time  that  property  to  the  value  of 
$7,000  was  destroyed.  This  was  the  equivalent  of  $40,000  as 
values  are  reckoned  in  our  time,  for  a farm  laborer  then 
received  forty  cents  and  board  for  a day’s  work  from  dawn  to 
dusk  ; eggs  were  sold  at  three  cents  per  dozen  ; beef  was  brought 
to  town  at  five  cents,  and  butter  brought  eight  cents  per  pound. 

About  twenty  buildings  were  reduced  to  ashes,  as  follows : 
The  tavern,  the  tannery  buildings  and  the  dwelling  house  be- 
longing to  Jacob  Rudy;  the  house,  blacksmith-shop  and  stable 
of  ’Squire  John  HoITa  ; the  house  and  stable  of  Jacob  Wagner; 
the  stables  of  Fritz  Waldo  Martin,  Martin  Meily,  John  Her- 
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man,  Michael  Stroh,  John  Houtz,  Sebastian  Spankuch,  Fritz 
Wetzel,  George  Walborn,  John  Grumbein  and  Jacob  Schwenk. 
The  school-house  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  church-yard 
was  also  consumed,  as  well  as  a portion  of  the  old  timbers  of 
the  wooden  church  which  had  recently  been  torn  down  to  make 
place  for  a new  edifice. 

There  was  no  insurance,  and  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the 
benevolent  spirit  of  the  time  to  say  that  two  days  after  the  fire 
a meeting  was  held  at  Lebanon,  whose  object  was  to  give  relief 
to  the  sufferers.  Two  committee-men  in  every  township  in  the 
county  were  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Commissioners  and 
Auditors  for  the  purpose  of  devising  a plan  by  which  money 
might  be  obtained  out  of  the  County  treasury  to  aid  the  unfor- 
tunate people  of  Stumpstown. 

Prior  to  this  calamity  the  villagers  depended  largely  for 
their  water  supply  on  natural  springs  and  on  the  two  brooks  on 
the  east  and  west,  but  now  a spirit  of  progress  was  av^keneff 
and  a well  was  excavated  in  the  center  of  market  square  in 
which  was  placed  a wooden  pump.  I remember  it  well,  and 
knew  it  as  the  “stadt-pump”  (the  town-pump).  By  its  side  was 
placed  a wooden  trough  hewn  from  a solid  log,  at  which 
farmers,  when  they  came  to  town,  watered  their  horses.  The 
expense  of  digging  the  well,  walling  it  and  placing  in  it  the 
pump  was  paid  by  voluntary  contributions  from  persons  living' 
on  the  square  who  used  the  water  for  domestic  purposes,  and 
by  farmers  who  expected  to  derive  benefit  from  it  when  they 
came  to  town  to  attend  the  old-time  horse-market.  The  horse- 
market  was  held  four  times  a year,  and  every  farmer  who  had 
horses  for  sale,  or  who  wanted  to  buy  or  trade,  came  to  town. 
Such  animals  as  could  not  be  sold  privately,  or  bartered  away, 
were  disposed  of  by  an  auctioneer. 

Other  pumps,  accessible  to  the  public,  were  located  as  fol- 
lows: One  in  front  of  John  Grumbine's  house  on  the  south 

side  of  the  east  end  of  Market  street ; one  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  Center  and  Walnut  streets  at  Christian  Kingler's 


0* 


YTviUor^)  ■ ' ' SV4' "'f'^, 

• _ - ( 

'-■'  * ■•:  •kr^ij'..-'  r?'q>...  ;.h.r  .A.if/o'.H  j'lfbf  ,.;jjr.i  '•' ' ' 

lr‘;;  .•  ■'!.  «/hiv  .>.  h I;'  imurv'  ' .‘(jV/jirn  • n i .♦• .' fUj . .i> H f [ -{ f f;#f 

’■'  • '*•  .:«'*.  ■■'',>  !.(.■.■>:  :u"ijd.  /« -vtif.  aijv/ 

•>*'■'"  '•'  'I--  !'.'<o'y  ^h'rlw  yfe"j'rfd'-  rro'yor* //  isdj" 

74*Ut  JT  f.<.'i 

’■  •:'  ■ • , Mi;. ::  ■•an'  <jn«ji;frr' 

- ■’  ’ • ' ■'■■'  *'•  '•  An'/  oJ  '■-'fi’A  ifb  to 

<,/i  >../•  r;-.  ' 

' !.v  ;:v,  rfj  -sSWAA  ■ ' 

• •;•■  ..»  •:i;'}  'li;v  •>  CA  ■■ ' 

. '»orn  {■>  i\yo  i<-  r;  tvr.,  ■..;■•>•■  ^■■:.>jf>_  V("  ■ lol 

t)f'r]tV5q 

.1,'.  'A'l'l; 

"o  --Ji.;-'  I .■.,■■“  :./:•  )t,',  , y.  , VfAfl), 

''"•  ji* a;  ».» 3 bir'( rifcH  >.]??>// 

/ ■[  :;'.'hsin  r*.  ouir 

'•  • '•  AA:iii:xr.#  }"i  f /|W;Wjf.  h^:4*oy/  #5  eavr  .foyjfw 

' '"■ -ui tj  ' 

■■  jf  '\;r4  hM;'  r:,  itirvi# 

-'in-j'-.q  ■,{')»■!  .1  '■-<  .rfOU'O  .i)(3,;HTn;»il 

■'  L-  - ' •:-j  ';'■;  'A  . 

' ■'  nr  ‘f(.v-  yj-fi  ‘rr?iApfi!''#r(J  uo 

‘i  *’  '■v>'V»ir».  -iH  uy4  •■•';■,  '('.►fc  :J0  'tri  ‘huh"} 

":.l'  •■'••1/  • : ’>-’l  ■■,  ./J  J.ir/.  -1^,. ■-■•<•  f.  '/...xfV.i* 


/ v| 


'I  ■■»« 


'A  ■'/•"  - ’n,;v/‘>  i-iUi 

, ■'.  V,  , .vnia,;.;  m.-  ,'?;r  •>>  .«'S»*ikj!(>(4'- 

v;ii»  'r-iitor'l' 

':U>f,  .■•i!)  ■■■•  v'B'WOl 

ud:f  y/ro  •;  >!;««■;  ,; 


..Sf/''?.i 


M 


M 


Ur 
■,'  YSl^m 


/•  :. ....  A *»  . I.  . • .,r  H . •jiU'.',i„ 


HISTORY  OF  STUMPSTOWN 


173 


residence ; one  in  front  of  Martin  Rudy’s  house,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  square ; another  was  on  the  sidewalk  on  the  west 
side  of  Pinegrove  street,  opposite  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
church ; and  there  was  a well  with  a windlass  and  “the  old 
oaken  bucket”  in  front  of  Jacob  Buchmoyer’s  house,  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Walnut  and  Mechanic  streets.  One  of 
these  remain ; the  rest,  including  the  town-pump,  have  all  dis- 
appeared. The  town  now  has  a modern  water  supply,  with  a 
steam-pump,  a reservoir,  water-mains,  water-rent,  plumbing, 
frozen  pipes,  and  all  the  rest  of  it.  i 

INCIDENTS  OF  THE  FIRE. 

The  Lost  Babe.  , 

Elizabeth  Gring  was  six  weeks  old  when  the  fire  took  place. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  the  Reformed  , pastor.  Rev.  John 
Gring.  When  the  startling  cry  of  “fire”  rang  out  upon  the  air 
and  the  flames  and  smoke  burst  forth,  excitement  and  terror 
unnerved  both  men  and  women.  Amid  the  hurry  and  distress 
and  the  carrying  out  of  household  furniture,  the  little  infant 
was  missed,  and  anxious  search  was  made  all  over  the  house. 
“Up  stairs,  down  stairs,  in  my  lady’s  chamber,”  in  the  living- 
room  and  in  the  “kammer,”  looked  the  young  mother  and  her 
friends,  but  little  Elizabeth  could  not  be  found.  At  length  she 
was  discovered  below  Philip  Desh’s  house,  in  a green  meadow 
by  the  purling  waters  of  the  brook,  in  the  care  of  a half-grown, 
club-footed  girl,  Sallie  Desh,  and  both  were  crying  piteously. 

The  Thief. 

lAnother  incident  occurred  during  the  conflagration  which 
shows  that  Old  Stumpstown,  no  less  than  other  communities, 
had  its  wicked  people.  During  the  first  alarm  a merchant, 

^Ir.  , ran  down  town  to  where  the  fire  raged,  leaving 

his  place  of  business  open  and  unguarded.  Returning  to  his 
store,  lie  found  rummaging  through  his  desk,  where  his  money 
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was  kept,  one  of  the  “undesirable  citizens”  of  the  village,  evi- 
dently bent  on  robbery.  His  name  was  Poor. 

“What  are  you  doing  at  my  desk?”  demanded  the  pro- 
prietor. 

“Why,  I-  I-  I was  looking  for  a shovel,”  stammered  the 
would-be  thief. 

“O,  yes,  I see,”  returned  Mr. . “No  doubt  you  want 

one  to  beat  out  the  fire.  Now  you  get  out  of  this  place,  and  do 
it  quick!” 

The  Hogs  and  the  Bread. 

Within  the  same  hour,  Mrs.  Jacob  Shnotterly  baked  her 
week’s  supply  of  bread,  and  in  her  fright  and  confusion  she 
carried  the  loaves  out  and  deposited  them  on  the  sidewalk, 
where  the  pigs  found  and  devoured  them.  In  those  days  every- 
body owned  hogs,  and  these  animals  had  the  freedom  of  the 
town,  to  seek  in  every  street  and  alley  whatsoever  they  might 
devour.  Though  Mrs.  Shnatterly  lost  her  bread,  her  house 
was  spared  from  the  conflagration. 

The  Tall  Cloek. 

Philip  Desh,  a cooper,  owned  a grandfather’s  clock,  and 
while  the  furniture  was  being  carried  out,  a muscular  neighbor 
threw  his  arms  around  the  tall  time-keeper  and  carried  it — 
works,  weights,  pendulum  and  all — out  into  a field  and  placed 
it  against  the  fence.  After  the  fire  and  its  dangers  were  past, 
tile  clock  was  returned  to  its  place  in  the  house,  where  it 
resumed  its  tick,  and  it  is  still  going  to  this  day,  being  now  in 
the  possession  of  one  of  Mr.  Desh’s  descendants. 

GRANDFATHER’S  CLOCK. 

The  ancient  clock  stands,  gaunt  and  talk 
And  quaint  and  grim,  against  the  wall; 

Its  measured  tick  is  loud  and  slow, 

And  it  speaks  to  me  of  the  long  agot. 
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The  flies  are  buzzing  in  the  light, 

A bee  is  droning  in  its  flight, 

The  clock  ticks  on  and  seems  to  gaze 
On  distant  haunts  of  other  days. 

With  pensive  face  and  outstretched  hands, 
It  bears  me  back  to  other  lands, — 

To  days  when  life  was  fresh  and  new. 

When  friends  were  real  and  kindred  -true. 

Its  solemn  tick  recalls  the  fears. 

The  hopes  and  plans  of  earlier  years, — 

The  friends  and  loves  whom  once  I knew 
iSeem  passing  iby  me  in  review. 

Its  hands  move  on  from  hour  to  hour. 
Urged  by  the  same  mysterious  power 
Which  erst  ordained  my  course  in  life 
’Mid  labor,  care  and  daily  strife. 

A destiny  still  shapes  our  ends. 

On  which  each  action  e’er  depends; 

’Tis  like  the  weight  within  the  clock 
That  bids  it  sound  its  tick  and  took. 
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THE  OLD  STONE  HOUSE. 

Before  the  great  fire  of  1827  the  houses  of  the  village  were 
mostly  one-story  structures  of  wood  with  the  exception  of  one, 
located  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Center  and  Market  streets 
in  the  middle  of  Market  Square.  This  was  a large  two-story 
dwelling  house  of  grey-stone,  or  native  granite  from  the  moun- 
tain, two  miles  to  the  north.  It  had  two  large,  one-story 
wings,  likewise  of  stone,  one  extending  east  along  the  square, 
and  the  other  south  on  Center  street.  Its  heavy  timbers  were 
of  the  “forest  primeval,”  its  locks  and  hinges  were  of  wrought 
iron,  and  it  stood  a hundred  years. 

It  was  erected  by  Captain  Jacob  Meily  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  or  soon  after  its  close,  and  the  stones  for  its 
walls  were  hauled  from  the  mountain  by  Dunker  and  Menno- 
nite  farmers,  free  of  charge,  for  the  builder. 

An  explanation  of  this  fact  is  full  of  interest  to  the 
student  of  those  times  and  conditions.  It  is  here  given,  as 
follows : 

Although  to  the  Pennsylvania  Germans  is  no  doubt  cor- 
rectly and  properly  given  the  credit  for  the  balance  of  power, 
which,  when  thrown  to  the  side  of  the  patriots,  gained  for 
them  the  majority  which  made  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence possible,  yet,  nevertheless,  there  were  many  persons 
among  them  who  were  not  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  against 
King  Georg-e.  They  were  in  great  part  the  descendants  of 
those  who  for  many  years  had  suffered  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Rhine  and  on  the  plains  of  Germany  the  untold  horrors  of 
the  political  and  religious  wars  between  Catholic  Emperors 
and  Protestant  Kings,  hor  thirty  long  yaars  the  homes  of 
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their  ancestors  had  been  swept  by  fire  and  sword,  and  when 
at  last  they  had  found  in  the  backwoods  of  William  Penn  that 
peace  and  quiet  which  their  fathers  had  longed  for  and  failed 
to  attain,  many  of  them  were  not  for  war.  On  the  contrary, 
a horror  and  hatred  of  war  had  been  instilled  into  their  blood 
and  bred  in  their  bones,  and  they  liked  not  rebellions  and 
revolutions.  All  they  desired  was  to  be  let  alone  to  till  their 
land  and  raise  their  crops  in  peace. 

It  mattered  little  to  them  zvho  came  to  gather  tithes  and 
taxes,  or  whether  they  were  forced  to  contribute  to  a British 
king  or  to  a Continental  Congress.  They  were  getting  along 
on  their  farms  and  in  their  small  shops  in  a satisfactory  man- 
ner, and  they  wished  that  the  tea-destroying  Indians  of  Boston 
Harbor  and  the  loud-mouthed  fire-eaters  of  Virginia  might  be 
quieted  and  compelled  to  keep  the  peace ! 

In  exculpation  of  their  faults — if  faults  they  were — let  it 
be  said  that  the  men  of  old  Stumpstown  and  vicinity  who 
loved  peace  better  than  war  were  not  the  only  ones  of  their 
kind.  The  Carolinas  were  full  of  Tories ; they  were  to  be 
found  in  New  York,  and  even  in  the  colony  of  the  Puritans. 
Their  church  creeds  and  their  religious  beliefs  prevented  many 
from  taking  part  in  the  fight  against  the  mother  country,  for 
it  was  against  their  principles  to  carry  arms  in  any  cause. 
These  were  the  Mennonites  and  the  German  Baptists,  who  in 
certain  instances  were  mulcted  out  of  heavy  fines  for  having 
remain  neutral.*  Therefore,  w’hen  Captain  Meily  returned 
from  the  war,  bristling  with  military  greatness,  he  was  feared 
by  them  as  one  who  could  inform  on  them  and  who  might 

*Tlie  following  is  a verbatim  et  literatim  copy  of  a receipt  for 
fines,  kindly  loaned  to  the  writer  by  Jacob  Shnotterly,  of  Fredericks- 
burg: 

“Jonesesdown  the  11  August  1779  Received  of  Killion  Long  of 
the  1 Class  and  John  Long  3 Class  Peter  Long  in  the  4 Class  the  Sum 
of  One  hunterd  and  Seventy  Hour  ,pounts  ten  shilling  py  the  hands  of 
George  Dollinger  for  their  finds  for  not  Rentring  Personal  Servis  in  the 
Militia  Received  by  me 

PHILIP  WEISER,  D.  Sheriff. 
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have  punishment  meted  out  to  them.  And  so  when  he  built 
a house  these  people  were  ready  to  placate  and  conciliate  him 
by  hauling  all  the  stones  for  his  mansion  without  compensa- 
tion. And  thus  the  doughty  captain  became  great  and  lived 
in  a big  house. 

He  also  became  the  owner  of  two  mills,  two  distilleries 
and  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  taxable  land.  In  1784, 
probably  at  the  time  the  house  was  built,  he  was  chosen  as 
constable,  and  from  1786  to  1793,  for  seven  years,  he  repre- 
sented his  county  in  the  general  assembly.  To  him  tradition 
charges  the  equivocal  act  of  burning  the  “town-plan,”  whereby 
was  destroyed  the  evidence  necessary  for  locating  and  identi- 
fying the  town  lots,  and  collecting  the  ground-rents. 

And  thus  it  came  about,  that  while  Lebanon  and  Jones- 
town property-owners  are  still  subject  to  the  yearly  payment 
of  ground-rents,  none  has  been  collected  in  Fredericksburg  for 
more  than  a hundred  years. 

In  the  course  of  time  the  stone  house  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Peter  Grove,  who  devised  it  to  his  brother  John’s 
children,  viz.;  Peter,  Jr.,  John,  Jr.,  Michael,  Jacob,  Jr.,  Elias, 
Barbara  and  Elizabeth.  In  1871  it  became  the  property  of 
Barbara  and  her  husband,  Dr.  Daniel  H.  Beaver,  by  whom  it 
was  occupied  for  about  forty  years  prior  to  1884.  In  that 
year  it  was  sold  to  the  executor  of  Jacob  W.  Grove,  and  by 
him  torn  down.  On  its  site  was  erected  a fine  brick  mansion 
for  Jacob  W.  Grove’s  widow. 

On  this  lot,  not  far  from  the  stone  house,  stood  one  of 
the  first  nail  factories  in  the  State,  where  “cut  nails”  were 
made.  So  tradition  says.  Of  course,  every  smithy  turned  out 
“wrought  nails,”  which  were  used  almost  exclusively.  Why 
the  manufacture  of  cut  nails  was  discontinued,  tradition  fails 
to  state.  Perhaps  it  was  for  want  of  tarifif  protection  to  the 
“infant  industry” ; although  other  factories  producing  nearly 
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all  kinds  of  articles  necessary  to  home  life  flourished  for  a 
long  time,  but  on  a small  scale. 

On  the  northeast  corner  of  the  lot  stood  a small,  one- 
story,  wooden  building,  which  for  many  years  housed  an  old- 
fashioned  fire  engine,  and  it  was  called  the  “Engine  House.” 
The  spot  is  now  covered  by  the  fine  residence  of  Air.  C.  Grove 
Beaver.  Soon  after  the  fearful  conflagration  of  1827,  a pro- 
ject was  set  on  foot  to  obtain  the  means  of  protection  against 
a recurrence  of  such  a calamity,  and  in  1830  an  agreement  in 
writing  was  entered  into  by  Peter  Groff,  the  owner  of  the 
stone  house  and  the  lot  of  ground,  of  the  one  part,  and  a com- 
mittee of  citizens,  consisting  of  Alartin  Aleily,  Jacob  Houtz, 
Jacob  VVeaber,  Dr.  Charles  Gorgas,  and  Jacob  Shnotterly,  of 
the  other  part,  leasing  a small  plot  of  ground  on  which  to  erect 
a shed,  or  house,  in  which  to  keep  a fire  engine.  This  struc- 
ture was  built  with  contributions  of  money  and  labor  by  the 
people.  Twenty-four  dollars  and  eight  cents  in  money  was 
collected  for  the  purpose,  and  David  Feehrer  and  Michael 
Stroll  each  contributed  75  cents  in  the  form  of  a day’s  car- 
penter-wo'*k,  while  William  Lick  was  credited  with  $1.00  in 
the  same  kind  of  labor.  It  was  not  fully  paid  until  1838.  In 
the  meantime,  a fire,  engine  was  purchased  with  money  con- 
tributed by  the  property  owners.  This  machine  did  service  for 
thirty  years  at  the  head  of  holiday  parades  and  at  sprinkling 
demonstrations  in  the  middle  of  Market  Square,  where  water 
was  obtained  at  the  town  pump.  It  did  service  also  at  a fire 
which  consumed  Rev.  John  Gring’s  barn  on  Center  street.  The 
barn  was  ignited  by  lightning  and  entirely  destroyed,  during 
a violent  thunder  storm  in  1856.  No  other  property  was  de- 
stroyed. 

Towards  the  seventies  the  old  engine  house  suffered  great- 
ly. not  only  from  the  ravages  of  time  and  decay,  lint  also  from 
the  native  vandalism  of  the  village  boys,  who  forced  off  doors 
and  siding  to  get  at  the  old  engine,  which  always  was  an  object 
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of  wonder  and  curiosity.  It  was  at  length  entirely  removed, 
and  the  ancient  machine  became  the  plaything  of  the  boys,  who 
finally  pushed  it  into  a clay-pit,  out  of  which  the  material  for 
brick-making  had  been  taken  for  years,  on  North  Pinegrove 
street.  From  thence  it  was  never  removed,  but  there  it  was. 
covered  out  of  sight,  when  the  owners  of  the  land,  the  Grove 
Brothers,  filled  in  the  pit  to  convert  it  into  building-lots. 

In  1868  (according  to  a paper  read  before  the  Lebanon 
County  Historical  Society  on  June  15,  1906,)  another  hand 
engine  was  bought  from  the  “Union  Fire  Company”  of  Leba- 
non. Fortunately  no  occasion  occurred  to  test  the  efficiency  of 
this  machine  at  Fredericksburg.  It  was  housed  in  a stable 
on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  lot  on  which  the  bank  now 
stands,  near  St.  John’s  church,  and  later  in  a shed  at  the 
west  end  of  the  town,  opposite  the  stable,  once  the  property  of 
Jacob  Houtz.  In  the  great  windstorm  of  September  30,  1896, 
the  shed  was  blown  down  and  the  engine  wrecked.  The 
wreckage  was  finally  sold  to  a dealer  in  scrap  iron,  and  the 
proceeds  given  to  the  Fredericksburg  Water  Company. 
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IV. 

PRESIDENTIAL  CAMPAIGNS. 

In  some  of  the  earlier  Presidential  campaigns  political 
excitement  was  so  intense  and  widespread  as  even  to  reach 
the  quiet  little  village  of  Stumpstown.  This  was  notably  the 
case  in  the  year  1840,  after  the  financial  distresses  of  Van 
Buren’s  administration  had  caused  great  dissatisfaction  all  over 
the  country.  When  General  William  Henry  Harrison  was 
nominated  by  the  Whigs,  a certain  Baltimore  paper  of  the 
opposition  scoffingly  said  that  if  some  philanthropic  person 
would  pension  the  Whig  candidate  with  a few  hundred  dollars 
and  present  him  a barrel  of  hard  cider,  he  would  sit  down  in 
his  log  cabin  and  be  content  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  This 
sneer  at  Harrison  was  seized  upon  and  soon  the  “log  cabin  and 
hard  cider”  became  the  slogan  of  his  supporters. 

Political  meetings  and  noisy  parades  became  the  order  of 
the  day  as  the  fall  election  approached.  In  these  enthusiastic 
demonstrations  miniature  log  cabins  and  cider  barrels  were 
conspicuous  in  the  procession.  Jacob  W.  Grove,  who  some 
forty  years  later  was  a delegate  to  the  Chicago  convention 
that  nominated  Garfield,  made  a small  log  cabin  of  inch-thick 
timbers  and  carried  it  in  the  parade.  The  young  men  carried 
canes,  the  heads  of  which  were  shaped  like  diminutive  kegs — 
hoops,  bung-stopper  and  all, — and  the  writer  has  in  his  posses- 
sion a cane  of  this  description,  which  his  father  carried  as  a 
member  of  a Harrison  Club  whose  watchword  was  “Tippe- 
canoe and  Tyler  too.” 

The  country  was  flooded  with  campaign  songs,  one  of 
which,  copied  with  a goose-quill  pen,  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  writer  as  did  the  cane.  It  was  sung  to  the  tune  of 
“Rosm  the  Bow,”  and  a part  of  it  is  here  given: 
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The  great  twenty-second  is  coming, 

And  the  Van  Jacks  (begin  to  look  iblue; 
They  know  there  is  no  chance  ifor  poor  Ma  ty 
If  we  stick  to  Old  Tippecanoe — 

If  we  stick  to  Old  Tippecanoe! 


Then  let  us  he  up  and  a-doing, 

And  cling  to  our  cause  brave  and  true; 

IT  bet  you  a fortune  weTl  beat  ’em 
With  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe — ■ 

With  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe! 

They  say  he  lives  in  a cabin, 

And  is  drinking  much  hard  cider  too; 

Well  what  if  he  does?  I’m  certain 
He’s  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe — 

He’s  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe! 

And  if  we  get  anyways  thirsty, 

I’ll  tell  you  what  we  can  do, 

We’ll  bring  down  a keg  of  hard  cider 
And  drink  to  Old  Tippecanoe — • 

And  drink  to  Old  Tippecanoe! 


In  the  following  quadrennial  campaign,  that  of  1844,  after 
Tyler’s  faithlessness  to  the  Whigs  had  restored  to  the  Demo- 
crats a great  portion  of  their  lost  strength,  partisan  spirit  again 
ran  high.  Henry  Clay  was  the  Whig  candidate,  and  the  Dem- 
ocrats nominated  James  K.  Polk.  One  of  the  features  of  the 
Democratic  processions  in  Fredericksburg  was  the  carrying' 
as  banners  of  the  stalks  of  a weed  bearing  their  candidate’s 
name,  and  Poke-Root  plants  were  in  great  demand. 

“\'OTK  FOR  WHO.M  YOU  PLEASF.” 

In  those  days  of  the  forties,  forest  land  was  still  being  ex- 
tensively cleared,  not  so  much  for  the  timber  as  for  the  purpose 
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of  adding  to  the  arable  acres  of  the  farms.  Consequently, 
firewood,  though  it  was  the  fuel  of  every  household,  was  a 
drug  in  the  market,  and  brought  only  $1.50  per  cord,  delivered, 
Hence,  if  a farmer  wanted  a new  wagon,  or  a saddle,  he  tried 
to  barter  firewood  for  at  least  a portion  of  the  cost,  and  if  he 
could  obtain  cash  for  a load  of  hickory,  he  considered  it  a 
piece  of  very  good  luck.  John  Herman,  a well-to-do  retired 
merchant,  engaged  a cord  of  stove-wood  from  Jacob  Groh, 
which  was  delivered  on  the  day  of  the  Presidential  election, 
when  Clay  and  Polk  were  the  candidates.  Herman  paid  cash 
for  the  fuel,  and  in  consequence  took  on  a patronizing  air 
towards  Groh,  imagining  that,  because  the  latter  was  receiving 
ready  money  for  the  wood,  he  should  permit  himself  to  be  in- 
fluenced in  the  matter  of  casting  his  ballot.  And  so  while 
Groh  was  unloading  his  wagon,  Mr.  Herman,  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, carrying  a cane  and  wearing  a grey  shad-belly  coat,  said 
to  Groh,  who  was  a firm  Whig,  “Well-ah,  Jacob,  for-ah  whom 
will  we  vote  today,  for  Polk  or  for-ah  Clay?” 

Before  replying,  Mr.  Groh  pitched  another  piece  of  hick- 
ory from  his  wagon,  and  then  said  in  curt  tones,  for  he  was 
a man  of  few  words : 

”I  shall  vote  for  Clay ; you  may  vote  for  whom  you 
please !”  1 


THE  SPIGOT  AND  THE  LIBERTY  POLE. 

After  the  announcement  of  Polk’s  election,  a pole  was 
raised  in  the  village  by  the  victors,  which  was  very  displeasing 
to  the  defeated  Whigs.  One  of  these  called  it  in  his  peculiar, 
lisping,  unwritable  accent,  “a  curthed  liberdedth  pole’”  He 
felt  especially  resentful  towards  a certain  enthusiastic  Demo- 
crat, a poor,  dependent  day  laborer,  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
getting  his  milk  for  his  kitchen  from  him  free  of  charge. 
When,  after  the  jubilee,  the  kettle  was  again  sent  for  the  usual 
su]:)ply,  it  was  returned  empty  with  the  suggestion  that  the 
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"‘Liberdeclth  pole”  supply  milk  to  impecunious  Polk-beggars 
thereafter  1 

In  less  than  a week  some  wag  had  bored  a hole  into  the 
pole  and  inserted  a wooden  spigot,  which,  alas ! gave  forth 
no  milk, — it  was  as  barren  as  are  the  promises  of  many  mod- 
ern-day politicians. 

THE  BUCHANAN  POLE. 

Twelve  years  later  there  was  another  pole -raising*  by  the 
Democrats  in  front  of  John  Foesig’s  tavern,  near  the  corner 
of  Market  and  Pinegrove  streets.  It  was  accompanied  by  an 
ox-roast,  and  followed  by  a roistering  frolic  at  night.  Three 
Reading'  artists  were  brought  to  the  place,  one  to  paint  in  big 
letters  the  names  of  Buchanan  and  Breckinridge  on  the  large 
square  canvas  attached  to  the  pole,  and  all  three  to  play 
stringed  instruments  for  the  crowd.  It  was  a rainy  day,  and 
when  the  first  attempt  failed  to  raise  the  tall  shaft  and  plant  it 
into  the  deep  hole  excavated  for  its  reception,  a gathering  of 
Fremont  Republicans  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  in  front 
of  old  Jacob  Eshelman’s  house,  cheered  vociferously  as  it  came 
down  into  the  mud.  But  when,  in  a second  attempt,  the  Dem- 
ocrats made  a “long  pull,  a strong  pull  and  pull  all  together,”" 
when  the  pole  reached  the  perpendicular,  and  the  names  of  the 
distinguished  Pennsylvanian  and  the  Southern  slaveholder 
were  flung  to  the  drizzling  air,  then  it  was  their  turn  to  cheer, 
and  they  did  cheer.  Perhaps  their  enthusiasm  would  have  been 
less  vociferous  had  they  foreseen  the  long  years  of  bloody 
strife  between  the  North  and  the  South,  which  was  to  begin 
before  the  administration  of  James  Buchanan  and  John  C. 
Breckinridge  came  to  a close. 

This  occasion  furnished  a theme  for  a rhymester  who 
wrote  a lampoon  in  the  vernacular  against  the  local  Demo- 
cratic leaders,  which  appeared  in  the  “Libanon  Demokrat.'’ 
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It  was  too  good  to  be  entirely  lost,  and  a part  of  it  is  here 
reproduced : 


AN  INVITATION. 

Hurrah,  hurrah,  ihr  Demoki’iaten! 

Kommt  herbei  zum  Oohsembraten. 

Macht  eich  raus  in  aller  Pieeh, 

Es  gibt  e’n  wedderliche  Shpree! 

E’n  alter  Ochs  ist  an  der  Heck, 

Den  braten  wir  mit  Haut  un’  Dreck; 

Der  Kalbs-koip  Butcher  un’  der  Hans 
Die  heben  shon  den  Oohs  am  Schwantz! 

Der  Buck,  so  hab  Ich  hoe;e’  sagen, 

Wiollt  komme’  auf  ’m  Wind-^Muehl  Wagen; 
Und  wie  bei  jeder  Lnmperei, 

Ist  der  Huckshter  au’  dabei. 

Der  Kueh-Dokter  derf  der  Wampe  lehren 
Und  sich  e’n  neues  Hemd  raus  scheren; 

Und  wass  noch  gibt  der  gi  oeste’  G’spass, 

Ein  giit-gefilltes  Wihiskey-Fass! 


AX  OLD-TIME  ELECTION-DAY  EPISODE. 

It  was  the  night  of  the  Presidential  election  in  November, 
:'S56.  The  business  of  three  hotels  was  in  full  swing,  but 
the  crowd  was  especially  large  and  boisterous  at  the  tavern 
on  the  north  side  of  Market  Scpiare,  where  the  election  board 
was  in  session  and  where  the  votes  were  being  counted.  No 
“dry”  election-day  laws  were  as  yet  in  force,  and  the  bar- 
kccj}ers  were  working  liard.  At  one  time  the  Fremont  Repub- 
licans were  whooping  it  up,  and  then  an  alignment  of  Demo- 
crats along  the  bar  were  drinking  to  the  success  of  Lancaster's 
favorite  son.  James  Buchanan. 

Seated  on  a long  bench,  extending  from  the  door  to  the 
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corner  behind  the  stove,  with  many  others,  were  ’Squire  John 
Hoffa  and  Jacob  Hauer.  Tho  latter  was  a mason  by  trade, 
tall  and  powerfully  built,  but  his  strength  of  muscle  had  been 
sadly  reduced,  not  only  by  the  frequent  potations  of  the  day, 
but  also  by  years  of  irregular  periods  of  dissipation,  and  he 
remained  a quiet  and  passive  spectator  of  the  scene  before 
him. 

Among  the  throng  of  festive  freemen  who  in  the  course 
of  the  day  had  exercised  their  constitutional  right  of  suffrage, 
as  they  were,  then  indulging  their  personal  liberty  of  drinking 
whiskey,  were  two  characters  noted  for  their  uproarious  roist- 
ering. They  were  John  Feeser  and  Isaac  Bordner,  between 
whom  and  Jacob  Hauer  no  love  was  lost.  Clinging  together, 
surging  hither  and  thither,  the  half-drunken,  howling  gang, 
directed  by  Feeser,  would  hurl  itself  upon  the  wall  flowers  on 
the  bench,  and  particularly  upon  Hauer  who  seemed  to  be  the 
chief  object  of  the  leader’s  persecution.  Unwilling  to  go  home, 
and  unable  to  cope  with  the  fearful  odds,  Hauer  was  seen  to 
take  a clasp-knife  from  his  pocket.  When  the  compact  little 
mob  again  came  on  with  a rush  and  was  hurled  on  the  occu- 
pants of  the  bench,  something  happened.  As  they  were  back- 
ing away  for  another  onslaught,  Bordner  was  seen  to  clasp  his 
hand  to  his  leg,  and  exclaim,  “I  am  stabbed  1”  Hauer  at  once 
left  the  bar-room.  Dr.  Beaver  was  sent  for,  when  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  fleshy  part  of  the  thigh  had  been  gashed 
across  and  a large  artery  severed.  On  removing  the  victim’s 
boot  it  was  found  to  be  half  fllled  with  blood.  It  was  days 
before  Bordner  could  be  taken  to  his  home  north  of  town,  and 
his  face,  as  he  lay  on  the  improvised  ambulance,  looked  like 
the  face  of  the  dead.  He,  however,  recovered,  and  no  prose- 
cution followed,  but  the  writer  heard  the  equivalent  of  a con- 
fession from  Hauer’s  lips  months  after  the  bloody  episode,  to 
the  effect  that  the  knife  was  mis-directed,  and  tliat  the  intendec! 
victim  was  Feeser,  and  not  Bordner. 
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. CAKES  AND  BEER— MAMMY  STROH. 

In  the  northwest  corner  of  Market  Square  stood  in  the 
first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  a steep-roofed,  brownish- 
red,  one-storied  house,  which  was  the  residence  of  Michael 
Stroll  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rudy.  Mrs. 
Stroll  was  known  to  all  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  village  as 
Mammy  Stroh,  and  every  one  loved  her  and  her  large  and 
comfortable  sitting-room,  as  well  as  the  toothsome  wares  which 
she  sold  there.  These  consisted  of  sweet  cookies,  “mintsticks” 
and  black  molasses  candy,  called  “mozhey.”  Besides  these  she 
kept  for  sale  inch-sized  blocks  of  candy,  wrapped  in  papers  of 
different  colors  with  narrow  slips,  on  which  were  printed  sen- 
timents in  two  rhyming  lines,  known  as  “love-letters.”  They 
might  have  been  termed  “courtship  made  easy.”  They  we>re 
sold  at  the  rate  of  four  for  a cent,  and  the  rhymes  were  like 
these : 

Our  joys  when  united  will  always  increase, 

And  griefs  when  divided  are  lull’d  into  peace. 

Another  was  like  this ; 

Love  all  sincere,  dear  youth,  is  mine. 

For  oh!  my  faithful  heart  is  thine. 

Cigars  tied  together  in  bundles  of  lOO  with  narrow  strips 
of  corn  husks  were  sold  at  the  rate  of  four  for  one  big  copper 
cent. 

She  also  made  and  sold  a sweet  drink,  known  as  mead, 
which  was  a veritable  nectar  to  young  palates.  She  wore  a 
snow-white  cap  with  a big  ruffle,  or  frill,  which  surrounded 
her  kind,  brown,  wrinkled,  motherly,  old  face  as  with  a halo 
of  glory.  Her  room  was  heated  by  means  of  a big,  old-fash- 
ioned stove,  and  the  fuel  burned  in  it  was  white  oak  and  solid 
hickory  wood.  For  a youth  of  romantic  seventeen  to  sit  on 
the  shiny,  old-fashioned,  red  wood-chest,  behind  that  warm 
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stove,  next  to  a girl  of  sweet  sixteen  was  like  enjoying  a seat 
beside  a redeemed  Peri  in  Paradise,  and  the  buzzing  of  the 
fire  in  the  old  wood-stove  was  like  the  music  of  the  spheres 
falling  upon  the  ears  of  the  blest ! 

Mammy  Stroh’s  parlor  was  a sort  of  trysting-place  for 
the  Dutch  lads  and  lassies,  and  many  an  acquaintance  begun 
there  in  the  dim  light  of  her  fat-lamp  ripened  into  friendship 
and  the  closer  ties  of  love.  Many  a matrimonial  match  had 
its  beginning  in  Mistress  Stroh’s  cake-parlor  over  a glass  of 
spicy  mead,  and  a delicious  “Leb-kuche,”  paid  for  by  the  boy’s 
copper  pennies.  ; 

She  drove  an  especially  brisk  trade  during  the  Christmas 
and  New-year  holidays,  when  many  a fip  and  levy  and  a 
shower  of  big  coppers,  found  their  way  into  her  money-box. 
The  youg  people  of  that  day  spent  more  copper  than  silver 
pieces,  and  despite  the  fact  of  having  no  end  of  pure-food- 
legislation  in  our  time,  the  dappled  cookies  and  the  black 
“mozhey”  of  Mammy  Stroh’s  manufacture,  were  purer  and 
healthier  than  the  disgusting  chewing-gum,  and  the  unwhole- 
some sweetmeats  that  are  annually  thrust  upon  the  holiday 
market  to  sow  the  seeds  of  ill  health  and  bad  habits. 
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V. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL-MASTERS. 

Soon  after  the  first  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1767-8, 
a small  log  building  was  put  up  in  the  south  eastern  corner 
of  the  plot  of  ground  sold  by  Suavely  to  the  Lutheran  congre- 
gation, and 

“there,  skilled  to  rule, 

The  village  master  taught  his  little  sohool.” 

The  site  on  which  it  stood  was  for  many  years  after 
its  destruction  by  the  fire  of  1827,  a deep  hollow,  the  prob- 
able remains  of  a cellar,  in  which  grew  a dense  thicket  of 
lilac  bushes.  These,  by  their  fragrant  blossoms,  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  drew  the  village  boys  to  the  spot  for  the  flow- 
ers which  constituted  its  redeeming  feature,  for  otherwise  it 
was  shunned,  having  become  a depository  for  deceased  chick- 
ens, defunct  dogs  and  dead  cats. 

It  is  to  be  deplored  that  the  names  of  the  schoolmasters 
who  wielded  the  birch  within  the  log-ribbed  walls  of  this 
]Drimitive  temple  of  learning  are  nearly  all  lost.  We  learn 
from  an  old  German  promissory  note,  given  by  an  old-time 
teacher  to  Casper  Sherk  in  May,  1785,  for  14  shillings  in  pay- 
iTient  for  two  bushels  of  wheat,  that  a certain  G.  S.  Beoherer, 
“schoolmaster,”  lived  in,  or  near  the  village.  He  signed  his 
name  in  English,  adding  his  title  of  “Schulmeister”  in  German, 
and  dates  the  paper  at  ‘'Stumpstown.”  Erom  the  fact  that 
the  note  remained  in  Casper  Sherk’s  possession  and  has  been 
handed  down  to  the  present  generation,  it  is  evident  that  it 
was  never  paid. 

Among  the  teachers  in  the  morning  of  the  century  was 
I’eter  I'eehrer,  a Moravian,  whose  grandfather  was  born  in 
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the  Netherlands,  and  whose  father,  migrating  to  Nazareth, 
Pa.,  married  Miss  Lesh  and  raised  a family  of  five  sons,  of 
whom  Peter  was  one.  He  received  his  education  at  the 
Moravian  school  at  Nazareth,  where  he  was  a student  for 
seven  years,  his  parents  having  destined  him  for  the  min- 
istry. His  natural  propensities,  however,  led  him  to 
disregard  the  restraints  of  the  church,  and  he  came  to  Stumps- 
town,  where  he  followed  the  vocation  of  scrivener,  as  cer- 
tain old  deeds  go  to  prove.  He  was  a man  of  natural  wit 
and  considerable  intellectual  attainments.  Goldsmith’s  picture 
of  the  “Village  Schoolmaster”  applies  to  him  as  he  was  de- 
scribed to  me  by  one  of  his  granddaughters : 

“A  man  severe  he  was,  and  stern  to  view; 

’Twas  certain  he  could  write  and  cipher,  too. 

In  arguing,  too,  the  parson  owned  his  skill, 

For,  e’en  though  vanquished,  he  could  argue  still.” 

Although  teaching  in  a schoolhouse  on  Lutheran  ground, 
he  attended  religious  services  three  miles  out  of  town,  to  the 
northwest,  walking  that  distance  with  his  wife  and  children 
on  many  a Sunday.  He  was  somewhat  of  a poet,  and  was  the 
author  of  a questionable  lampoon  against  a rival  scrivener, 
whose  father  was  one  of  the  Hessian  soldiers  of  Trenton 
notoriety.  One  of  the  stanzas  ran  along  in  the  following 
meter : 

“Ein  alter  und  drei  junge  Hesse’, 

Die  leben  hier  ganz  Crott-vergesse; 

In  diesem  Stadchen  wohne  sie 
Als  wie  das  unvernunftig  Vieh!” 

Among  his  descendants  have  been  numbered  not  only  the 
humble  artisan  and  farmer,  but  also  physicians,  lawyers,  bank- 
ers, college  professors  and  officials  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  government.  Plis  mortal  remains  and  those  of  his 
wife  whose  maiden  name  was  P>arbara  Ehrman,  rest  in  the  old 
St.  John's  graveyard  in  unmarked  graves. 
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REV.  JOHN  GRING, 

Of  one  other  teacher  in  the  first  school  house  we  know. 
In  1825  the  Rev.  John  Gring,  anxious  to  add  to  his  meagre 
income  from  his  salary  as  minister  of  the  small,  and  poor, 
Reformed  congregation,  undertook  to  teach  the  village  school 
from  Monday  morning  to  Saturday  evening  for  three  months, 
besides  attending  to  his  clercial  duties  as  pastor.  Only  upon 
days  on  which  he  officiated  at  funerals,  and  on  Sundays,  was 
the  school  closed.  He  taught  two  winters. 

Mr.  Gring  was  a native  of  Cumru  towinship  in  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Stumpstown  in  1824,  where 
he  lived  half  a century.  It  is  said  that  when  he  first  came  to 
the  village  he  was  burdened  with  a debt  of  $800.00,  but  he 
and  his  good  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susanna  Boyer, 
practiced  in  their  home-life  the  strict  economy  of  their  time,  and 
paid  the  debt.  The  wife  aided  the  husband  by  doing  plain 
sewing,  and,  despite  the  scantiness  of  his  salary,  he  became 
the  possessor  of  a considerable  real  and  personal  estate,  so 
that  when  the  days  of  declining  strength  came,  he  was  one  of 
the  well-to-do  citizens  of  his  adopted  town.  He  lived  the 
simple  life  of  his  day  and  time,  and,  though  receiving  in  a 
long  ministerial  service  extending  over  more  than  forty  years, 
an  average  salary  of  only  $243.50  per  annum,  he  reared  a son 
and  a daughter  in  the  way  they  should  go,  besides  laying  by  a 
competency  as  a support  in  his  declining  years.  He-  became 
afflicted  with  softning  of  the  brain  and  died  in  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital  at  Lancaster  in  the  year  1885.  His  remains  rest  on 
Cedar  Hill,  at  Fredericksburg. 

Two  schoolmasters  of  that  far-away-time,  of  whom  we 
find  very  scant  record,  were  John  Mitchell  and  a Mr.  Eby. 
One  finds  their  names  in  very  old  schoolbooks  that  have  been 
preserved  by  some  of  their  most  careful  pupils  and  their 
clcscendants. 
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JACOB  SCHNATTERLY. 

The  fire  of  1827  destroyed  the  schoolhoiise,  and  the  vil- 
lage school,  as  well  as  a number  of  families,  was  rendered 
homeless  by  the  disaster.  There  was  no  room — no  place  for 
a school.  r>nt  among  the  young  men  of  the  town  was  one 
whose  strength  of  purpose  was  ecpial  to  the  occasion.  His 
name  was  Jacob  Schnatterly,  who  in  his  life-time  proved  him- 
self to  be  a man  of  wonderful  enterprise  and  indomitable  en- 
ergy. He  saw  here  an  opportunity  for  himself  which  ofifered 
to  him  a comparatively  easy  mode  of  adding  to  his  income 
from  his  trade  of  mason  and  plasterer,  and  he  resolved  to 
find  a room  and  teach  school.  One  mile  south  of  the  village, 
on  the  farm  of  John  Feeser,  stood  a two-story  building,  the 
lower  part  of  which  was  used  as  a spring-house  and  the  upper 
as  a living-room  in  the  summer ; during  the  winter  it  was 
vacant.  This  upper  room  Mr.  Schnatterly  rented,  and  then  he 
canvassed  the  village  and  vicinity  for  pupils.  Flis  charges  for 
tuition  were  two  cents  a day!  Two  cents  per  day,  and  no  pay 
for  holidays  nor  for  absentees.  Think  of  that,  ye  advocates  of 
so-called  minimum  salary  laws,  and  compare  the  compensation 
of  schoolmasters  of  1829  with  the  princely  salaries  voted  to 
educators  of  the  twentieth  century.  Surely  the  world  has  been 
moving — in  certain  directions. 

On  January  i,  1828,  the  Feeser  Spring-house  School  was 
opened,  and  it  was  kept  open  six  days  in  every  week  to  the 
31st  of  March,  when  the  term  closed.  The  teacher  learned, 
when  he  collected  his  bills  from  his  patrons,  that  he  had  earned, 
in  three  months,  just  $40.45  cents,  as  his  carefully-kept  books 
still  show.  John  Philip  Grumbine,  the  writer’s  father,  was  one 
of  his  pupils,  and  was  in  attendance  19  days  in  the  first  month. 
He  was  a lad  of  eight  years  of  age,  and  his  father  subscribed 
for  him  with  the  special  stipulation  that  the  teacher  lead  him 
by  the  hand  over  the  narrow  foot-bridge  spanning  the  over- 
flow, or  “over-shoot,”  as  it  was  called,  at  Grove’s  mill  dam, 
on  the  wav  to  and  from  the  sclKvdhouse. 
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The  term  proved  a success  for  both  teaclier  and  pupils. 
The  latter  had  gained  in  knowledge  and  the  former  in  Spanish 
dollars  and  English  shillings,  for  it  wias  long  before  greeiii- 
backs  were  known,  and  at  least  seven  years  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  first  bank  of  issue,  in  Lebanon  county. 

.schn.\tterly’s  pui’ils  in  eeeser’s  spring  house. 


John  Eshelman 

Elizabeth  Feeser 

Henry  Eshelman 

Peggy  Zimmerman 

Jacob  Groff 

Caroline  Hower 

Augustus  Hoover 

Samuel  Bile 

William  Hoover 

Catharine  Kreps 

Jacob  Miller 

Elizabeth  Bile 

Thomas  Klingler 

.Jacob  Hoff  a 

Henry  Wagner 

Martin  Riudy 

Cathai'ine  Feeser 

Thomas  Smith 

Catharine  Eshelman 

Solomon  Hower 

Susanna  Lose 

John  P.  Grumbine 

Mary  Schnee 

Peggy  Meily 

John  Meily 

Molly  Meily 

Elizabeth  Winkleblech 

George  Rine 

.Jacob  Meily 

Barbara  Meily 

William  Lick 

Nellie  Meily 

John  Groff 

Peter  Lawrence 

Susianna  Faber 

Solomon  Gorgas 

Samuel  Meily 

Philip  Kreps 

.John  Wagner 

Cyrus  Giesy 

Peter  Feeser 

Isaac  Giesy 

Christian  Meily 

William  Meily 

John  Stehly 

Pete.  Groff 

John  Wagne*! 

Je  emiah  Hower 

John  Lick 

Harriet  Collyer 

Saab  Kohr 

Sarah  Collyer 

Polly  Meily 

George  Shnevely 

T^isa  Meily 

David  Weber 

Bai'bara  Groff 

Gottlieb  Klingler 

One  of  the  58  pupils  of  Mr.  .Shnatterly’s  first  term,  Jacoli 
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W.  Grove,  in  his  later  years  became  a delegate  to  the  National 
Republican  Convention  at  Chicago,  which  nominated  Gen. 
Garfield  for  President  of  the  United  States.  And  thus  is 
traceable  a connection  between  Feeser’s  spring-house  and  the 
White  House  at  Washington. 

With  his  characteristic  energy  Mr.  Shnatterly  went  to 
work  in  the  following  spring  to  build  a schoolhoiisc  of  his 
0ZV1I,  and  before  the  advent  of  another  winter  it  was  finished 
and  ready  for  occupancy.  It  is  still  standing  near  the  north- 
east corner  of  Market  and  Mechanic  streets.  In  erecting  it 
he  performed  a large  portion  of  the  labor  with  his  own  hands. 
His  work  here,  as  elsewhere,  was  well  done,  for  the  edifice 
is  still  in  use  as  a store-house  for  garden  implements  and 
household  utensils  in  this  year  of  grace  1909. 

In  the  following  winter  he  opened  his  second  term  with 
an  increased  number  of  pupils,  and  at  the  end  of  the  season 
he  had  the,  gratification  of  learning  that  his  earnings  amounted 
to  $77.29,  and  no  rent  to  pay,  since  he  owned  the  school  build- 
ing. Fie  was  the  undisputed  master  of  the  situation,  with  no 
annoying  visits  from  school  officials  and  not  even  a single  text- 
book agent  within  sight  all  season. 

Here  he  taught  for  thirteen  consecutive  winters,  which, 
added  to  his  first  term  in  Feeser’s  spring-house,  brought  him 
the  sum  total  of  $956.26.  These  meagre  earnings  were  regard- 
ed as  good  compensation  in  those  days,  though  only  a fraction 
of  what  is  paid  in  these  later  times  for  educational  work. 

The  curriculum  of  Mr.  Shnatterly ’s  school  was  a dual 
course  of  study,  as  it  were,  embracing  the  “three  R’s,”  namely, 
“Reading,  ’Riting  and  ’Rithmetic”  in  tzvo  languages — the,  Ger- 
man and  the  English.  The  pupils  were  taught  in  either  lan- 
guage as  the  parents  directed.  Those  who  carried  an  English 
spelling-book  and  “The  American  Tutor’’s  Assistant”  were  said 
to  “go  English,’’  while  such  as  learned  to  read  in  a German 
primer  and  “psalter,”  and  who  chanted  the  multiplication 
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table  in  their  mother-tong'ue,  were  “going  Dutch  ” Certain 
pupils  who  “went  Dutch”  for  some  years  took  the  other  part 
of  the  dual  course  later,  and  “went  English.” 

There  were  two  classes  daily,  one  in  German  and  one  in 
English  in  every  branch  of  study.  Steel  pens  were  unknown, 
and  the  master  was  obliged  to  cut  native  goose-quills  and 
mend  pens,  as  well  as  set  copies  in  home-made  copy-books 
every  day.  Part  of  this  work  was  done  in  the  evening  after 
school  hours.  ; 

One  of  Mr.  Shnatterly’s  habits  was,  when  the  school-room 
noises  became  too  loud  and  annoying,  to  give  a smart,  resound- 
ing rap  on  his  desk  with  his  rod  or  ruler  and  call  out  in  a 
loud  voice,  “Silence.”  It  so  happened  that  a certain  boy  named 
Lentz  came  one  morning  as  a new  pupil,  and  during  the  day 
he  was  greatly  disturbed  by  the  teacher’s  exclamations,  being 
under  the  impression  that  they  were  addressed  to  him  indi- 
vidually and  calling  him  Si  Lentz.  Now  be  it  understood  t^^at 
“Si”  in  the  Pennsylvania  German  lingo  stands  for  the  plural 
of  pig,  and  the  poor  boy  imagined  that  he  was  being  called  a 
“Pig  -Lentz”  all  day  long.  Therefore,  after  his  first  day  he 
astonished  his  parents  by  declaring  that  nothing  would  induce 
him  to  return  to  school  only  to  be  abused  and  called  a “Si- 
Lentz”  from  morning  till  evening.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  after  having  the  meaning  of  the  term  explained  to  ^im, 
the  lad  came  back,  developed  a mathematical  turn  of  mind  and 
became  the  best  arithmetician  of  the  district.  ( 

Jacob  Shnatterly  was  born  at  Fredericksburg  in  1799,  and 
was  the  son  of  Henry  Shnatterly  and  his  wife  Anna  Maria, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Desh.  His  grandfather  was  a Pala- 
tine who  was  brought  to  this  country  on  October  ii,  1732,  in 
the  ship  “Pleasant,”  James  Morris,  Master,  from  Rotterdam, 
late  from  Deal." 
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At  ten  years  of  age  he  worked  on  a farm  and  attended 
school  in  the  winter  for  a short  period.  His  school  days  were 
few,  and  his  opportunities  meagre  in  the  extreme.  But,  like 
Abraham  Lincoln,  he  pursued  his  studies  almost  unaided.  At 
nineteen  he  served  as  clerk  at  public  sales,  and  one  day  when 
the  crier,  or  auctioneer,  had  indulged  his  “puss’nal  liberty” 
too  much  and  got  too  drunk  to  finish  the  sale,  young  Schnat- 
terly  was  induced  to  take  his  place.  Thus  he  suddenly  learned 
that  he  could  be  an  auctioneer,  and  from  that  time  on  he  cried 
sales,  or  vendues,  for  fifty-eight  years,  almost  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  also  learned  surveying,  his  instructor  being 
Fritz  Waldo  Martin,  a son  of  a Hessian,  and  a well-educated 
man.  Together  with  surveying  he  practiced  the  business  of 
conveyancer  and  scrivener,  for  which  his  fine  hand-writing 
well  fitted  him. 

His  legal  verbiage  was  not  always  couched  in  the  best 
English,  but  it  has  stood  the  test  of  courts,  and  it  had  one 
quality  not  possessed  by  all  the  documents  written  by  lawyers 
and  legal  officials — it  could  be  read.  He  kept  out  of  politics, 
the  only  offices  that  he  ever  held  being  those  of  school  director 
and  assessor. 

He  was  held  in  such  high  esteem  that,  by  many,  his  say- 
ings were  regarded  as  oracles,  his  advice  was  equivalent  to  a 
command,  his  decisions  were  without  appeal.  In  his  time  it 
was  not  deemed  necessary  to  record  deeds  in  the  court-house, 
and  he  became  the  custodian  of  deeds  as  well  as  of  wills,  con- 
tracts and  other  legal  documents,  and  at  his  death  such  papers, 
to  the  number  of  over  3,000,  were  found  in  his  desk  and  draw- 
ers. In  the  absence  of  the  convenient  banking  facilities  of  the 
present  day,  he  even  acted  as  banker,  and  he  also  frequently 
assumed  a fiduciary  relation,  serving  as  attorney,  guardian  and 
trustee. 

He  died  in  December,  1876.  His  remains  repose  on  Cedar 
Hill  Cemetery. 
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The  third  building,  erected  exclusively  for  school  pur- 
poses, was  located  on  Centre  street,  about  a square  south  of 
ATarket,  on  lands  of  the  Groves.  It  was  a wooden  structure, 
with  two  windows  on  each  of  its  four  sides  and  a door  in  the 
middle  of  the  west  side  facing  the  “Mill  Road.”  The  teach- 
er's desk  was  near  the  center  of  the  room,  and  the  pupils  sat 
on  benches  at  long,  narrow  tables  along  the  walls.  The  build- 
ing was  eventually  removed  to  the  Lebanon  and  Pinegrove 
road,  two  squares  south  of  the  St.  John’s  church,  where  it  is 
still  in  use,  as  a dwelling  house. 

OTHER  TEACHERS. 

A certain  English-speaking  individual  drifted  to  Stumps- 
town  late  in  the  thirties  and  taught  school  for  one  season  in 
Shnatterly’s  building.  From  the  fact  that  he  could  not  speak 
the  vernacular,  he  received  the  sobriquet  of  “Yankee  Robin- 
son.” All  English-speaking  strangers  in  those  days  were 
termed  Yankees  or  Irish.  This  young  man’s  full  name  was 
Lucius  Robinson,  and  nearly  forty  years  later  he  became  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  New  York,  succeeding  Samuel  J.  Tilden, 
and  serving  in  that  exalted  position  for  three  years,  from  1876 
to  1879.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  a pupil  of  Jacob  Shnatterly’s 
school,  Jacob  W.  Grove,  was  sent  as  a delegate  to  the  National 
convention  at  Chicago  in  1880,  to  assist  in  nominating  a can- 
didate for  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  a vStumpstown  pedagogue,  Lucius  Robinson,  from  Shnat- 
tcrly’s  school-house,  became  Governor  of  the  great  Empire 
State. 


'After  Robinson,  came  Aliss  Alary  Vanderslice,  who 
taught  in  the  same  building.  She  worked  somewhat  along 
kindergarten  lines,  teaching  her  girl-pupils  to  knit  and  sew, 
as  well  as  to  chant  the  multiplication  table.  She  also  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  first  Sunday  school  established  in  the 
village  in  St.  John's  church. 
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Miss  Ann  Stauffer  ^had  a school  in  the  building  on  the 
mill-road,  and  endeared  herself  to  her  pupils  by  presenting 
each  with  a small  five-by-eight  wood  engraving  of  birds  and 
flower  girls.  She  came  in  1850  from  Lancaster  county,  and 
was  a sister  of  Abraham  Stauffer,  who  was  the  agent  of  the 
Grubbs,  and  who  superintended  their  charcoal  interests  at  the 
Blue  Mountains.  After  one  term.  Miss  Stauffer  returned  to 
Manheim,  Lancaster  county,  where  she  married  Josiah  Landis, 
who  later  kept  a drug  store  in  that  borough.  She  died  there 
in  1901,  at  the  age  of  76  years. 

David  Weaber,  a son  of  Philip  Weaber,  the  turner,  taught 
in  a small  building  in  the  extreme  southeast  border  of  the 
town.  He  “kept  school”  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century. 
It  was  while  attending  Mr.  Weaber’s  school  that  Jacob  W. 
Grove  accidentally  broke  John  Weller’s  leg  while  at  play.  And 
then  there  was  trouble  and  pain  and  nights  of  insomnia.  Ah ! 
the  burdens  of  care  and  the  pangs  of  remorse  that  young 
hearts  must  carry ! 

David  Feehrer  was  one  of  the  first  teachers  under  the  com- 
mon school  system.  He  was  the  son  of  Peter  Feehrer,  the 
scrivener,  was  a cabinetmaker  by  trade,  and  in  the  forties  con- 
verted his  shop  into  a school-room,  making  his  work-benches 
serve  in  place  of  desks  and  tables.  The  room  was  heated  by 
a “ten-plate”  stove  in  which  the  fuel  was  wood.  He  had  a 
class  in  German  whose  text-book  was  the  Bible.  His  own 
daughter  of  twelve  years  and  Leah  Ulrich  comprised  the  class. 
Another  text-book  was  Byerley’s  speller,  which  contained  half 
a dozen  lesson  in  natural  history  in  short  essays  on  the  Gos- 
hawk, the  Condor  and  the  Buffalo.  The  modern  Roosevelt- 
ean  school  would  probably  at  this  day  class  i\Ir.  Byerley  with 
the  “nature-fakirs.” 

Another  teacher  under  the  new  system  was  Joseph  O. 
Shindel.  who  afterwards  returned  to  the  village  as  a doctor 
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of  medicine  and  assisted  Dr.  D.  H.  Beaver  in  his  practice  for 
some  years.  He  had  dark  eyes,  very  black  hair,  and  in  his 
general  appearance  bore  a striking  resemblance  to  the  poet, 
Edgar  Allen  Poe.  He  was  a native  of  Lebanon,  graduated  at 
a New  York  Medical  College,  became  a member  of  the  Leba- 
non County  Medical  Society  in  1851,  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession of  medicine  for  some  years  at  Cornwall. 

Another  of  the  old  schoolmasters  whose  praises  are  still 
sung  by  the  boys  and  girls  of  sixty  to  seventy-five  years  of 
age,  was  George  Washington  Ryan,  known  in  his  time  as 
'‘Wash  Ryan.”  He  succeeded  Jacob  Shnotterly  in  the  latter’s 
school-building,  and  taught  also  in  different  other  places  in 
the  township. 

He  was  born  August  5th,  1818,  in  Chester  county.  Pa., 
and  the  first  record  of  him  is  in  Shnotterly’s  roll  of  pupils  of 
Feeser’s  school,  in  which  occurs  the  name,  “George  Rine.”  In 
the  winter  of  1842  he  married  Sarah  Stroll,  a daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Stroh. 

Mr.  Ryan  was  a man  of  ability  and  energy,  and  before  the 
advent  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  he  served  as 
examiner  of  teachers  for  the  board  of  directors.  Later  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Enthusiastic  in  the  work  of 
Sunday  schools,  he  served  as  the  superintendent  of  an  early 
union  school,  and  was  the  life  of  the  summer  celebrations  in 
the  woods  where  cakes  and  lemonade,  singing  and  speech- 
making, were  the  principal  features,  the  country  brass  band 
being  unknown.  The  theme  of  his  own  addresses  as  a rule 
was,  “Keep  out  of  bad  company.” 

The  first  teacher  in  the  upper  room  on  the  south  side  of 
the  new  school  building  was  a man  named  William  Heffel- 
fingcr,  better  known  by  both  parents  and  pupils  as  “Billy.”  He 
was  lame,  carried  a cane  and  wore  a thick  sole  on  one  of  his 
shoes.  He  also  kept  a saloon  at  the  east  end  of  town,  and 
worked  for  (leorge  Kirst  as  a tinsmith.  It  was  during  his 
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term  that  “Felton’s  Outline  Maps’’  were  introduced.  The  divi- 
sions of  land  and  water  were  not  named  on  them  as  they  are 
on  a latter-day  map,  but  were  numbered,  the  numbers  refer- 
ring to  the  same  figures  with  the  geographical  names  in  a 
book  called  a “key,”  and  the  lessons  were  chanted,  or  sung  in 
rhyme,  to  the  tunes  of  “Yankee  Doodle,”  “Bruce’s  Address,” 
“Long,  Long  Ago,”  “Auld  Lang  Syne,”  “O,  Susanna,”  and 
several  other  airs  given  by  note  in  the  books.  It  was  a de- 
lightful method  of  learning  geography,  but  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  it  was  abandoned.  Some  of  the  best  singers  were 
Reuben  Barto  and  Sarah  Weaber.  Others  of  the  big  pupils 
were  Gideon  Shnotterly,  Marcus  Hofifa  and  Israel  Hay. 

The  teacher  was  in  the  habit  of  asking  miscellaneous  ques- 
tions just  before  dismissing  the  day’s  session.  One  of  these 
was  as  follows : “ What  is  the  distance  between  the  sun  and 

the  earth?”  Now  it  so  happened  that  the  smallest  pupil  in 
the  school  had  been  indulged  at  home,  the  Sunday  before,  with 
the  privilege  of  looking  over  one  of  his  mother’s  old  copy- 
books,  which  she  had  preserved,  and  among  the  “copies”  at  the 
head  of  the  pages  was  one  which  he  remembered.  So,  when  in 
answer  to  the  question,  he  sang  out,  “Ninety-five  millions  of 
miles,”  not  only  the  boys  and  girls,  but  the  master  himself, 
turned  eyes  of  astonishment  on  the  youngster,  and  after  dis- 
missal crowded  around  him  and  demanded  of  him  where  he 
got  his  erudite  answer ! 

Another  of  the  earliest  free-school  teachers  in  the  new 
school  house  built  in  1852  at  Fredericksburg,  was  Mr.  Free- 
man Gross,  who  is  still  remembered  with  reverence  and  affec- 
tion as  a model  schoolmaster.  Fie  came  to  this  county  in  1840, 
and  was  known  as  a New  York  “Yankee.” 

Freeman  Gross  was  born  Feb.  17th,  1817,  in  Cortland 
county.  New  York,  where  he  received  his  education.  He  was 
a fine  penman,  a good  mathematician,  and  was  the  first  school- 
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master  who  attempted  to  teach  English  grammar  in  the  vil- 
lage. 

On  the  25th  day  of  August,  1842,  he  was  married  to  one 
of  the  prettiest  girls  in  the  place,  Miss  Mary  A.  Wagner,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Wagner,  a carriage  manufacturer.  Of 
this  union  were  born  two  children  here, — Clinton,  who  died, 
aged  fifteen  years,  in  Illinois,  and  a daughter,  Lavinia,  the 
sweet  image  of  her  lovely  mother.  Later,  after  moving  West, 
anothr  daughter  was  born,  and  received  the  name  of  May. 

Freeman  Gross  was  a man  of  fine  physique,  was  very 
broad-minded,  and  possessed  great  force  of  character.  In  1856 
he  moved  on  a farm  near  Galva,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  where 
he  lived  nearly  half  a century,  and  where  he  died,  eighty-five 
years  old,  in  February,  1902.  Peace  to  his  ashes. 

In  mentioning  the  Yankees  and  the  Irish  who  wielded  the 
birch  in  old  Fredericksburg,  the  historian  must  not  forget 
Samuel  West  and  John  Moore.  West  came  from  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  was  unable  to  speak  “Dutch.”  He  was  a 
mild-mannered  gentleman,  wearing  a sandy  goatee  on  his 
chin,  and  after  one  term  he  married  a Miss  Capp,  of  East 
Hanover,  and  returned  to  his  native  heath  in  the  north.  He 
was  going  to  punish  a refractory  pupil  one  day,  who  refused 
to  take  a flogging  and  showed  fight.  Before  the  affair  was 
ended,  the  boy’s  head  came  in  violent  contact  with  the  sharp 
corner  of  a desk,  and  then  the  schoolroom  was  made  hideous 
by  his  vociferous  howls  and  his  bloody  face.  Mr.  West  was 
scared  at  the  sight  of  blood,  and  was  suddenly  changed  from 
a cruel  castigator  to  a Good  Samaritan,  trying  to  stanch  the 
How  of  gore  and  to  pacify  the  rebellious  cub.  He  feared  a 
lawsuit,  but  the  practice  of  blackmail  had  as  yet  not  been  devel- 
oped into  a fine  art.  and  no  arrest  followed. 

John  Moore  was  a well-built,  square-jawed  Scotch-Irish- 
man with  the  broad  accent  and  the  hearty  l)rogiie  of  Erin,  as 


yr- 

'i|i  > (ft:  r- 

: ’"‘il 

' ^ 


• , , i , , 
I ■ ' , 

• . 

t .1  *1 

I 


I 

’•  I I ' -I 

. I 
■r-  •I.- 

l • ■ J 

e ( f 

^’.P.  (y^ 


'yOTi:‘^M:n7  a 


) -U) 


•■"  ..  ■■  f;>  ^ fU 

I.  , >i.  Lhj  v''  'f<  ofll  lv» 

I.  :Y  j'',''Mvy.r  S'* 

' 1 : i jtn' r ''•?■» I'Kf  :‘;Vy^<  IMt#  >{H.t 

ii  /''...V  M -I  -i,,  i" l 

I-.';,,/  .r'*<*ic  ' /">/■•'  I'-!'!!  I',  •v-i;-'" 

1 '.V*'’  '’ix  r.’n-V  ‘ 1 1'.:*  ‘if'jufjj; 

N> 

- i;v'  /■;  .?ii  / 

IV  i/»  - a «■■'>  -'fl 

V .y  uj  n-  ; ■ r H«'f  vl ’t(i 

.'■i'l  nt  I*’  riVijff  , r?fi  ";.M  |t » J'Jt.)  rf(JtT/ 

■ . ^ 

;f.:>  .!  • ..  -M.'  ;Y  f'T 


-.'.1  .:vj(' 

* U,|  , ; '''if!*-!' 

.(  )t  ' fV.:'-' 

■ I'  i,  1,  . ,!.'.‘V/ 

A ! ' 

, if>  - 

".it  ,v j,i‘j,i'':»‘j  (vfi'f'M.jf 

■'  '/  1 

' \I l •-'■j' i ; k ’.* *( *.1 » •>■ ' J f f » • ^ ( M H 

.1,'  , : ■;  I 

uu.  'Ill  ,’i'<  ', 

i l^fUi  :;M*> 

' 1 : h 

h'tm 

' j'l  ' 

! -I ; 

;;,  !<»??■ 

<■  .y’’ 

,,  j.-.v:,:.  ' 

.ji:  i' 

:.  l/.i  . -,V  Si;'-. 

*'■■■.!;''♦ 

r,  'jil  r ','60  - fh  Jye^hnn 

■■'  ( ■ 1 'A  Jt)'  ■'  I ' 

•■  ,'i 

j<nj, 

..  , 1' f-/ 

^ }n ; *f' 

,'.’rt  ' ij '■>'/' 0 t^^*'Y  (0 

fi.'  }!)''  ■*-  t 

' i'Ct;  ’ 'I  f 

j.'if  hi 

1 

■il4'  ’*  ^ 

4 ''1 

1/}')  -•)'■■  l!  -.• 

'•  -'f'lJ 

) )'»  ^/oR 

^•1 

i.,  ' ,'i'Y/;')  )'_t  '■ 

.v-tyiT’K  oil  Uif,  .i'tfi.  -dnr  t,  hini  IvivjO 

ytri  ‘fill  fvi'tiR  D<ij  ifJt^  fii'Jfi 

'.p'  il/l. 


202 


LEBANON  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


well  as  the  Hibernian  love  for  whiskey.  He  was  quite  an  elo- 
cutionist, and  when  in  his  cups  on  holidays  and  Saturdays 
would  declaim  “Lochinvar”  and  Peter  Pindar’s  “Razor  Seller’' 
to  a bar-room  audience,  with  wild  gestures  and  great  enthusi- 
asm. He  was  a master  of  penmanship  and  ornamental  writ- 
ing, and  the  “tickets  of  merit”  which  he  wrote  in  German  text 
and  gave  to  certain  of  his  pupils  are  still  preserved  between 
the  pages  of  old  schoolbooks  as  specimens  of  artistic  callig- 
raphy. Mr.  Moore  was  also  a master  of  profanity,  and  when 
irritated  would  curse  and  swear  at  his  boys  like  one  of  Charles 
O’Malley’s  dragoons.  In  his  later  years  he  tried  to  sell  books, 
but  he  became  very  poor.  A number  of  his  old  ex-pupils 
formed  themselves  into  a sort  of  benevolence  club,  and  for  a 
time  chipped  together  and  paid  for  his  board  and  lodging  in 
Lebanon,  but  the  poor  fellow  eventually  drifted  to  the  county 
almshouse,  where  he  died  towards  the  close  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  old  Stumpstown  as  early  as 
the  40’s  had  a school  of  English  Elocution.  The  teacher  was 
Mr.  Peter  Grove,  a son  of  the  projector  of  the  grist  mill  south 
of  the  village,  and  the  text-book  was  “Comstock’s  Elocution.” 

The  class  was  quite  large.  The  sessions  were  held  in 
Schnatterly’s  school  building  and  in  the  schoolhouse  on  the 
mill-road.  It  was  a common  occurrence,  while  the  scholars 
were  practicing  their  recitations  and  gestures,  to  have  visitors 
to  whom  the  exercises  were  quite  entertaining.  One  of  these 
was  an  old  farmer,  who  appeared  especially  to  enjoy  listening 
to  extracts  from  Milton’s  “Paradise  Lost,”  and  to  Thomas 
Campbell’s  poem  on  the  “P»attle  of  Hohenlinden,”  which  was 
fought  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Isar.  In  the  poem  occur  the 
lines : 

"And  dark  as  winter  was  the  flow 
Of  Isar  rolling  rapidly.” 

In  another  recitation  was  the  line : 

"Cut  those  huge  whiskers  off  thy  face!” 
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The  farmer  himself  wore  a large,  full  beard,  and  in  ex- 
pressing his  opinion  of  the  exercises,  he  said  in  his  quaint 
German  lingo : 

“Wass  r recht  gut  gegliche  hab,  war  des  ‘rolli’  rabidly,’ 
aber  des  ‘cut  off  my  wishers,’  des  hat  mi’  nit  shoe  dunkt !” 
(“What  I liked  very  well  was  the  piece  ‘Rolli  rapidly,’  but 
the  line  ‘Cut  off  my  whiskers,’  that  methinks  wasn’t  nice  at 
all!”) 
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FREE  SCHOOLS. 

In  the  winter  of  1838,  before  legislation  was  done  by  dic- 
tation through  a party  machine,  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly 
put  into  practice  a bit  of  the  referendum  theory,  and  submit- 
ted to  the  people  the  question  of  accepting  or  rejecting  the  new 
free  school  system,  and  there  appeared  in  public  places  the 
following : 

NOTICE. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  qualified  Citizens  of  Bethel  Town- 
ship in  the  County  of  Lebanon,  that  an  Election  will  be  held  on  tri- 
day  the  16th  day  of  March  next,  at  the  Public  House  of  Jacob  Ruty  in 
'Stumipstown,  between  the  hours  of  one  and  four  o’clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  said  day,  to  decite  by  ballot,  for  to  adopt  or  refuse  the 
'General  Education  System,  in  the  district  of  the  Township  of 
Bethel  aforesaid. 

HENRY  CLICK. 

JOHN  DESIH, 

GEORGE  WEBBERT, 
HENRY  UHRICH. 

JOHN  BOWMAN, 

JACOB  SNOTTERLY, 

February  26th,  1S38.  School  Directors. 

When  the  election  was  held  the  written  ballots  read 
‘'School"  and  “No  School."  One  of  the  election  officers  was 
from  the  eastern  part  of  the  township,  and  was  even  more  vio- 
lently opposed  to  the  system  than  the  others.  It  was  his  duty 
to  open  and  read  aloud  the  ballots,  or  tickets,  while  the  in- 
spectors kept  tally.  When  the  ballots  favored  his  side,  he 
would  read  them  in  loud,  triumphant  tones.  “No  Shkole,” 
“No  Shkole,”  “No  Shkole!”  But  when  they  bore  but  one 
word,  his  voice  would  sink  into  a sort  of  low  and  sad  wail, 
“Shkole,”  “Shkole!”' 
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When  the  votes  were  counted,  Bethel  stood  among  the 
majority  of  districts  rejecting  the  system,  including  the  Leba- 
nons,  both  townships  and  borough,  but  it  was  finally  forced 
upon  the  whole  county  by  the  State  Legislature,  and  then 
along  came  the  County  Superintendent. 

Prior  to  the  advent  of  this  august  official,  it  was  cus- 
tomary for  the  school  board,  or  trustees,  to  appoint  a local 
examiner,  who  decided  upon  the  merits  and  qualifications  of 
applicants  for  schools.  One  of  these  examiners  was  George 
W.  Ryan,  and  the  following  is  a specimen  of  an  examiner’s 
certificate.  It  is  here  given  verbatim  et  literatim. 

'T  the  Undersigned  Being  appointed  Examiner  By  the  Board 
of  school  Directors  of  Bethel  Township. 

I do  certify  that  having  Examined  Jacob  L.  Bicksler  and  know 
him  to  be  of  good  Moral  Character  and  qualified  to  teach  the  follow- 
ing Branches  Reading  'Writing  Arithmetic  Mathematics  Grammar 
& Geography 

Witness  my  hand  this  20th  day  of  Nov  ’52 


The  advent  of  the  County  Superintendent  in  1854  marked 
a new  era  in  school  affairs.  The  first  incumbent  was  John  H. 
Kluge,  of  Lebanon,  a teacher  in  the  Lebanon  Academy  build- 
ing on  the  corner  of  Willow  and  the  “plank  road,”  now  Tenth 
street.  He  was  a short,  fat  man,  with  a round,  pleasant  face 
and  a kind  heart,  but  withal  of  a somewhat  sarcastic  turn,  as 
the  following  incident  will  show : 

It  was  a day  in  the  month  of  September,  early  in  the  fif- 
ties. A number  of  old  schoolmasters  with  some  younger  men 
were  behind  the  desks  in  room  number  4 in  the  new  school- 
house,  while  Mr.  Kluge,  as  examiner,  occupied  the  large  desk 
facing  the  class.  The  branch  was  English  grammar,  and  the 
examination  was  oral. 
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‘‘Mr.  X,”  said  the  Superintendent  in  mild  tones,  “what  is 
English  grammar  ?“ 

In  a shrill  treble  Mr.  X replied,  “Well,  I cannot  say  much 
about  it.” 

“Don't  you  know  anything  about  English  grammar?”  was 
the  next  question. 

“O,  yes,  I know  some.” 

“Well,  then,  Mr.  X,  will  you  tell  me  what  a noun  is?” 
said  Mr.  Kluge. 

“A  noun?”  repeated  the  old  pedagogue,  rolling  his  eyes 
along  the  ceiling  as  if  to  find  an  answer  there.  “No,  sir;  I 
cannot  say  chust  now  what — what  a noun  is.” 

“Why,  Mr.  X,  if  you  know  anything  at  all  about  gram- 
mar, you  should  be  able  to  answer  this  question ; it  is  the 
simplest  one  I can  ask  you.” 

This  was  too  much  for  our  old  friend  Mr.  X,  and  in  his 
thin  treble  he  almost  shouted,  “Well,  I haf  kep’  school  dese 
twenty-fife  years !” 

“Is  it  possible?”  said  Mr.  Kluge,  slowly  but  with  empha- 
sis, and  passed  on  to  the  next  candidate  for  pedagogic  privi- 
leges. 
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THE  BIG  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 

Almost  a score  of  years  elapsed  after  the  passage  of  the 
free  school  law,  in  1834,  before  the  townships  began  the  erec- 
tion of  district  school-houses.  In  Bethel  they  were  made  of 
brick,  with  the  exception  of  one  in  the  Monroe  Valley,  where 
native  granite  from  the  mountain  was  used.  Two  brick  struc- 
tures were  put  up  at  and  near  Mount  Zion,  costing  $300  each. 
The  contractors  were  Martin  Daub  and  Jacob  Smith,  and  it 
was  said  that  they  made  some  money  by  their  contracts.  The 
buildings  served  their  purpose  for  nearly  forty  years. 

In  1850  Fredericksburg  had  children  for  three  schools. 
These  were  kept  open  four  months  in  the  year,  one  in  David 
Feehrer’s  “lean-to”  cabinetmaker  shop,  in  the  rear  of  his  one- 
story  residence,  on  North  Center  street ; one  in  Philip  KrebT 
weaver  shop  on  Mechanic  street,  and  a third  on  South  Center 
street,  known  as  the  Grove  schoolhouse  on  the  Mill  road.  The 
village  had  been  divided  into  three  precincts,  and  the  schools 
were  not  graded,  when  the  problem  of  erecting  public  school- 
buildings  presented  itself.  , 

Some  of  the  citizens  favored  graded  schools  and  a single 
building.  Others,  who  were  more  conservative,  were  loth  to 
depart  from  established  customs,  and  clamored  for  three  build- 
ings in  diflerent  sections  of  the  village.  The  latter  saw  no 
benefit  in  having  different  grades,  and  at  once  the  people  re- 
solved themselves  into  two  factions,  each  warring'  for  its  own 
ideas.  The  figiit  was  bitter,  and  the  air  was  thick  with  argu- 
ments on  both  sides,  in  which  were  breathed  schemes  of  bribing 
courts  to  gain  a point,  and  of  buying  the  Pennsylvania  Assem- 
bly  to  get  a special  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  three  separ- 
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ate  buildings.  The  writer  was  a boy  of  only  seven  years,  but 
he  remembers  a discussion  in  Levi  BickeTs  store,  in  which  a 
young  father  offered  as  a contribution  to  a corruption  fund 
with  which  to  beat  the  enemy  one  of  a small  pile  of  banknotes, 
which  he  had  salted  down  for  a rainy  day  ! 

He  also  remembers  a story,  ofteu  repeated,  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  a large  school  building  in  New  York  City,  crushed  by 
its  own  weight  and  that  of  the  many  pupils  it  contained,  in 
which  a large  number  of  children  were  killed  and  mangled. 

To  the  single-building  party  came  the  victory,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1852  the  Big  School-house  was  erected  on  a lot 
bought  from  Mrs.  Barbara  Klingler,  opposite  the  southern 
part  of  St.  John’s  graveyard. 

Owing  probably  to  the  philanthropic  efforts  of  the  Ameri- 
can Sunday-School  Union  of  Philadelphia,  by  whom  a library 
was  donated  to  it,  the  first  Sunday-school  of  Fredericksburg 
was  established  in  St.  John’s  church  on  the  17th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1844.  The  officers  were  as  follows:  Superintendent, 

Henry  S.  Byerle ; Assistant  Superintendent,  Daniel  Brua ; Li- 
brarian and  Treasurer.  John  H.  Lick;  Teachers,  David 
VVeaber,  John  P.  Grumbine,  David  Feehrer,  Levi  Bickel,  Jacob 
Weaber,  Elizabeth  Gring,  Elizabeth  Hoff  a,  Mary  E.  Vander- 
slice,  Mrs.  Susanna  Bickel,  Mary  Weaber  and  Elizabeth 
Weaber.  It  started  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  schol- 
ars. Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  a few  of  the  conserva- 
tive church  members  who  were  unfavorable  to  Sunday-schools 
on  g'eneral  principles,  and  who  were  hostile  to  having  their 
sanctuary  invaded  by  an  institution  which  admitted  the  chil- 
dren of  outside  sectarians,  it  had  its  home  in  the  Lutheran  and 
Reformed  church  for  eight  years.  It  was  then  suggested  that 
the  new  big  school-building  to  be  erected  might  be  constructed 
somewhat  after  the  manner  of  modern  city  churches,  with  a 
hall  in  the  basement  for  Sunday-school  purposes,  the  funds 
for  the  payment  of  this  liall  to  be  raised  by  private  sul)scrip- 
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lion.  The  suggestion  was  adopted,  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  township  should  be  taxed  for  the  cost  of  a four-roomed, 
two-story  building,  and  that  the  expense  of  the  basement  hall 
be  raised  by  soliciting  contributions  from  the  people. 

l^)Ut  after  further  discussing  the  pros  and  cons,  it  was 
eventually  concluded  that,  since  it  was  easier  for  the  Sunday- 
scholars  to  ascend  to  the  top  of  the  building  once,  than  for  the 
day-pupils  to  do  so  a dozen  times  a week,  the  “basement  halT’ 
should  go  next  to  the  roof.  And  thus  it  came  that  the  “base- 
ment” of  the  school-house  was  located  on  the  top-floor,  while 
the  two  lower  stories  were  divided  into  four  rooms  with  an 
aggregate  capacity  of  about  220  pupils. 

It  was  a red  letter  day  for  Fredericksburg  when  the  cor- 
ner-stone was  laid  at  the  close  of  summer  in  1852.  The 
weather  was  beautiful,  and  great  crowds  of  strangers  thronged 
the  village.  Speeches,  sermons  and  the  singing  of  hymns  filled 
the  day,  and  happy  excitement  was  visible  everywhere.  Only 
the  defeated  three-building  partisans  either  remained  in  their 
homes  or  went  out  of  town  on  a visit.  Jacob  L.  Bicksler  read 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  the  crowd.  Rev.  John 
Gring,  Rev.  John  Stein  and  Rev.  Mr.  Romig  were  the  orators 
of  the  day,  and  succeeded  so  well  in  their  efforts  to  open  the 
hearts  and  purses  of  the  people,  that  the  collections  taken  up 
by  the  committees  well  justified  the  labor  and  trouble  expended 
in  getting  up  the  affair. 

Among  the  articles  deposited  within  the  corner-stone  were 
the  following:  A small  pocket-Bible,  a “Union  Hymn  Book,” 
a silver  dime  of  1839,  a silver  three-cent  piece  of  1852,  and 
a copper  half-cent  of  1851  : also  a piece  of  paper  on  which 
was  inscribed  the  following  bit  of  local  history:  “The  town 

of  Fredericksburg  contains  80  houses  and  three  churches,  viz., 
one  Lutheran  and  Reformed,  one  Evangelical  and  one  Wine- 
brennarian ; three  stores,  viz.,  John  II.  Lick’s,  Jacob  C. 
Seltzers  and  Henry  Gelbach  & I Irc'jther's : three  hotels,  viz.. 
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Michael  Wagner’s  Sylvester  Woods’  and  William  Earnest’s; 
four  blacksmiths,  four  coach  and  wagon  makers,  three  tanners, 
four  shoemakers,  three  tailors,  one  tobacconist,  four  shop- 
carpenters,  one  stove  and  tinsmith,  one  doctor,  D.  H.  Beaver, 
M.D, ; two  preachers,  Rev.  John  Gring  and  Rev.  H.  H.  Gel- 
bach  ; one  cooper,  two  harness-makers,  one  butcher,  one  sur- 
veyor, two  wheel-wrights  and  two-chairmakers.  John  H.  Lick 
is  postmaster;  John  Hoffa  is  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  John 
Desh,  Constable.” 

In  addition  there  were  placed  in  the  stone  a copy  of  the 
“WaJirer  Demokrat”  of  August  20,  1852;  a copy  of  the  “Liba- 
lion  Demokrat"  of  August  27,  1852;  a “Youth’s  Penny  Ga- 
zette" of  Aug'ust  18,  1852;  “Sunday  School  Journal"  of  Aug- 
ust 18,  1852  ; “Philadelphia  Daily  News”  of  August  20,  1852  ; 
“Lebanon  Courier"  of  August  27,  1852;  “Lebanon  Advertiser” 
of  August  25,  1852;  “Kirchen  Zeutung"  of  August  16,  1852. 
Also  a copy  of  the  constitution,  comprising  a “Preamble”  and 
one  “Article”  divided  into  eleven  “Sections.”  It  was  a unicjue 
document,  part  of  which  is  here  given : 

“PREAM'BDE.” 

“We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  associate  into  a society  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a Sunday  School ; also  a Bible  class, 
which  will  cause  an  extension  of  our  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
ture and  also  of  the  rising  generation,  and  improve  the  morals  of  the 
young  and  to  teach  them  a right  and  wrong.  And  that  we  all  may 
live  in  the  fear  of  God  and  teach  our  pupils  the  way  to  Heaven  and 
to  honor  their  parents.  And  as  such  a society  ought  to  be  governed 
by  certain  rules  and  regulations,  we  do  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to 
support  the  following  constitution  and  rules: 

ARTICLE  I. 

Section  1.  This  is  to  be  styled  the  Fredericksburg  Union  Sun- 
day School. 

Sec.  4.  The  officers  of  the  school  are  two  superintendents,  one 
president,  six  vice  presidents,  one  secretary  and  one  treasurer  to  be 
elected  annually. 
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Sec,  11.  The  rewards  are  to  he  .paid  as  follows, — Every  scholar 
for  his  'Coming  and  good  behavior  shall  have  one  blue  ticket;  for 
committing  one  hymn,  one  blue  ticket;  for  every  five  verses  in  the 
Testament  or  Bible  one  blue  ticket,  and  for  every  six  blue  tickets 
one  red  ticket.” 

Sixty-five  names  were  attached  to  the  document,''''  and  tlie 
officers  were:  Superintendents,  George  \V.  Ryan  and  John 
Buchmoyer;  president,  John  Klingler;  vice-presidents,  C.  O. 
Meily,  Isaac  Barto,  George  Boeshore,  Isaac  Wagner,  Jonathan 
Geesaman  and  John  Faber;  secretary  and  librarian,  Samuel 
Weaber;  treasurer,  John  H.  Lick. 

Although  scarcely  to  be  compared  in  its  architecture  and 
general  appearance  with  the  costly  and  palatial  school  build- 
ings in  the  tax-ridden  and  debt-encumbered  towns  and  cities  of 
the  present  time,  the  “big  school-house’’  was  epute  an  imposing 
structure,  and  was  the  pride  of  the  town.  It  was  surmounted 
by  a cupola  containing  a bell,  and  had  in  its  eastern  gable  a 
large  ornamental,  circular  window,  which  was  an  object  of 
admiration  to  many.  Its  four  rooms  were  furnished  with  short 
desks  each  seating  two  pupils,  but  for  the  first  few  years  only 
three  rooms  were  in  use,  and  the  high  school  was  attended  by 
both  sexes.  The  walls  were  beautifully  hung  with  new  maps, 
and  then  came  a clamor  for  a blackboard.  A local  “shop- 
carpenter”  was  given  the  order,  and  a board  was  put  up  large 
enough  to  stretch  across  the  entire  rear  wall  of  the  high- 


*George  W.  Ryan.  Henry  Ijlrich,  David  Weaber,  Jolin  P"aber,  .lohn 
Klingler.  Levi  Sliittier,  Levi  Weaber,  Isaac  Llrich,  .losiah  Desli,  Sam uel 
.Hauer  (H  S. ).  Samuel  Hauer.  Henry  Buchmo.ver,  Isaac  Eshelmaif,  .John 
Huclimoyer,  Georg e ts.o'esh dTe,  George  Wagner.  E.  D.  McCauly,  George 
iBrutzman.  .Jacob  Gettel,  .John  Wagner,  Jildward  liettlefinger,  Caroline 
'Hauer,  Mary  Seagrist,  Mary  Paine.  Rebecca  Miller.  Meanda  Gettel. 
Mary  Ann  Jiupp,  Leah  Peters,  Isaac  Wagner,  C.  O.  Meily,  Isaac  Barto, 
Samuel  Weaber,  .John  Wright.  Pauline  Hautz  Lucinda  Hauer..  Salesa 
Pinner,  Elizabeti'.i  Gettel,  H.  H.  Gelbach,  Gidemi  Sich  nofferly,  I.  D. 
P^ieiif^ei',  Nathaniel  Krebs.  Henry  Wagner.  Henry  Miller,  .ir..  Henry 
Sveaber,  Samuel  Stickel,  Amos  Walmer,  .losiah  S.  Light,  George  Hauer 
( H S.) ■ .laccb  Rudy  (P  S).  .Jehu  B.  Moyer,  .Jacob  b'.  OberTTTitlzoi , .Tona- 
flian  Geesaman.  Itobert  Britton,  Sarah  Wagner,  Elizabeth  Groh,  Sarah 
Ann  Klingler.  Adeline  Faber.  Heniietta  lUrich,  Ma.gdalena  Moyer.  Mar.v 
Kohr.  L>’dia  Light,  Susanmi,  Shue\-.  ,Sa\Ula  \\'.  Martin.  Susanna  Sar.ge. 
^V,illiam  'Walboi-n. 
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schoolroom.  The  result  was  a failure  for  the  well-meaning 
but  ignorant  artisan  had  drawn  a bead  along  the  surface  edge 
of  every  six-inch  board  composing  it,  and,  as  a finishing  touch, 
had  given  it  a thick  and  glossy  coat  of  varnish  on  which  chalk 
made  no  impression,  thus  rendering  it  quite  useless. 

When  the  fourth  room  was  utilized  in  1855,  and  a girls’ 
school  was  established.  Miss  Lizzie  Rise,  of  Lebanon,  became 
the  first  teacher.  That  winter  a theatrical  entertainment  was 
given  in  the  Sunday-school  hall,  on  a stage  built  over  the 
benches  in  the  ‘'amen  corner”  towards  the  southwest.  It  was 
called  “the  exhibition,”  and  among  the  actors  were  Freeman 
Gross,  Jerome  S.  Weaber,  Lizzie  Rise,  Sarah  Weaber,  Reuben 
Barto  and  some  of  the  smaller  pupils.  In  a play  called  “The 
Boston  Boys,”  Gideon  Shnotterly  had  the  part  of  the  British 
General  Howe,  whose  sword  and  epaulettes,  together  with  the 
flag  and  drum  carried  by  the  boys,  made  the  entertainment  very 
interesting.  The  attendance  was  not  as  full  as  the  occasion 
merited,  a silly  report  having  been  set  afloat  that  the  building 
was  insecure  and  would  break  down  with  the  weight  of  a 
crowd.  The  report  was  groundless,  for  in  later  times  it  was 
often  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  without  any  mishap,  although 
the  bug-a-boo  retained  its  hold  on  the  minds  of  some  persons 
as  long  as  they  lived. 

Towards  the  spring  of  186S,  during  a'  rehearsal  for  a 
dramatic  entertainment,  a lamp,  placed  too  near  the  ceiling, 
ignited  the  laths  in  the  plaster,  and  the  floor  of  the  Sunday- 
school  room  above  was  set  on  fire.  A book-case,  containing 
library  books,  was  partly  consumed,  and  the  building  itself 
was,  for  a time,  threatened  with  destruction,  but  by  great  effort 
the  fire  was  put  out,  and  the  damage  was  afterwards  repaired 
with  the  proceeds  of  the  entertainment. 

In  the  seventies  each  of  the  four  denominations  started  a 
Sunday-school  in  its  own  church,  and  the  hall  was  abandoned 
to  the  brass  band,  which  was  organized  in  1869,  as  a practice- 
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In  1894,  after  serving  its  purpose  for  forty-two  years,  the 
building  was  demolished,  and  a new  one  was  erected  on  the 
corner  of  Pinegrove  and  Walnut  streets.  There  the  old  bell 
is  still  doing  service. 
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VIL 

THE  MILITARY. 

Jacol)  Meily  was  a soldier  in  the  War- of  the  Revolution. 
He  was  known  as  Ca])tain  Meily.  On  his  return  home  he 
became  constable  in  1784  and  in  1786  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Assembly,  where  he  served  seven  successive  terms. 

Fredericksburg'  furnished  a number  of  soldiers  for  the 
army  in  the  War  of  1812,  which,  on  their  return  home,  they 
spoke  of  as  the  “Raltimore  War.”  Two  of  these  were  John 
Walborn  and  Georg'e  Binner,  both  of  whom  somewhat  late  in 
life  received,  as  pension  or  bounty,  from  the  Lhiited  States 
g'overnment,  a tract  of  land  in  the  west  which  they  sold  for 
cash.  I have  in  my  possession  a short  sword,  or  cutlass,  which 
was  carried  by  Walborn  as  a side  arm. 

A new  militia  law  was  enacted  in  1818,  and  we  learn  that 
a volunteer  company  was  in  existence  as  early  as  1826.  It  was 
commanded  by  Captain  John  L.  Miller,  and  was  part  of  tlie 
" lnde])endent  Battalion  of  Jonestown.”  under  Major  Eckert, 
who  kept  a store  on  the  southwestern  corner  of  Market  square. 
In  corroboration  of  this  statement,  the  honorable  discharg'e  of 
private  Jacol)  Behney,  a member  of  the  company,  is  here  given  : 

“I,  John  L.  Miller,  Captain,  duly  commissioned  and  command- 
ing the  organized  Volunteer  Company,  called  the  “Fredericksburg 
Guards”  now  attached  to  the  Independent  Battalion  of  Jonestown. 
Ecibanon  county,  Penn’a,  Do  hereby  certify  by  virtue  of  the  10th 
Section  of  the  Militia  Law  of  the  24th  of  March,  A.  D.  1818,  Thar 
JACOB  BEiHNEY  uniformed  and  equipped  himself,  and  faithfully 
served  as  a member  of  said  company,  for  the  space  of  seven  suc- 
cessive years,  commencing  on  the  15th  day  of  May,  182G,  and  is 
therefare  exenrpted  from  Militia  duty  except  in  Invasion,  Insurrec- 
tion, or  actual  War,  and  is  entitled  to  be  honorably  discharged. 
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Witness  my  hand  at  Fredericksburg,  the  4th  day  of  June  A. 
D.  1833. 

JOHN  L.  M'lLHER,  Captain. 

Captain  Joseph  Long  succeeded  Miller  to  the  command  of 
the  Guards.  In  1844.  the  militia  of  the  State  were  called  upon 
to  quell  the  Kensington  riots  near  Philadelphia.  These  riots 
were  caused  by  a certain  organization  of  ‘‘native  Americans” 
that  insisted  on  the  reading  of  the  Protestant  Bible  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  some  of  which  were  largely  made  up  of  Catholic 
pupils.  In  these  disturbances  a number  of  persons  were  killed, 
and  a Catholic  church  and  some  other  buildings  were  burned 
down. 

CAPTAIN  RYAN. 


Before  the  Fredericksburg  Guards  were  ready  to  respond 
to  the  call  for  soldiers,  the  rioting  was  stopped,  and  George  W. 
Ryan  was  made  the  commanding  officer,  succeeding  Long.  The 
following  is  the 


ROSTER  OF  THE  “INDEPENDENT  GUARDS”  OF  FREDERICKSBURG 

IN  1848. 

Captain,  George  Washington  Ryan;  First  Lieutenant,  John  H.  Lick; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Kiefer;  First  Sergeant,  Abraham 
Stauffer;  Second  Sergeant,  George  Basehore;  Third  Sergeant, 
Samuel  Lick;  Fourth  Sergeant,  Daniel  Basehore;  Corporals, 
David  Krebs,  Jacob  Wlagner,  John  Kleinfelter  and  John  Sat- 
tazahn. 

Fifer,  Elias  Desh;  Tenor  Drummer,  Simon  Stroh;  Bass  Drummer, 
Henry  Miller;  Bugler,  J.  Strohman;  Ensign,  Jacob  Sholly. 


Jacob  Krebs, 

.Taccb  Wagner,  Jr., 
,Tohn  Behny, 

Amos  H.  Gettel, 
Martin  Rudy, 
Jonathan  Rudy, 
Edward  Deitzler, 
Martin  H.  Gettel, 
Jacob  Behny. 

.John  Sliolly 


Privates. 

Gottlieb  Klingler, 
Andrew  Wenner, 
John  Miller, 
William  Behny, 
Isaac  Desh, 
Michael  Wagner, 
Sylvester  Wooas, 
.John  Rudy, 

Peter  Bixler, 

John  Batdorf, 


.Jacob  Shaeffer, 
John  S hep  pier, 
Christian  M^lborn, 
.John  K.  Wagner, 
.John  Levi  Gring, 
Philip  Miller, 

John  Dubbs, 

Jonas  Rudy, 

Peter  Groh, 

.John  S.  Miller. 
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VII. 

THE  MILITARY. 

Jacob  Meily  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 
He  was  known  as  Captain  Meily.  On  his  return  lioine  he 
became  constable  in  1784  and  in  1786  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Assembly,  where  he  served  seven  successive  terms. 

Fredericksburg  furnished  a number  of  soldiers  for  the 
army  in  the  War  of  1812,  which,  on  their  return  home,  they 
spoke  of  as  the  “Baltimore  War.”  Two  of  these  were  John 
Walborn  and  Georg'e  Dinner,  both  of  whom  somewhat  late  in 
life  received,  as  pension  or  bounty,  from  the  United  States 
government,  a tract  of  land  in  the  west  which  they  sold  for 
cash.  I have  in  my  possession  a short  sword,  or  cutlass,  which 
was  carried  by  Walborn  as  a side  arm. 

A new  militia  law  was  enacted  in  1818,  and  we  learn  that 
a volunteer  company  was  in  existence  as  early  as  1826.  It  was 
commanded  by  Captain  John  L.  Miller,  and  was  part  of  the 
“Independent  Battalion  of  Jonestown,”  under  Major  Eckert, 
who  kept  a store  on  the  southwestern  corner  of  Market  scpiare. 
In  corroboration  of  this  statement,  the  honorable  discharge  of 
private  Jacob  Behney,  a member  of  the  company,  is  here  given : 

“I,  John  L.  Miller,  Captain,  duly  commissioned  and  command- 
ing the  organized  VoLunteer  Company,  called  the  “Fredericksburg 
Guards”  now  attached  to  the  Independent  Battalion  of  Jonestown, 
Bebanon  county,  Penn’a,  Do  hereby  certify  by  virtue  of  the  10th 
Section  of  the  Militia  Law  of  the  24th  of  March,  A.  D.  1818,  That 
JACOB  BEiHNEY  uniformed  and  equipped  himself,  and  faithfully 
served  as  a member  of  said  'CO.m,pany,  for  the  space  of  seven  suc- 
cessive years,  commencing  on  the  loth  day  of  May,  182G,  and  is 
therefare  exempted  from  Militia  duty  except  in  Invasion,  Insurrec- 
tion, or  actual  War,  and  is  entitled  to  be  honorably  discharged. 
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Daniel  Brua,  John  Barge,  Aibraham  Wolf  and  Raymond  Lewis, 
were  also  members  of  the  G-uards  at  a different  period,  under  Cap- 
tain Ryan. 

Though  somewhat  below  the  medium  height,  Captain  Ryan 
looked  every  inch  the  soldier  in  his  picturesque  uniform  of  blue 
and  white,  with  a bunch  of  gracefully  drooping  ostrich  feath- 
ers overtopping  his  chapeau.  His  loud  commands  always  sent 
a thrill  of  admiration  into  the  very  souls  of  the  half-grown 
boys,  who  witnessed  the  wonderful  evolutions  of  the  old-time 
military  tactics.  ' 

In  i86i  Captain  Ryan  moved  with  his  family  to  Middle- 
burg.  Snyder  county.  Pa.  When  the  Slaveholders’  Rebellion 
broke  out,  he  entered  the  volunteer  army  as  Captain  of  Com- 
pany F,  131st  Reg.,  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  while  leading  his  company  to 
the  charge.  He  was  first  shot  iir  the  right  leg,  but  limped 
along  until  another  rebel  bullet  pierced  his  head.  He  lies  bur- 
ied in  a soldier’s  cemetery  in  Virginia. 

CAPT  AIN  WILLIAM  EARNEST. 

Captain  William  Earnest  was  born  at  Palmyra,  Dauphin 
county,  in  1809, — Lebanon  county  not  being  erected  until  font 
years  later.  His  parents  were  John  Earnest  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Leah  Rahm.  He  was  a butcher  by  trade, 
but  entered  the  hotel  business  on  the  south  side  of  Market 
square  at  Fredericksburg,  in  which  he  remained  for  nineteen 
years,  when  he  retired  from  active  life  and  moved  to  Jones- 
town. Flis  wife  was  Leah  Desh,  a daughter  of  Philip  and 
Ilannah  Desh,  iicc  Fox. 

.\s  mine  host  of  the  Fredericksburg-  Hotel,  he  was  one  of 
the  most  obliging  of  landlords,  kind-hearted  and  generous  to 
a fault,  and  l)y  his  fatherly  treatment  of  his  patrons  he  gained 
the  nickname  of  “Daddy  Earnest,”  or  “Dawdy  Arnsht,”  in  the 
language  of  the  time  and  place.  This  title  was  bestowed  on 
him  more  from  a feeling  of  filial  esteem  than  out  of  ridicule. 
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His  hostelry  was  widely  known  and  largely  patronized  by 
travelers  prior  to  the  time  of  railroads.  In  the  middle  of  the 
century  it  became  the  resort  of  a fox-hunting  club  of  wealthy 
sports  of  the  vicinity  of  Pottsville,  who  used  to  come  riding 
in  the  saddle  across  the  Blue  Mountain  with  their  ladies, 
bringing  a big  pack  of  hounds  and  many  fine  horses,  with  all 
the  elegant  equipments  of  an  English  hunting  party. 

It  was  a sight  that  the  village  boys  enjoyed,  to  see  them 
booted  and  spurred,  galloping  across  country,  leaping  fences 
and  ditches,  the  men  shouting,  the  hounds  baying,  and  all  fol- 
lowing the  trail  of  poor  Reynard  until  he  was  lost  in  the. 
woods,  or  was  caught  and  cruelly  torn  to  pieces  by  the  dogs. 

One  of  the  hunters  was  named  Claude  White,  who  after- 
wards became  an  officer  in  a cavalry  regiment  in  the  Union 
army  in  which  enlisted  at  a later  day  a number  of  Fredericks- 
burg boys  who  first  admired  him  as  a fox  hunter  and  later 
served  under  him  in  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  in  hunting- 
rebels  on  southern  battlefields. 

When  William  Earnest  became  captain  of  the  'Tndepend- 
ent  Guards”  of  Fredericksburg,  in  1858,  he  received  his  com- 
mission from  Governor  Wm.  F.  Packer.  The  following  is  the 
roster  of  his  company : 

Captain,  William  Earnest;  First  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Gallaglier;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  W.m.  D.  Boltz;  Orderly  Sergeant,  Jerome  S. 

Weaber. 

uvliisi'cians, — Fifer,  Henry  Ulrich;  Tenor  Drummers,  Simon  Stroh  and 

Milton  Meyer;  Bass  Drummer,  Israel  Hay. 


PRIVATES. 


Peter  Hauer,  Simon  Ward, 

Levi  F.  Miller,  Levi  Wagner, 

.Tohn  D.  Wagner,  .Tcbn  Kellar, 

George  Waimer,  Benj.  Bander, 

Cyrus  Mark,  .Joseph  Behny, 

D.  B.  Clymer,  Isaac  Binner, 

.John  Eisenfiauer,  .Tacob  M!iller, 


J.  Frederick  Troub, 
.John  Behny, 
Thomas  Laing, 
John  H.  Moyer, 
John  iHetrich, 
William  Koehler, 
Philip  McCurdy, 
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Josiah  Lenig,  John  N.  Fox, 

Elias  Wolf,  Henry  Byle, 

Frederick  StrefT,  Jacioh  Darkas, 

Cornelius  Grumibine, Cyrus  Binner, 
William  Gable,  J.  L.  Leininger, 

William  Gulden,  Augustus  Behny, 

William  Hauer,  Isaac  W.  Zellar, 


Jonathan  iS'hugar, 
Peter  Schock, 
Lafayette  Kreiser, 
■Isaac  Fahnwald, 
Isaac  Eyrich, 
Reuben  Behny, 
Martin  Shugar. 


Captain  Earnest’s  company  was  at  one  time  the  crack 
organization  of  the  county,  as  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  on  the 
occasion  of  the  county  fair  of  1858,  it  received  as  a premium 
for  being  the  best  volunteer  company  on  the  fair  grounds,  a 
large  silken  flag,  which  was  presented  in  a speech  by  Hon. 
John  W.  Killinger,  Member  of  Congress. 

One  of  the  privates  in  this  company  should  perhaps  re- 
ceive special  mention.  This  was  Frederick  Streiff,  known  as 
“Dutch  Fred.”  He  was  a tall,  blonde  Swiss,  and  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  a model  soldier.  He  married  Elizabeth  McLaug'h- 
lin,  and  prior  to  the  war  plied  his  trade  of  saddler  on  South 
Center  street,  until  he  went  to  the  Union  army  as  a volunteer. 
He  enlisted  in  a cavalry  regiment,  and  one  day  his  body  was 
brought  home  in  a rough  box  from  the  camp  on  the  Potomac. 
Some  remarks  made  to  the  widow  raised  certain  doubts  in  her 
mind,  and  at  her  request  the  coffin  was  opened  at  the  grave 
for  identification,  but  the  corpse  was  in  such  a state  of  decom- 
position as  to  be  unrecognizable.  It  was  hastily  buried  in  St. 
John’s  graveyard,  whence  it  was  removed  some  years  later  to 
Cedar  Hill. 


A number  of  other  members  of  this  volunteer  company 
besides  “Dutch  hTed"  enlisted  in  the' army.  Among  these  were 
William  D.  Holtz,  Jerome  S.  Weaber  and  Henry  Byle, 

Captain  William  Earnest  died  at  Jonestown  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  June,  1873.  Iniried  in  the  Lutheran  ceme- 

tery at  that  place. 
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SHOOTING  OUT  SANTA  ANNA. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  the  boys  of 
the  village  quite  often  enjoyed  a wonderful  military  event 
which  was  called  “Shooting  Out  Santa  Anna.” 

The  twenty-sixth  day  of  December,  known  as  second 
Christmas,  the  fourth  of  July  and  the  first  of  the  New  Year 
were  the  days  selected  for  this  great  occasion. 

It  was  target  shooting  day  for  the  militia  company,  and 
a caricature  of  the  Mexican  general  was  the  target. 

Early  in  the  forenoon  the  men  began  to  assemble  at  the 
appointed  rendezvous, — the  armory  or  one  of  the  taverns.  Af- 
ter going  through  their  maneuvers  of  marching  and  counter- 
marching in  “sections  by  two”  and  “sections  by  four,” 
and  loading  their  pieces  “by  twelve  motions,”  accord- 
ing to  the  book  of  tactics,  they  left  Market  Square  for 
the  chief  business  of  the  day, — learning  how  to  shoot  the  ene- 
my. Amid  the  piercing  squeak  6f  the  fife,  the  rattling  of  the 
snare  drum,  the  thrilling  boom  of  the  bass  drum,  and  the 
hoarse  commands  of  the  pompous  captain,  they  took  up  their 
line  of  march  as  with  the  tread  of  one  man. 

It  was  a glorious  sight  for  young  America,  who  longed 
to  grow  up  and  be  a hero  too ! The  beautiful  stars  and  stripes 
floating  on  the  breeze, ^the  graceful  bunches  of  red,  white  and 
blue  ostrich  plumes  dancing  and  nodding  over  the  heads  of  the 
officers,  the  pompons  on  the  stiff  caps  of  the  privates,  the 
stripes  on  the  trousers,  the  bayonets  glinting  in  the  sun,  all 
served  to  inspire  the  boys,  and  girls  too,  with  a feeling  of  pa- 
triotism which  amounted  to  ecstasy. 

Their  destination  was  some  field  or  unused  lane  just  out- 
side of  the  village  where  the  target  had  already  been  placed  in 
])osition.  Following  the  gorgeous  pagent  was,  of  course,  the 
motley  gang  of  boys,  big  and  little,  that  always  straggled  along 
in  the  wake  of  any  military  spectacle. 
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The  target  was  a life-size  painting  of  Gen.  Antonio  Lopez 
cle  Santa  Anna,  mounted  on  a mule.  It  was  painted  on  a wood- 
en surface  of  the  proportions  of  a small  barn  door,  and  was 
supported  on  strong  pedestals  to  keep  it  in  a vertical  position. 

That  part  of  the  Mexican  generaTs  anatomy  where  the 
artist  supposed  his  heart  to  be,  was  decorated  with  a star,  at 
which  the  soldier  aimed  his  gun.  Oh,  how  the  poor  wooden- 
legged Mexican  was  execrated  by  men  and  boys  on  those  days ! 
His  counterfeit  in  pigment  and  oil  served  as  a target  not  only 
for  the  old  flintlock  muskets  of  the  men  in  blue  and  stripes,  but 
also  for  the  imprecations  and  maledictions  of  the  half-grown 
bullies  and  the  small  boy  just  learning  to  swear  and  smoke  a 
half  Spanish  cigar  or  to  chew  navy  tobacco.  And  O,  what 
a hero  the  soldier  was  who  won  the  prize  for  piercing  the  heart 
of  the  enemy ! But  at  the  close  of  the  day  John  Barleycorn 
had  won  the  battle  and  laid  claim  to  putting  the  greatest  num- 
ber hors  de  combat.  Lager  beer  was  unknown  in  those  days, 
but  rye  whiskey  was  only  five  cents  a glass,  and  the  glasses 
were  larg'er  than  they  are  now.  The  fallen  at  night  were  fully 
as  numerous,  proportionally,  as  were  the  dead  and  wounded 
among  the  Mexicans  upon  the  bloody  fields  of  Chapultapec  or 
Buena  Vista ! 

“Shooting  out  Santa  .Anna’’  was  a great  day.  To  some 
of  the  boys  it  was  the  greatest  day  of  their  lives  until  they 
saw  and  participated  in  other  shooting  on  the  gory  fields  of 
that  other  P'redericksburg',  or  amid  the  smoke  and  thunder 
of  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  where,  alas ! some  of  them 
sleep  their  last  sleep.  Captain  George  W.  Ryan,  who  gave  the 
orders  to  fire  at  Santa  Anna  in  Bethel  township,  fell  and  was 
killed  by  a rebel  bullet  while  leading*  a company  to  the  charge 
under  the  unfortunate  General  Burnside  at  Frederic^sjmrg*, 
\drginia. 

THE  ARMORY. 

W ith  a military  volunteer  coiiipany,  drilling  with  State 
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arms,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a place  for  storing  the  rifles 
and  accoutrements  of  the  soldiers.  And  so  Fredericksburg 
must  needs  have  an  armory,  and  it  got  one.  Captain  George 
W.  Ryan  started  the  movement  of  erecting  it  on  a lot  of  his 
father-in-law,  Michael  Stroh,  on  the  north  side  of  Market 
Square,  a few  doors  west  of  Center  street.  Mr.  Stroh  was 
the  builder. 

It  was  a one-story  frame  building,  unplastered  and  un- 
painted, II  feet  high,  33  feet  long  and  i6y2  feet  wide,  one  door 
and  two  windows  in  the  gabled  front  facing  the  street.  The 
money  was  raised  by  subscription,  and  it  was  erected  in  the 
decade  of  the  forties.  From  its  first  location  it  was  removed 
to  a lot  on  Center  street,  near  the  residence  of  Captain  Ryan, 
and  after  the  captain's  departure  for  Middleburg,  Pa.,  it  was 
rolled  to  the  west  end  of  Walnut  street,  where  it  stood  during 
the  war  of  the  slaveholders’  rebellion-. 

It  was  not  built  in  the  ornate  style  of  our  times  of  public 
and  private  extravagance,  and  was  never  dedicated  by  any  big 
State  officials  with  the  pomp  and  farcical  glory  of  the  twen- 
tieth century.  It  was  hardly  a secure  place  for  the  purposes 
of  an  arsenal,  for  a mob  of  twenty-five  could  have  broken  into 
it  and  rifled  it  of  all  it  contained  in  less  than  half  an  hour. 
Rut  it  served  its  purpose,  that  of  storing  the  old  muzzle-load- 
ers and  cartridge-boxes  of  the  “Independent  Guards.” 

The  building  was  finally  removed  to  North  Pine  grove 
street,  where  it  was  converted  into  a dwelling-house  for  Miss 
Rebecca  Peiffer.  There  it  is  still  standing  in  this  year  of  1910, 
though  its  whilom  occupant.  Miss  Peiffer,  and  the  doughty 
militia-men  who  stacked  arms  on  its  resounding  floor,  have  all 
gone  to  that  mysterious  bourne  where  gunpowder  and  bayo- 
nets are  not  in  style. 
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YIII. 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  MERCHANTS. 

The  first  person  to  go  into  the  mercantile  business,  prob- 
ably on  a very  small  scale,  was  Peter  Eisenhauer,  who  bought 
a lot  of  ground  from  John  Snavely  in  1764.  He  is  styled 
“Peter  Icyhoure,  Merchant,”  by  the  scrivener  who  wrote  the 
deed  for  the  lot. 

“Meily  & Grove”  was  the  name  of  an  enterprising  firm 
who  kept  a general  store  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Market 
Square  in  1830.  They  advertised  quite  extensively  by  large 
posters  saying  that  they  were  selling  a great  variety  of  goods, 
from  a quart  of  rum  and  a pint  of  molasses  to  a yard  of  cloth 
and  a bar  of  iron. 

Succeeding  them  in  the  same  building  was  Christian  Long, 
who,  after  a few  years,  moved  to  Lebanon.  In  the  decade 
of  the  30’s  an  Israelite  kept  a store  half  a square  to  the  east 
of  Pinegrove  street  on  Market,  at  the  corner  of  an  alley.  His 
name  was  Moritz  Heilner.  He  had  a son  to  whom  he  prom- 
ised a trip  to  Philadelphia  and  a silver  watch,  as  soon  as  he 
would  be  able  to  read  for  him  the  business  signs  in  the  great 
city  on  the  occasion  of  one  of  his  bi-ennial  journeys  made  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  goods.  The  family  moved  to  Schuylkill 
county. 

Another  merchant  was  John  Herman,  whose  place  of  busi- 
ness was  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Market  square.  He  was 
married  to  a daughter  of  Peter  Eeehrer,  the  scrivener,  and 
was  a great-uncle  of  the  writer.  His  wife  reached  the  age  of 
92  years,  and  died  in  1878.  Her  knowledge  of  local  history 
stretched  away  back  to  beyond  the  great  fire  into  the  other  cen- 
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tury.  O,  for  the  Lady  of  Endor,  who  carried  on  business  in 
the  time  of  King  Saul,  to  call  up,  not  the  spirit  of  the  prophet 
Samuel,  but  that  of  old  Aunty  Herman,  who  could  tell  the  his- 
torian so  much  that  has  been  forgotten ! 

In  1837  the  corner  opposite  Herman’s  store  at  the  west 
end  of  the  square  was  occupied  by  a Jew  named  Cauffman 
Koch.  He  was  a bachelor  and  had  a housekeeper  rejoicing  in 
the  name  of  Fanny  Loeb.  His  clerk  was  John  Burns,  who,  it 
was  said,  acquired  the  reputation  of  a gay  Lothario  in  certain 
social  circles. 

Major  Eckert,  commander  of  a battalion  of  militia,  was 
Cauffman  Koch’s  successor,  and  he  was  followed  by  Jacob 
Michael,  a son-in-law  of  Dr.  Shannon.  He  failed  in  the  busi- 
ness where  the  Jew  had  made  money,  and  with  his  family 
moved  west. 

Succeeding  him  came  Jacob  Seltzer,  who  married  Miss 
Gring,  the  Reformed  parson’s  only  daughter.  He  left  in  the 
6o’s,  and  moved  to  Lebanon,  where  he  died. 

Levi  Bickel,  married  to  Miss  Maria  Gilbert,  did  a thriving 
Mercantile  trade  after  Moritz  Heilner  near  the  east  end  of 
town.  His  father,  who  lived  at  Jonestown,  for  many  years 
enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  the  oldest  postmaster  in  the 
United  States.  In  1846  he  moved  one  block  west  to  the  corner 
of  an  alley  and  Market  Square,  and  the  building  which  he  va- 
cated was  taken  possession  of  by  John  H.  .Lick,  who  had 
learned  the  business  from  Heilner.  Lick  carried  on  a success- 
ful trade  for  a number  of  years,  when  he  went  to  California, 
taking  ship  by  way  of  Cape  Horn. 

I'ollowing  him  were  the  Gelbach  Brothers,  Henry  H.  and 
William,  the  former  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Harper  and  the 
latter  to  ^liss  Sallie  Wagner,  a sister  of  Mrs.  Freeman  Gross. 
Henry  II.  Gelbach  was  a licensed  preacher  in  the  LJ.  B.  de- 
nomination. He  also  taught  school  in  room  No.  2 in  the  new 
schoolhouse.  In  the  50’s  the  Gell)achs  sold  out  to  a new  firm 
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consisting  of  Levi  Shiffler,  Samuel  Weaber  and  John  Paine. 
After  a few  years  the  firm  dissolved,  Weaber  alone  taking  the 
store,  Paine  retiring  and  Shiffler  entering  into  partnership 
with  Cyrus  Mark. 

In  1850  two  brothers  from  Lebanon,  Uriah  and  Theodore 
P.  Frantz,  bought  out  Levi  Bickel.  They  remained  only  a 
short  time,  when  they  returned  to  Lebanom  After  their  depart- 
ure, Dr,  D.  H,  Beaver  began  the  mercantile  business,  which 
he  carried  on  for  some  years,  at  the  same  time  practicing  his 
profession.  He  sold  out  to  Shiffler  and  Mark.  Mark  later 
went  to  the  West,  and  Shiffler  carried  on  the  business  alone 
until  1884,  when  he  moved  to  Lebanon,  after  selling  his  stock 
at  auction.  That  was  the  end  of  the  general  store  business  in 
that  building. 

Two  miles  east  of  town  William  Stein,  a son  of  the  Lu- 
theran preacher,  had  a store  in  which  he  was  succeeded  b}" 
Henry  Shenk,  who  was  followed  by  Thomas  Walmer  and  later 
by  Samuel  Fox, 

A mile  south  of  the  village  Christian  O.  Meily  kept  a gen- 
eral store  before  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  His  wife’s  name 
was  Seltzer. 

In  the  Monroe  Valley  Henry  and  John  Seidel,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  iron  works  there,  kept  a store  for  the  benefit  of 
their  operatives,  as  well  as  the  entire  valley,  which  presented  a 
lively  scene  of  thrift  and  industry  for  many  years  before  the 
war.  The  building  was  located  just  west  of  the  lower  dam, 
and  it,  together  with  the  two  dams,  the  furnace  and  forge 
buildings,  and  most  of  the  cottages  of  the  laborers,  have  all 
disappeared. 

The  merchants  of  the  olden  time  bought  their  goods  at 
Idiiladelphia,  whence  they  were  brought  in  big  Conestoga 
wagons  by  farmers,  who,  when  taking  to  the  eastern  markets 
the  products  of  the  farm  and  the  still,  brought  dry  goods,  hard- 
ware and  groceries  on  their  return  home.  This  was  the  cus- 
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tom  before  the  building  of  the  Union  Canal,  but  after  the  open- 
ing of  that  water-way,  the  goods  were  carried  to  Lebanon  by 
boat,  and  thence  hauled  to  their  destination  for  the  retail  trade. 
Spring  and  autumn  were  the  seasons  for  the  merchant  to  re- 
plenish his  stock,  and  these  were  great  times  for  the  house- 
wives who  needed  ginghams  and  calicoes,  muslins  and  ribbons, 
to  go  and  see  the  new  goods.  The  crowds  on  these  occasions 
were  similar  to  those  in  a modern  department  store  on  a bar- 
gain day,  and  for  weeks  the  merchant’s  money-drawer  was 
converted  into  an  instrument  of  music,  as  the  Spanish  dollars, 
the  quarters,  fips  and  levies  dropped  into  them  in  great  pro- 
fusion. 

Among  the  curious  dames  who  at  an  early  hour  hastened 
to  see  the  latest  novelties  was  one  whom  we  will  call  Cather- 
ine Q.  She  seldom  bought  anything,  her  scant  supply  of  pin- 
money  forbidding  it,  but  she  took  a great  interest  in  the  new- 
est textile  fabric,  especially  in  blue  cotton  prints,  and 
she  loved  to  smoke  cigars.  She  was  the  first  one  for  whom  the 
salesman  made  a display  of  his  calicoes,  his  silk  ribbons  and  his 
new  fip-sugar.  She  spent  hours  in  examining  the  various 
kinds  of  merchandise,  the  proprietor  knowing  well  the  value  of 
her  advertising  tongue  if  he  was  patient  and  obliging.  After 
having  taken  a mental  inventory  of  almost  the  entire  stock,  but 
buying  nothing,  she  would  say,  “And  now  you  ought  to  pre- 
sent me  with  a real  good  cigar !”  And  she  got  it  every  time. 
She  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  going  from  house  to 
house  with  a glowing  account  of  the  fine  bargains  to  be  had. 

Among*  the  merchandise  of  a general  store  were  rye 
whiskey  and  other  liquors.  Monongahela  whiskey  could  be 
bought  at  eight  to  ten  cents  per  quart,  and  it  was  a common 
thing  to  keep  a rum  bottle  in  the  family  cupboard.  When  new 
goods  arrived,  and  the  huge  hogsheads  of  sugar,  the  puncheons 
of  rum  and  the  heavy  casks  of  molasses  were  unloaded,  the 
whiskey  bottle  was  free  to  all  obliging  persons  who  assisted  in 
the  work.  On  one  of  these  occasions  a lad  of  thirteen  was 
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among  the  busy  crowd  and  was  busiest  where  the  bottle  was 
kept.  In  the  course  of  an  bour  or  two  he  was  unable  to  walk. 
His  fond  mother,  supposing  her  boy  had  been  taken  suddenly 
and  seriously  ill,  put  him  to  bed  and  nursed  him  as  a sick 
child.  All  at  once  his  stomach  rebelled,  and  there  was  a fear- 
ful upheaval,  which,  by  its  odor,  betrayed  the  lad’s  condi- 
tion to  the  mother.  Starting  away  from  him  in  disgust  and 
indignation,  she  cried,  “Why,  my  God,  Obadiah,  you  are 
drunk !” 

“Do  you  really  think  I am.  Mom?”  said  the  lad,  and  took 
his  time  to  become  sober. 
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THE  PHYSICIANS. 

Although  Fredericksburg  had  preachers  and  teachers  at 
an  early  day,  there  is  no  record  of  any  early  physicians.  Prob- 
ably the  simple  German  villagers  relied  more  on  the  knowl- 
edge of  medicinal  herbs  which  the  housewives  brought  from 
beyond  the  sea  than  upon  schoolmen  and  apothecaries.  Cer- 
tain of  the  women,  having  more  of  the  native  instinct  for 
nursing  and  caring  for  the  sick,  became  more  or  less  proficient 
in  the  healing  art,  and  acquired  the  reputation  of  a doctor,  a 
pow-wower  or  a witch,  according  as  the  benevolent,  or  the 
malevolent  side  of  their  nature  became  the  more  conspicuous. 
A certain  woman  earned  the  title  of  '‘Dokter-Betz,”  and  had 
quite  a reputation  in  Bethel  township,  and  a certain  Mrs. 
Shannon’s  services  were  often  called  into  requisition  as  a mid- 
wife in  the  village  even  as  late  as  the  forties. 

But  the  minor  ailments,  especially  of  children,  were,  as  a 
rule,  treated  with  domestic  remedies  in  the  first  fifty  years  of 
the  town’s  existence.  The  garrets  held  a store  of  recognized 
remedies  for  many  of  the  ills  which  flesh  is  heir  to.  Suspended 
from  the  rafters,  tied  in  paper,  were  sage  and  hyssop,  catnip 
and  boneset,  rue  and  rosemary,  thyme  and  mint,  horehound 
and  coriander,  fennel  and  pennyroyal,  elecampane  root  and 
hollyhock  flowers.  For  rheumatism  there  were  the  amulets, 
the  pow-wowers  and  prickly  ash  bark ; for  erysipelas  there  was 
the  woman  who,  with  three  strands  of  red  silk,  or  red  wool, 
could  charm  it  away,  or  if  silk  and  wool  were  difficult  to  g'et. 
three  shovelfuls  of  live  coals  carried  thrice  across  the  person  of 
the  patient  would  of  a certainty  al¥ord  relief.  In  the  corner 
cupboard  were  the  camphor  bottle  and  the  lily-dram,  the  wal- 
nuts in  whiskey  and  the  tansy  bitter. 

Living  the  sim])le  life,  sleeping  in  attics  so  well  venti- 
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lated  that  little  snow-drifts  were  often  found  on  top  of  the 
featherbed  or  on  their  woolen  stockings  on  the  bare  floor  as 
they  opened  their  eyes  in  the  early  dawn,  the  boys  and  girls  be- 
came hardy  and  strong.  Making  their  morning  ablutions,  not 
in  a warmed  bathroom,  but  out  at  the  pump,  surrounded  by 
snow,  with  icicles  pendant  from  the  spout,  they  became  robust 
and  rosy-cheeked,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  death-rate 
among  the  early  villagers  was  no  greater  than  it  is  in  our  own 
time  of  State  Health  Boards,  Anti-toxin  fakes,  subsidized,  out- 
door, hospital  camps,  and  Christian  Science  humbugs. 

DR.  HOOVER. 

Tradition  says  that  in  the  twenties  a certain  Dr.  Hoover 
practiced  physic  in  the  town,  and  had  an  office  near  the  west 
end  of  Market  street  on  the  north  side.  This  was  long  before 
Hahnemanism,  sugar  pellets  and  placebo  tablets  found  their 
way  here,  but  Dr.  Hoover’s  home-made,  innocuous  bread-pills 
served  the  same  purpose,  and  hysterical  females  and  old  hypo- 
chondriacs paid  tribute  to  the  mercenary  quack  then  as  they 
do  at  this  later  day.  Whence  Dr.  Hoover  came,  or  whither  he 
went,  is  not  known. 

DR.  SHANNON. 

One  of  the  earliest  persons  to  practice  the  art  of  medi- 
cine was  Dr.  Amos  -Shannon,  who  came  from  Montgomery 
county.  His  last  resting-place  is  marked  by  a large  marble 
tombstone  in  the  old  graveyard  of  St.  John’s  church.  He  died 
in  1839.  As  his  name  indicates,  he  was  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. and  his  speech  was  not  that  of  the  Rhine,  but  partook  of 
the  brogue  of  the  river  Shannon.  He  served  as  the  first  post- 
master of  Stumpstown.  After  his  death,  his  widow  continued 
the  practice  for  years  in  certain  branches  of  the  profession. 

DR.  GORC.AS. 

In  the  thirties  Dr.  Charles  Gorgas  had  the  field  of  medi- 
cine in  the  village.  He  and  his  wife  were  persons  of  culture^ 
for  their  signatures  appear  on  some  old  deeds,  not  in  the  form 
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of.  c L cross,  but  both  written  in  full,  in  beautiful  English  script. 
The  doctor  was  known  as  “Dokter  Coryas.” 

DR.  PEIFFER. 

'Early  in  the  forties  a somewhat  eccentric  German,  profes- 
sing to  be  a physician,  arrived  at  the  village  and  rented  an 
office  from  John  ^^rove,  who  lived  at  that  time  in  the  old  stone 
house  on  Market  scpiare.  The  name  of  the  German  was  Dr. 
Paulus  Peiffer.  He  wooed  and  won  a widow,  the  daughter 
of  Phihp  Desh,  the  cooper.  She  had  been  a widow  for  fifteen 
years,  and  her  name  was  Mrs.  Rebecca  Cassel.  Dr.  Peiffer 
had  the  peculiar  ways  of  certain  foreigners,  and,  though  appar- 
ently trained  as  a man  of  physic,  he  failed  to  gain  much  of  a 
pra^'tice.  At  a later  period  he  had  an  office  on  the  Jonestown 
road,  at  the  west  end  of  town.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his 
brother,  at  Philadelphia,  and  was  buried  there. 

DR,  BEAVER. 

Sometime  in  the  spring  of  1846,  a certain  young  man  ar- 
rived at  a country  tavern,  one  mile  south  of  town.  He  was 
a stranger,  came  on  horseback,  and  remained  for  the  night.  He 
stated  that  he  was  looking  for  a place  in  which  to  practice  medi- 
cine. His  name  was  Daniel  H.  Beaver,  and  he  was  a gradu- 
ate of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, having  just  taken  his  diploma  on  April  3,  1846.  His 
preceptor  had  been  a German  from  across  the  sea,  then  living 
at  Kutztown  in  Berks  county.  Pa.  Dr.  Beaver  in  September, 
1847,  married  Anna  Barbara  Grove,  and  opened  an  office  on 
Market  Square  in  Fredericksburg.  He  acquired  a large  prac- 
tice in  which  he  was  engaged  for  38  years.  He  reared  four 
children, — Annie,  Kate.  Grove  and  Lizzie.  He  died  Novem- 
ber 9.  1884,  and  his  remains  are  interred  by  the  side  of  his 
wife  on  Cedar  Hill  Cemetery. 

me  .MUTII. 

ifn  the  year  1855  another  man  of  physic  came  to  the  vil- 
lage from  Berks  county.  He  also  was  a graduate  of  the  Lhii- 
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versi'ty  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia.  He.  had  studied  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Lewis  Royer,  of  Schuylkill  Plaven,  and  his  name 
was  Dr.  Reuben  Muth.  He  opened  an  office  in  the  house  on 
the  sharp  corner  of  Market  street  and  the  Jonestown  road.  He 
married  Margaret  Hauer,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Isaac 
Hauer,  the  tailor.  Later  he  removed  his  office  to  the  brick 
dwelling  at  the  east  end  of  Market  street.  He  resided  there 
only  a few  years,  when  his  wife  died  of  consumption,  and  he 
left  the  town  to  go  to  Northumberland  county,  where  he  gained 
a large  practice  and  became  the  owner  of  considerable  real 
estate.  He  was  a small  man,  and  wore  a red  beard,  closely 
cropped.  His  quiet  and  unassuming  manners,  and  his  lack  of 
aggressiveness,  prevented  him  from  getting  more  than  a very 
limited  amount  of  business  at  Fredericksburg. 
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MANUFACTURES 

OILMILLS,  distilleries,  AND  TANNERIES. 

A hundred  years  before  High-tariff  Dingley  and  Protec- 
tionist McKinley  formulated  laws  to  foster  the  industries,  and 
to  produce  eventually  the  trusts  which  begat  labor  unions, 
strikes,  bloody  riots  and  high  prices  of  living,  manufactories  of 
various  kinds  though  on  a small  scale  flourished  in  Freder- 
icksburg, and  the  villagers  went  not  to  a foreign  market  to  buy 
the  so-called  products  of  “pauper  labor.” 

Early  in  the  century  the  town  and  its  rural  surroundings 
were  in  a great  measure  self-supporting  and  independent  of 
the  outside  world,  inasmuch  as  they  raised  and  manufactured 
nearly  all  the  necessaries  of  life  on  their  fields  and  in  their 
own  little  workshops. 

There  was  a butcher,  a baker  and  a candlemaker  as  well 
as  a spinning-wheel  in  every  house.  There  were  coopers  and 
shoemakers,  tanners  and  wagonmakers,  blacksmiths  and  weav- 
ers, potters  and  chairmakers,  oil  mills  and  woolen  mills,  and 
whiskey  distilleries  galore.  There  were  at  least  a dozen  dis- 
tilleries within  a radius  of  six  miles. 

Did  the  citizen  of  Stumpstown,  or  the  old-time  farmer  of 
Bethel  township  need  an  ax  to  fell  a tree  ? It  was  in  the  little 
smithy  of  the  village  blacksmith  where  it  was  made.  Did  he 
build  a dwelling  for  his  family?  He  got  the  material  in  the 
“forest  primeval,”  and  fashioned  of  it  shingles  and  shutters. 
Did  the  smith  need  a pair  of  bellows  ? The  local  tannery  sup- 
plied the  leather.  Shoes  and  boots  were  made  of  home-raised 
calf  and  kip,  and  saddles  and  horse-gears  were  sewed  together 
with  native  linen,  spun  by  the  craftsman’s  helpmate  on  her 


■I'" 

»'■  "I 

]f  v V\-  ■ 


■■  


■,'*Vi  '^i^i''  „.  ■ ■ ‘ 


‘ , , : y 'SSb,''  ^ 


i(f 


iimAM 


.2  tiri;..-/.  -/u'.  i .*jirM.,<io 


■■S'- 


■ ■y.  -'b  '■'r  tv  f.  ■ ':l|^^;i iJ'tt 

- ’’  i'iia  (■■■< 

)n:  . ,'  y‘>  jfb  /,1 

'•■i  vij  <■'•) 

ipArl. 

: 1™  < f ! .‘/ 

"u>  -iMv  bv.ei-?«,b!t>  ,'i4  1' 

'.  rl  lo  ■• 

';  ii^ ' b'.i;.i«f«,);''.;I’' 

,.  / 1 H !•'  . 

" '.'■<><  '>■ 

*ra 


'¥: 


iry  ;.,)  tf^in.  h;u  &K4‘(  t^hoo-ld  ^VjMVls' 


•m  m~. 


M4'1 


Ll' 


-yu;iji4i'‘ h}  zo^boyq  b^lU7-0(i  i}di 

c^lU'Ci.  iWK  V’i;.'  i'.-^/it  I'tliT  ,V'V.(!  Uf  ^I14j3 

’-o  bri^  .u*.n^,  s'  ni  o-;2»w 

!.»:.-> t,.-"'i;'};.r/.‘.r, I l>#u;  /'n  '(‘:i*l:!  «K  (h)jrrtntm'  ,bhow  sbiisitiO  dfO 

••*<i;*n-  -i'  hj't,;:  lio  f»hi  e*?i-{£?^rx>nE?  srf)  U«  vhi:wJ 

,3-qodrt>licw  frv^id 

il'j'v  ■'.■■■'  j;  i-.i*  j&ibiv'd  .6  h^iw  ,>3/i^dT 

* ' 

<.>u',‘  ;;-'u [-.'/>*'»  ■rjiji'T  i {?i  £ eu 

-■-'  • •-■■-■  f'tii;  htiR  ,^-yy:Mm^odi 

■'»•.■•  , ■;ri‘'iu\' ;-Yi  ifijr-  Ih  .RVnlmnrihd'j  lim;  yti^iJiyq 

'.'.J  ■. '■■Q  (-■  j..',b:.«  («  ;'.‘>/v.  a.^rr^Ubf.ib  '(rjd^hlw 

rt’i'i'J-cr*-  x'i.'>  )o  «0ibsi  £ ir;fli|v/ g'jjh'jftir) 

' '•  it.,/n  ';•.)  ‘iifiiti'-.biij  -If}  i‘,j  4r/^ijp.qirw8  to  htO. 

^ni'  -;?!i  nf  esiw  :>■!  '-i  i'<  H.-l  ‘/-f-  hk  ,hT.)n  qkl'aov/o} 

•V  !j<Q  i/VA'-j,;  '.'n'-tl.v  5rb 

<;/.  if  i:-h'):hvn;  '/bnifil  ehI  loii  bllm! 

<-'■  biu;  ''’b-Ki  ’fbproiitKjKt  hcifi  '‘'Jsy^mhq'  i&T»oV\ 

-qua  /yjfi'r.Ri:  ifitdl  $dT  to  rfiim?,  ^fii.  bHl 

‘/ij:-7-“3{;(0(i  l>.W A •'riteal.'  »dt 


■'•  ';i- 


■►>(!  fro  ■5tKTri'f|b;l  ^ 

...  . : : ' !p»  . 

: J-  ‘■■.  , ■■■  tUf.?  •>> 


232 


LEBANON  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


spinning-wheel.  The  spinning-wheel  in  turn  was  made  in  the 
village  by  “home  industry."’ 

Homespun  linen  yarn  was  woven  into  cloth  on  looms  of 
home  manufacture.  Even  buttons  were  made  of  the  product 
of  the  flax  by  the  house-wife,  and  sewed  on  her  husband’s 
linen  shirts  and  the  family’s  underwear.  Flax  was  raised  by 
every  farmer,  and  not  only  was  the  fiber  of  the  plant  used  to 
make  clothes,  but  from  the  seed  was  expressed  native  linseed 
oil  which  was  used  in  painting  buildings  and  home-made  furni- 
ture. There  were  two  oil  mills  three  miles  south  of  town,  one 
on  the  banks  of  the  Swatara,  and  the  other  on  a smaller  stream 
a quarter  of  a mile  southwest  of  Stoever’s  Mill.  Proprietors 
of  oil  mills  as  well  as  those  of  grist  mills  made  money  and 
were  among  the  leading  men  of  the  district.  One  of  these  was 
a Mr.  Fauber,  whose  mill  was  located  on  a small  tributary  of 
the  Swatara,  three  miles  northwest  of  Fredericksburg.  He 
was  fond  of  the  convivial  glass,  and  on  one  occasion  when  on 
his  way  home  on  horseback  from  a visit  to  town,  he  regretted 
that  he  left  his  boon  companions  of  the  tavern  so  early  in  the 
day,  and  turning  his  horse’s  head  again  towards  the  village 
he  said  to  him  in  his  quaint  lingo, 

“Yip,  Yos ! Was  ist  den  a’  Dawler  zu  ma  Olig-Muhl 
Mann !”  It  is  needless  to  say  that  he  had  his  spree  out  to 
the  limit. 

These  manufactories  were  small  affairs,  operated  by  water 
power,  and  the  remains  of  the  dams  and  mill-races  may  still 
be  seen.  Of  course  all  traces  of  the  buildings  have  disappeared. 
Before  the  wool-raising  industry  was  “protected”  by  congres- 
sional enactment,  a flock  of  sheep  was  included  among  every 
farmer’s  live  stock,  and  native  wool  kept  the  school-boy’s  feet 
warm,  and  furnished  the  material  for  the  father’s  Sunday 
coat.  Henry  Light,  known  as  “Vallker  Plenner”  (Fuller 
Henry)  a great  uncle  of  the  writer,  operated  a woolen  mill 
and  manufactured  cloth  four  miles  southwest  of  Fredericks- 
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burg.  In  East  Hanover  Lyon  Lcmberger  for  many  years  car' 
ried  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  cloth,  and  he  and  John 
H.  Shuey  made  two  annual  trips  to  Stumpstown  in  light 
spring-wagons  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  the  fleece  and  of 
returning  it  when  carded  and  ready  for  the  spinner. 

The  sheep  were  shorn  in  May,  the  fleece  was  washed  in 
the  brook  and,  when  dry,  it  was  pulled  .into  flufliness  and 
separated  from  weeds  and  other  adherent  foreign  matter,  by 
the  women  and  children  in  the  house,  or  under  a shady  tree. 
Afterwards  it  was  pinned  with  Avhite-thorn”  or  buck-thorn 
spikes,  within  sheets,  or  pieces  of  coarse  cloth,  and  the  bundles 
were  taken  to  some  store  or  other  depot,  whence  the  wool- 
carder  carried  it  in  his  wagon  to  the  carding  mill.  In  the  fall 
of  the  year  it  was  returned  in  the  form  of  soft,  fluffy  rolls  as 
thick  as  one’s  little  finger  and  a yard  long,  generally  colored 
blue  and  ready  for  the  spinning-wheel.  The  long  winter  even- 
ings found  the  women-folks  busy  spinning  and  knitting  the 
spun  woolen  yarn,  now  wound  on  balls,  into  thick,  warm 
stockings  for  children  and  for  parents. 

Female  suffrage  and  women’s  -clubs  were  as  far  removed 
from  the  feminine  mind  in  those  old  times  of  a century  ago, 
as  were  the  wireless  telegraph  and  the  automobile  from  the 
thoughts  of  King  Solomon  and  the  rebellious  Jonah  in  the 
belly  of  the  great  fish. 

The  distillers,  though  far  from  getting  rich  and  becoming 
plutocrats  as  do  their  fostered  and  protected  successors  of 
today,  were  held  in  high  esteem  and  their  calling  was  by  no 
means  regarded  as  disreputable.  On  the  contrary  they  stood 
well  in  the  community  and  in  the  church. 

Jacob  Grumbein,  a great-grandfather  of  the  writer,  who 
operated  a still  on  his  farm  two  miles  north  of  Stumpstown  at 
the  foot  of  the  “Little  Mountain,’’  was  a member  of  the  build- 
ing committee  that  erected  the  first  church  edifice  built  of  l)rick 
in  the  place. 
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Peter  Rudy,  whose,  still  was  located  a mile  farther  east, 
and  who  sold  “Vorlauf,”  or  alcohol,  at  a levy  a quart  and 
whiskey  for  less,  was  a respected  member  of  society  and  a 
church  member  of  prominence,  three  quarter  of  a century  ago. 

Casper  Sherk,  more  than  a hundred  years  ago,  was  an 
extensive  land-owner  a mile  south  of  Fredericksburg.  He  was 
a Mennonite,  a man  of  eminent  respectability,  and  operated  a 
still.  He  was  of  the  family  that  gave  to  the  neighboring  ham- 
let the  name  of  Sherksville.  His  son,  Rudolph  Sherk,  followed 
in  his  father’s  footsteps,  and  manufactured  liquor  for  the  local 
trade  and  for  the  Philadelphia  market.  Pie  became  a follower 
of  Otterbein,  entertained  many  itinerant  preachers  in  his  time, 
and  even  erected  and-  furnished  a building  on  his  farm  at  his 
own  expense,  in  which  for  years  religious  services  were  held 
by  United  Brethren  preachers. 

'Within  a short  distance  of  his  residence  the  Mennonites 
worshipped  in  their  meeting-house,  and  Mr.  Sherk  kindly  acted 
as  their  janitor,  free  of  compensation.  When  the  Otterbein 
religious  movement  came  and  a United  Brethren  organization  ' 
was  formed  who  held  services  in  neighboring  dwelling  houses, 
he  thought  it  would  be  convenient  to  hold  their  meetings  in 
the  little  temple  of  Menno  Simon’s  followers  on  such  Sundays 
on  which  it  was  not  used  by  the  latter.  Presuming  somewhat 
on  the  fact  that  he  had  been  giving  his  labor  as  janitor  free  of 
charge,  he  asked  a Mennonite  leader  in  the  congregation  for 
leave  to  make  use  of  their  “Gmae’house”  and  hold  U.  B.  ser- 
vices there.  Some  time  thereafter  he  was  politely  informed 
that  the  congregation  had  decided  it  were  best  not  to  allow  any 
other  parties  to  preach  in  their  house. 

“Very  well,”  replied  Mr.  Sherk,  “then  I must  decide 
that  it  will  be  better  for  you  to  get  some  other  person  to  build 
your  fires  and  keep  your  keys  hereafter !” 

Another  distillery  whose  building  was  still  standing  in 
iSLxd,  was  carried  on  by  Pliilip  Weller  on  the  Pinegrovc  road. 
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a mile  northeast  of  Cedar  Hill  cemetery.  Others  were  owned 
and  located  as  follows : 

That  of  Michael  Rudy,  north  of  town,  on  what  now  is 
known  as  David  Lick’s  farm  ; that  of  John  Shugar,  two  miles 
west  of  the  village;  that  of  a Mr,  Kleinfelter  on  what  has  been 
for  fifty  years  the  Witmoyer  farm  on  the  road  where  it  crosses 
the  Little  Mountain  into  the  Mionroe  Valley ; that  of  John 
Boeshore,  known  as  “Johnny  Dawdy,”  to  distinguish  him  from 
others  bearing  the  same  patronymic ; that  of  John  Rudy,  a 
brother  of  Peter,  twp  miles  southwest  of  town  on  the  Jones- 
town road;  that  of  Isaac  Groh,  half  way  between  Fredericks- 
burg and  Mount  Zion  and  half  a mile  west  of  the  Union 
Meeting-house ; that  of  Daniel  Bicksler  at  the  eastern  end  of 
Monroe  Valley.  This  last  was  close  to  the  Berks  county  line 
and  may  have  been  beyond  our  Lebanon  borders.  There  was 
another  still  on  what;  is  now  known  as  the  Ed.  Stroh  farm 
west  of  town,  but  the  name  of  the  owner  has  been  forgotten. 
Two  others  were  located  near  Meckville,  one  on  the  Benjamin 
Strauss  farm,  and  one  at  Zellar’s  mill.  The  latter  was  operated 
by  Abraham  Groh.  In  all  there  were  fourteen  whiskey  stills 
within  six  miles  of  Stumpstown.  They  have  all  disappeared, 
and  have  thus  been  located  by  the  memory  of  Mr.  Peter  Rudy 
to  whom  the  writer  is  indebted  for  the  foregoing  information, 
Mr.  Rudy  in  this  year  of  1909  is  84  years  of  age  and  retains 
a good  memory.  He  states  that  liquor  of  those  days  was 
not  the  adulterated  compound  of  our  pure  food  age,  but  was 
as  pure  as  “mountain  dew.”  It  was  sold  at  ten  cents  per  quart, 
or  thirty-five  cents  per  gallon.  What  a glorious  age  to  live 
in  for  the  advocate  of  “personal  liberty”  and  the  lover  of  the 
stimulating  cup ! 

The  whiskey  stills  surrounding  the  town  created  a demand 
for  barrels  for  storing  and  shipping  their  products,  in  conse- 
(juence  of  which  there  was  work  for  coopers.  The  liquor  was 
largely  carried  in  casks  on  Conestoga  wagons  to  Philadelphia. 
A cooper  shop  was  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  town  and 
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the  proprietor  was  Philip  Desh.  Plis  son,  John  Desh,  plied 
the  same  vocation  on  the  south  side  of  Market,  a few  doors 
west  of  Pinegrove  street. 

Martin  Meily  operated  a pottery  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
village,  and  here  were  manufactured  earthern  crocks  used  for 
the  storing  of  applebutter,  for  use  in  the  dairy  and  for  many 
other  household  purposes.  Bowls,  pans  and  pie-plates  were 
also  made  as  well  as  ornamental  flower-pots  in  the  form  of 
birds  and  animals. 

Two  brothers  named  Eby  manufactured  hats  in  the  2o’s 
in  a builchng  on  the  corner  of  Market  and  Mechanic  streets  on 
the  site  where,  in  later  years,  was  built  the  homestead  of  Jacob 
Shnatterly. 

Philip  Weaber  was  a turner,  and  made  chairs,  spinning- 
wheels,  reels  and  wool-wheels,  in  the  extreme  southeastern 
outskirts,  which  district  was  for  a time  called  Nassau.  Here  in 
later  years  his  son,  David  Weaber,  kept  a school.  Another 
son,  Jacob,  manufactured  spinning  outfits  on  East  Market 
street. 

Isaac  Barto,  who  came  from  Berks  county,  and  who  mar- 
ried a daughter  of  Christian  Eshdman,  the  blacksmith,  was. 
a turner  and  manufactured  wooden  chairs  to  order.  Many 
a newly-wedded  bride  got  her  household  chairs  made  at  his 
shop  on  the  corner  of  Centre  and  W alnut  streets. 

TANNERIES. 

Jacob  Gilbert  operated  a tannery  prior  to  the  twenties,  a 
mile  east  of  town,  and  sold  different  kinds  of  leather  to  the 
local  saddlers  and  shoemakers.  Leather  which  now  costs 
forty  to  fifty  cents  per  pound,  was  then  sold  at  i8  to  20  cents 
per  pound. 

In  those  days  farmers  raised  sheep  (very  few  do  so  now) 
and  the  tanner  received  hundreds  of  sheep-skins  to  convert 
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into  leather,  or  to  tan  with  the  wool.  The  pelts  were  used  as 
chair  covers,  as  rugs  and  as  cushions  for  seats  in  wagons. 

Men,  women  and  children  wore  calfskin  boots  and  shoes 
made  by  the  village  shoemaker.  For  the  men  and  big  boys 
a stronger  material  was  often  used  called  “kip”  leather.  Fac- 
tory shoes  were  unknown.  This  same  conditon  prevails  in 
the  smaller  towns  of  Wirtemberg  and  Bavaria  at  the  present 
day.  Many  families  bought  tanned  calf-skins  and  sole-leather 
and  kept  them  in  the  home.  When  a member  of  the  family 
needed  footwear  a shoemaker  was  brought  to  the  house,  who 
measured  the  feet  to  be  shod,  cut  out  uppers  and  soles  which 
he  carried  to  his  shop,  and  in  a week  or  a fortnight  the  shoes 
were  done. 

Jacob  Gilbert  in  1819  sold  his  tannery  to  John  Light,  who 
was  one  of  a family  of  fifteen  sons  and  daughters.  Among 
his  numerous  cousins,  were  others,  rejoicing  in  the  same  Chris- 
tian name.  Therefore  on  entering  upon  his  business,  he  wrote 
his  name  “John  Light,  tanner,”  and  was  known  in  the  com- 
munity as  “Tanner  John  Light.” 

The  tannery  was  bought  in  the  middle  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury by  a son,  Josiah  S.  Light,  who  operated  it  for  several 
decades  longer.  It  was  then  dismantled  and  abandoned,  and 
the  vats,  the  buildings,  together  with  the  tall  poplar  trees  near 
them,  have  all  disappeared. 

It  may  be  pardonable  in  the  writer  to  give  a short  history 
of  his  grandfather,  John  Light,  tanner.  He  was  somewhat 
eccentric  in  manner,  abrupt  of  speech,  enthusiastic  in  his 
religion,  strict  but  kind  in  his  home,  and  as  honest  in  his  busi- 
ness dealings  as  he  was  erect  and  straight  in  his  physical 
carriage. 

His  parents  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Light.  The  moth- 
er's maiden  naime  was  Funk.  Flis  aunt  Anna  Light  was  mar- 
ried to  John  Uhler,  who  represented  Lebanon  county  in  the 
state  assembly  three  terms,  between  1817  and  1821.  Tanner 
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John  Light’s  brothers  were  Henry,  “the  fuller,”  Martin,  Jacob, 
Samuel  and  Joseph.  His  sisters  were  Lizzie,  married  Martin 
Wenger;  Mary,  married  Daniel  Bicksler ; Christina,  married 
Jacob  Light;  Barbara,  married  Abram  Wenger;  Nancy,  mar- 
ried Henry  Moyer ; Sally,  married  Gottlieb  Kreider,  and  Mol- 
lie,  married  Henry  Haldeman.  In  1820  John  Light  married 
Catherine  Sherk,  a daughter  of  Christian  and  Barbara  Sherk, 
with  whom  he  reared  five  children, — Maria,  married  to  John 
P.  Grumbine ; Josiah  S.,  married  to  Veronica  Sherk;  Sally, 
married  to  Henry  Wenger;  Catherine,  married  to  Abram 
Wenger,  and  Lydia,  married  to  George  Lentz.  He  was  mar- 
ried a second  time,  in  1839,  to  Elizabeth  Fauber,  with  whom 
he  reared  three  children, — William,  Enoch  and  Clara. 

In  the  middle  of  town,  on  the  north  side  of  Market  square, 
was  another  tannery.  This  was  erected  by  Jacob  Rudy,  who 
came  from  Switzerland.  He  also  owned  a tavern  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Market  and  Centre  streets.  After  his  death  his  son 
Jacob  acquired  the  hostelry,  and  Martin,  another  son,  came 
into  possession  of  the  tannery  and  carried  on  the  business 
there  for  many  years. 

In  front  of  his  house,  on  the  square,  where  the  street  was 
very  wide,  was  la  large,  broad  pile  of  brown  tan-bark,  taken 
out  of  the  vats.  This  was  carried  away  from  time  to  time  and 
was  utilized  in  making  garden  paths,  for  \which  it  was  well 
adapted,  being  clean  and  soft,  and  the  tannic  acid  still  left  in 
it  being  destructive  to  weeds.  This  repository  of  tan-bark 
also  served  as  a playground  for  the  boys  on  moonlight  even- 
ings. where  wrestling,  “leapfrog,”  “broom-the-bear”  and  other 
games  were  the  amusements.  Sad  to  state,  it  was  also  not  in- 
frequently the  scene  of  quarrels  and  fights,  and  one  night  one 
of  tlie  big  boys  was  stabbed  with  a pocket-knife  in  the  hands 
of  a comrade.  Happily  the  wound  was  not  fatal. 

Martin  Rudy  was  married  to  a daughter  of  Jacob  Houtz. 
y\t  middle  life  he  dismantled  the  old  plant  and  built  another 
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tannery  on  the  northeastern  outskirts  of  the  village  near  the 
Pinegrove  road.  This  was  bought  and  operated  later  by 
Josiah  S.  Light,  and  after  him  by  Davilla  Frantz,  but  it  proved 
unsuccessful  ventures  for  both,  and  it  was  finally  abandoned 
and  has  fallen  into  decay. 

Another  tannery  within  the  village  limits  was  located  near 
the  north  end  of  Pinegrove  street.  The  proprietor  in  the  for- 
ties and  fifties  was  Samuel  Ulrich,  a son-in-law  .of  Philip 
Desh,  the  cooper.  It  had  its  bark-sheds,  its  finishing  shop  with 
its  long  and  smooth  tables,  and  its  stores  of  leather ; its  one- 
horse  bark  mill,  fragrant  with  the  odor  of  the  forest  oak  and 
musical  with  the  breaking  and  crackling  of  the  bark  in  the  iron 
hopper  of  the  mill.  It  also  had  its  “bates”  department,  reek- 
ing with  the  vile  stenches  of  organic  chemistry,  while  outside 
of  the  buildings  were  the  numerous  pits  or  vats,  in  which  the 
process  of  converting  hides  into  leather  was  constantly  going 
on  year  in  and  year  out.  It  took  the  greater  part  of  a year  in 
those  days  to  tan  a hide.  At  the  present  time  it  is  done  in  less 
than  a month  with  the  modern  improvements  and  the  new 
discoveries  in  chemistry. 

A man  by  the  name  of  Bower  succeeded  Mr.  Ulrich,  but 
he  remained  only  a short  time,  when  the  business  was  dis- 
continued, the  buildings  were  removed,  and  on  the  site  grew 
the  elder  bush  and  the  “Jimson”  weed.  The  ground  is  now 
occupied  by  dwelling  houses. 

In  1832  George  Mark  operated  a tannery,  probably  on  the 
site  later  occupied  by  Samuel  L^Irich,  and  sold  harness  leather 
at  eighteen  cents  per  pound.  The  products  of  these  tanneries 
were  largely  shipped  to  the  Philadelphia  markets. 
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NEW  RELIGIOUS  DENOMINATIONS. 

By  reading  some  of  the  pages  of  the  world’s  history,  we 
learn  that  there  have  been  wonderful  reformations  in  religions, 
stupendous  revolutions  in  politics  and  remarkable  changes  in 
public  morals. 

The  base  intriguers  in  the  high  places  of  a corrupt  church, 
and  their  dissolute  and  infamous  priesthood,  made  is  possible 
for  Martin  Luther  and  King  Henry  VTII  to  bring  about  the 
mightiest  reformation  in  Christendom.  The  conditions  of  the 
age  demanded  a change,  and  it  came. 

The  disgraceful  immoralities  practiced  by  the  First  Eng- 
lish Charles  and  the  satellites  of  his  sensual  court,  brought  to 
the  front  the  Roundheads,  who,  with  Oliver  Cromwell  at  their 
head,  substituted  psalm-singing,  the  plain  garb  and  an  austere 
morality  for  the  ribaldries,  the  extravagant  absurdities  in  dress 
and  the  gross  licentiousness  of  the  Cavalier  class.  The  head 
of  King  Charles  was  brought  to  the  block,  and  England  wore 
Puritan  sackcloth.  The  “Zeitgeist'^  favored  the  change,  and 
it  came,  in  turn  to  be  followed  by  the  reaction,  according  to 
the  laws  of  cause  and  effect. 

The  cold  sermons,  the  formalistic  services,  the  lack  of 
emotionalism  and  the  unsocial  ways  of  the  Lutherans  and  Re- 
formed in  the  earlier  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  failed  to 
appeal  to  many  of  the  emotional  natures  of  the  time.  Church- 
going flagged,  and  pious  enthusiasm  was  on  the  wane.  Reli- 
gious sentiment  had  been  influenced  more  or  less,  too,  by 
French  philosophy,  and  by  the  vices  brought  home  from  the 
martial  camps  of  the  American  Revolution  and  of  the  War 
of  1812.  And  now  the  times  became  ripe  for  new  things.  And 
when  there  came  along  what  may  be  called  the  American  dis- 
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senters  in  the  persons  of  Otterbein  and  Behm,  Albright  and 
Weinbrenner,  the  spirit  of  the  times  made  their  advent  suc- 
cessful. 

The  seeds  which  they  sowed  fell  in  prepared  soil  at  Fred- 
ericksburg. Though  Saint  John’s  church  had  been  the  only 
religious  temple  for  a period  of  over  fifty  years,  and  the  Lu- 
theran and  Reformed  the  only  church  organizations  in  the  vil- 
lage, others  were  now  to  follow. 

The  Moravians  to  the  north  were  losing  ground,  the  Men- 
nonites  to  the  south  received  very  few  accessions  to  their  mem- 
bership, and  the  Baptist  Brethren,  or  Bunkers,  who  held  serv- 
ices in  farmhouses  and  barns  seemed  unprogressive.  There- 
fore, when  the  apostles  and  followers  of  Otterbein  and  Behm 
came,  and  by  their  eloquence  and  zeal  stirred  the  hearts  of 
the  people,  religious  services,  prayer  meetings  and  revival  gath- 
erings were  held  in  different  places.  Grove’s  mill,  the  new 
school  house  on  the  mill  road  and  private  dwellings,  became 
the  scenes  of  much  enthusiasm. 

According  to  a certain  local  historian  “there  was  a won- 
derful meeting  held  for  many  evenings  at  the  house  of  John 
Light,  tanner,  where  scores  were  converted  who  afterwards 
became  pillars  of”  the  U.  B.  church.  This  was  between  1833 
and  1840. 

The  interest  and  excitement  which  these  zealous  apostles 
of  a new  and  more  fervid  religious  life  raised  among  the 
people,  were  greatly  stimulated  by  a strange  and  fearful  occur- 
rence in  the  realm  of  nature.  In  the  year  1833,  on  a certain 
November  night,  occurred  a grand  but  fear-inspiring  phenom- 
enon, called  a “star  shower,"  or  fall  of  meteors.  It  was  seen 
not  only  at  Fredericksburg,  but  all  over  the  country.  The 
spectacle  in  the  heavens  was  sublime  and  awful.  The  entire 
hrmament  appeared  as  if  illuminated  with  millions  of  burning 
sky-rockets.  Thick  with  streams  of  rolling  fire,  the  heavenly 
vault  presented  hardly  any  space  that  was  not  covered  with 
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flaming  brilliancy  at  every  instant.  The  phenomenon  was 
caused  by  an  infinite  number  of  star-like  meteors  which  fell 
like  flakes  of  fiery  snow,  but  many  persons  regarded  it  as  a 
direful  supernatural  manifestation  of  Divine  anger,  and  they 
wished  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  They  attended  the 
prayer  meetings  of  the  new  sect,  they  heard  the  wonderful 
preachers  who  urged  all  to  repentance,  they  believed  they  had 
found  a truer  and  more  heartfelt  religion,  and  they  became 
converts. 

Most  of  them  were  very  earnest  and  fervent  in  their  piety, 
and  they  really  believed  that  all  old  and  cold  churches  were 
only  gates  which  led  to  perdition,  while  the  Pope  of  Rome 
and  his  followers  were  held  in  horror  as  being  but  little  better 
than  the  archfiend  himself. 

The  movement  at  length  crystallized  into  three  organiza- 
tions,— the  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  the  Church  of  God,  and 
the  Evangelical  Association,  each  of  whom  in  the  course  of 
years  erected  a church  edifice.  But  prior  to  1844  their  services 
were  held  in  private  houses.  A small  table  in  the  corner  of 
the  living  room  served  as  a pulpit,  and  long  wooden  benches 
seated  the  congregation,  the  men  on  one  side  and  the  women 
on  the  other.  Having  no  church  buildings,  they  were  called 
“meeting  people,”  and  sometimes  “Maddydists”  (Methodists). 

They  often  sufifered  persecution  at  the  hands  of  the  un- 
regenerated sons  of  “Beliel,”  who  during  the  evening  services 
would  play  all  manner  of  tricks  on  the  rear  and  illy  lighted 
benches,  or  in  the  darkness  outside.  On  one  occasion,  at  a 
meeting  on  Mechanic  street,  held  on  a warm  summer  night, 
when  all  were  on  their  knees  and  nearly  every  one’s  voice 
shouting  irregular  responses  and  loud  “amens”  to  the  one 
who  was  leading  in  prayer,  a certain  elderly  brother  was  kneel- 
ing with  his  back  towards  the  open  window.  Pie  wore  very 
long  hair,  and  when  one  of  the  “wicked  ones.”  armed  with  a 
long,  slender  stick  having  the  end  s|)lit  into  short,  brush-like 
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splinters,  quietly  poked  it  through  the  window,  and,  twisting 
it  like  a screw  into  the  devout  brother’s  long  locks,  gave  it  a 
sudden  wrench  and  tore  out  a handful  of  hair,  the  sufLerer 
leaped  to  his  feet  and  shouted,  “Hier  in  unsere  mitte  ist  der 
Almechtig  Gott,  aber  drous’  in  der  dunkele  Nacht  ist  der  leben- 
dig  Teufel!”  (Here  in  our  midst  is  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God,  but  out  in  the  darkness  of  night  is  the  living  devil!) 

There  was  one  devout  couple  whose  voices  were  occasion- 
ally heard  in  the  Sunday  morning  prayer  meeting  in  John 
Light’s  summer-house,  whom  J held  in  great  respect  for  their 
kindly  tones  of  voice  and  their  quiet  demeanor.  The  husband 
was  a mechanic,  and  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  in 
a modest  little  shop  in  town.  He  was  retiring  of  disposition, 
unassuming  in  his  manners,  worked  six  days  in  the  week  for 
scant  compensation,  and  on  Sundays  he,  in  his  old-fashioned 
swallow-tailed  coat,  and  his  wife  in  her  best  calico,  walked  to 
these  religious  assemblies  to  sing  and  pray.  This  was  called 
‘‘going  to  meeting.” 

Alas ! for  the  reward  which  they  received  for  their  pious 
devotion ! One  of  their  sons  became  an  inmate  of  a lunatic 
asylum,  in  which  he  spent  forty  years  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
Another  son,  whose  prayers  at  times  were  loud  enough  to 
make  the  building  quake,  departed  this  life  in  the  county  alms- 
house. A third  became  a suicide,  and  a daughter,  after  sep- 
arating from  her  husband,  sank  to  a plane  which  is  shunned 
by  respectable  people.  The  God  of  Israel  seems  to>  have  lost 
sight  of  his  pious  votaries  in  this  instance,  and  failed  to  extend 
to  the  children  of  this  godly  man  and  woman  His  saving  grace! 
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FUNERAL  CUSTOMS. 

Prior  to  1844,  when  the  Wiiiebrenner  Meeting-house  was 
built  and  a graveyard  opened  in  its  rear,  St.  John’s  church- 
yard was  the  only  burial  ground,  and  the  German  Reformed 
and  Lutheran  church,  the  only  place  for  preaching  a funeral 
sermon.  It  is  true  that  half  a mile  south  of  town,  on  a wooded 
bluff  near  the  southern  shore  of  the  mill-pond,  on  land  of  the 
Groves,  a number  of  families  interred  their  dead;  and  that  an- 
other mile  to  the  southeast  the  Mennonites  had  a graveyard  in 
the  rear  of  their  meeting-house,  but  for  the  villager  and  for 
most  of  the  surrounding  farmers  and  laborers,  this  was  the 
common  burial-place,  open  and  free  to  all,  rich  and  poor  alike, 
whether  they  were  members  of  a church  or  not,  without  money 
and  without  price. 

The  graves  of  some  families  were  grouped  together,  but 
in  other  instances  they  were  separated  and  scattered.  No  lots 
were  sold,  nor  owned  by  individuals,  owing  probably  to  the 
conditions  made  by  the  donor  of  the  ground,  or,  perhaps,  to 
lack  of  legal  title  and  the  impossibility  to  convey  title. 

When  a death  occurred,  messengers  were  at  once  sent  out 
to  carry  the  sad  news,  with  the  date  and  hour  of  the  funeral, 
to  friends  and  relatives.  Four  persons  of  the  neighborhood 
were  selected  as  “grave-makers” — married  men  if  the  deceased 
died  in  wedlock;  boys  or  young  men  in  case  of  an  infant  or 
unmarried  person.  These  four  dug  the  grave,  acted  as  pall- 
bearers, and  made  the  interment. 

Soon  after  the  death  the  church  bell  would  ring  for  a short 
time,  and,  after  a pause,  would  “toll”  forth  the  number  of  years 
of  the  deceased.  In  case  of  an  infant  of  an  age  under  three, 
the  bell  would  “toll  two."  ' Tlie  neighbors  would  offer  their 
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services  free  to  make  preparations  for  the  funeral.  A calf 
would  be  killed  and  numbers  of  chickens  decapitated.  There 
would  be  roasting  and  stewing  and  baking,  and  a great  array 
of  funeral  meats,  cakes  and  pies  would  cover  tables  and  benches 
in  the  cellar.  In  order  to  keep  rats  and  mice  away,  small  lights 
were  improvised  by  cutting  out  of  a newspaper  or  some  wrap- 
ping paper,  a circular  piece  the  size  of  a saucer.  The  centre  of 
this  was  twisted  into  the  shape  of  an  inch-long  wick  .and  put 
in  the  bottom  of  a saucer.  Lard  or  hog’s-fat  used  for  burning 
in  a “Fett-Amshel,”  or  fat-lamp,  was  pressed  on  the  paper  in 
the  saucer  around  the  wick-like  projection,  which  was  greased 
and  lighted.  Three  or  four  of  these  night-lamps  were  placed 
at  different  points  in  the  cellar,  where  they  burned  all  night 
and  kept  the  little  four-footed  thieves  away. 

As  late  as  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  and  even  later, 
it  was  a common  custom  for  the  neighbors  to  sit  up  all  night 
and  keep  watch  with  the  dead.  Though  far  from  approaching 
the  convivial  Irish  wake,  the  occasion  was  made  more  or  less 
of  a social  gathering,  and  at  midnight  refreshments  were  serv- 
ed to  the  watchers.  Hymns  were  sung  at  intervals,  and  the 
young  folks  often  managed  to  do  a little  decorous  love-making 
on  the  quiet  towards  the  wee  small  hours  of  the  morning. 

There  were  no  hearses  in  those  days,  and  when  from  the 
country,  the  dead  were  carried  in  large  “Conestoga  wagons” 
covered  with  canvas,  spread  over  big  bows  arching  from  side 
to  side.  At  other  times  the  coffin  was  placed  on  the  straw- 
spread  bottom  of  a coverless  wagon,  with  the  driver  and  under- 
taker seated  in  the  fore  part  on  a board  laid  across  the  box. 
The  preacher  and  the  “foresinger”  headed  the  funeral  train  in 
a rockaway  or  in  an  old-fashioned  family  carriage.  The  friends 
followed  in  different  kinds  of  vehicles  from  the  heavy  carriage 
to  the  lumbering,  springless  two-horse  wagon  which  had  an 
al)undant  supply  of  straw  in  the  bottom  and  had  boards  laid 
across  the  box  to  serve  as  seats. 

“The  boast  of  heraldry,  the  pomp  of  power” 
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had  no  place  in  the  unassuming  processions  that  followed  the 
dead  to  St.  John’s  graveyard.  To  those  who  rest  there  Thom- 
as Gray’s  lines  may  be  applied : 

“Oft  did  the  h'arvest  to  their  sickle  yield; 

Their  furrow  oft  the  stuibborn  glebe  has  broke; 

How  jocund  did  they  drive  their  team  a-field! 

How  bow’d  the  woods  beneath  their  sturdy  stroke! 

“Far  from  the  madding  crowd’s  ignoble  strife, — 

Their  sober  wishes  never  learned  to  stray; 

Along  the  cool,  sequester’d  vale  of  life, 

They  kept  the  noiseless  tenor  of  their  way.” 

No  costly  sarcophagus,  no  silver  bedecked  casket  was 
carried  to  the  quiet  God’s-acre  surrounding  the  old  church. 
The  dead  were  buried  in  coffins  made  in  the  village,  of  native 
walnut  or  cherry  wood.  The  coffin  maker  was  Jacob  Wagner, 
known  to  every  one  as  “Yuck  Wagner,”  or  ‘‘der  alt  Yuck,” 
“Yuck”  being  a contraction  of  the  German  pronunciation  of 
Jacob.  He  made  coffins  near  the  northern  end  of  Mechanic 
street  in  the  40’s  and  50’s,  and  his  wife  assisted  him  in  laying 
out  the  dead.  The  couple  were  a terror  to  the  village  young- 
sters, not  only  on  account  of  their  weird  calling,  but  also  from 
their  uncouth  appearance.  She  was  tall  and  bony ; he,  short, 
grey  and  unshaven.  In  the  eyes  of  some  of  the  children  they 
were  a pair  of  frightful  ogres,  merciless  and  cruel,  who  bore 
away  old  and  young  to  the  dark  grave.  The  shudder  of  fear 
experienced  by  a village  urchin  as  he  listened  to  old  Mrs. 
Yuck’s  tales  of  frightful  goblins  and  fiery  dragons  whom  she 
and  her  husband  encountered  in  dark  and  lonely  lanes  and  by- 
ways on  their  dismal  errands  on  moonless  nights,  will  never 
be  effaced  from  the  writer’s  memory. 

Mr.  Wagner  made  the  coffins  as  needed,  and  to  measure. 
The  measure  was  a stick  cut  the  length  of  the  body,  and  a 
second  stick  for  the  width  at  its  broadest  part,  a little  below 
the  shoulders.  These  sticks,  when  fastened  together  formed  a 
cross  which  was  taken  to  the  shop,  and  the  coffin  was  made. 
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polished  and  varnished  within  two  days.  The  cost  was  from 
six  to  sixteen  dollars.  This  included  the  funeral  attendance. 
The  same  service  now  runs  up  to  fifty  or  a hundred  dollars  and 
upwards.  A great  deal  is  said  nowadays  about  the  increased 
cost  of  living,  when  the  cost  of  dying  has  advanced  at  a much 
greater  ratio. 

The.  funerals  coming  from  the  east,  from  the  north,  or 
from  the  west,  halted  just  south  of  the  crossing  of  Pinegrove 
and  Market  streets.  The  coffin  was  placed  on  the  black  bier 
near  the  sidewalk.  The  minister,  the  “fore-singer,”  the  rela^ 
tives  and  friends,  together  with  a number  of  idlers  and  ap- 
prentice boys,  were  grouped  around.  A hymn  was  sung  as 
the  undertaker  turned  back  on  its  hinges  the  upper  section  in 
two  parts,  of  the  coffin  lid,  exposing  the  face  and  upper  part 
of  the  shroud,  and  then,  as  the  procession  moved  on  foot  up 
the  slope  to  the  church,  the  bell  began  tolling  and  continued 
to  do  so  until  the  open  grave  was  reached.  There  the  burial 
service  was  recited,  another  hymn  was  sung,  generally  from 
the  “Saenger  am  Grabe,”  and  the  coffin  was  lowered  into  the 
grave.  The  friends  followed  the  minister  to  the.  church  to 
sit  under  a long  and  often  tedious  sermon.  It  was  the  custom 
for  the  kinsfolk  to  keep  their  hats  on  their  heads  in  church 
during  the  services.  The  apprentice  boys  and  the  village  idlers 
remained  at  the  grave  until  the  “grave-makers”  had  rounded 
the  mound  and  also  gone  to  the  church.  Then  the  boys  re- 
turned to  their  tasks  in  the  shop,  and  the  few  idlers  to  their 
accustomed  benches  and  boxes  in  the  stores  and  taverns,  there 
to  discuss  the  merits  and  faults  of  the  departed. 

In  taking  the  last  journey,  every  one,  male  and  female,  old 
and  young,  was  dressed  in  a white  shroud.  Mrs.  Maria  Wal- 
born,  a sweet  and  lovely  old  lady  who  smoked  cigars,  made  the 
clothes  for  the  dead.  She  was  the  wife  of  John  Walborn,  a 
veteran  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  with  her  spinster  daughter. 
Caroline,  made  grave-clothes  and  carried  on  the  milliner’s  trade 
for  many  years.  Scores  of  persons  for  whom  she  had  fash- 
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ioned  bridal  veils  and  bleached  Leghorn  bonnets  during  life, 
took  their  last  long  rest  in  the  white  garments  made  by  her 
deft  old  hands.  Her  home  and  place  of  business  was  on  Mar- 
ket street,  a few  doors  east  of  Pinegrove  street,  in  a small, 
one-story,  white  house,  which  has  since  been  entirely  changed 
in  appearance.  One  of  her  sons,  George,  made  the  perilous 
overland  journey  to  California,  soon  after  the  discovery  of 
gold. 
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THE  SHOW. 

One  of  the  great  red-letter  days  of  old  Stumpstown  was 
the  occasion  of  a small  traveling  menagerie  visiting  the  village 
in  the  year  1838.  It  comprised  a veritable  live  elephant,  arid 
everybody  went  to  the  show  from  the  oldest,  inhabitant  down 
to  the  irrepressible  small  boy  and  the  lass  of  tender  years.  Even 
the  parson  took  has  daughter  of  twelve,  who,  being  unusually 
tall  for  her  age,  had  some  difficulty  in  passing  for  “half  price,” 
but  when  her  clerical-looking  parent  assured  the  “showman” 
that  she  was  under  fourteen,  the  latter  took  his  “levy”  (a  coin 
of  twelve  and  a half  cents)  and. let  her  pass  into  the  tent. 

The  elephant  was  "surmounted  by  a large  saddle,  or  how- 
dah,  and  the  offer  was  made  to  the  girls  in  the  audience'  of  a 
ride  on  the  animal’s  back.  A number  of  the  more  daring  dam- 
sels accepted  the  offer,  and  they  not  only  saw  the  elephant, 
but  rode  him,  too.  The  less  courageous,  in  a spirit  of  envy, 
afterwards  accused  their  bolder  sisters  of  being  too  free  and 
easy  in  their  , behavior. 

When  the  boys  of  the  following  generation  listened  to  the 
stories  which  their  parents  told  them  of  this  wonderful  animal 
show,  and  heard  the  conditional  promises  to  be  taken  to  the 
next  one  coming  to  the  town,  they  tried  hard  to  be  good,  and 
expectantly  looked  forward  to  such  a happy  event.  They  are 
still  looking,  for  ino  second  elephant  ever  came  that  way ! The 
nearest  approach  to  another  animal  show  was  the  “flying- 
horse”  or  “merry-go-round”  in  which,  alas ! the  animals  were 
all  of  wood,  painted  in  chrome  yellow  and  Venetian  red,  save 
the  bony  steed  in  harness  which  furnished  the  motive  power 
to  the  revolving  machine.  On  the  occasion  of  a certain  mili- 
tary battalion  inspection,  called  a “Boddolyah,”  a “merry-go- 
round”  was  located  for  the  day  (and  night)  in  the  south- 
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eastern  section  of  the  square  in  front  of  the  old  engine  house. 
A certain  girl  of  sweet  sixteen  had  just  been  treated  to  a ride 
on  one  of  the  wooden  animals,  when  her  stern  father  appeared 
upon  the  scene  and  saw  her  step  down  and  out.  He  was  very 
wroth,  and  ordering  her  home  at  once,  he  turned  threateningly 
to  the  proprietor  and  said,  “If  I find  my  daughter  on  your  in- 
fernal machine  again,  ITl  get  my  axe  and  I’ll  chop  the  whole 
blasted  thing  down  to  the  ground !”  “You  will,  will  you  ? 
Well,  after  having  done  that  once,  you  will  not  do  such  a thing 
the  second  time,”  said  the  fellow,  and  then  he  bawled  out  his 
invitation  again  to  all  to  come  and  take  a ride. 

Another  perigrinating  entertainment  that  visited  Lebanon 
county  villages  was  a puppet  show,  owned  and  operated  by  a 
certain  man  known  as  “Old  Lindsey,”  He  came  to  Freder- 
icksburg in  the  forties  and  fifties.  His  Punch  and  Judy  pup- 
pets were  Pennsylvania-German  characters,  and  were  named 
Air,  and  Mrs,  Wafflebach,  or,  as  expressed  in  the  vernacular, 
“der  alt  Wafflebach  un’  sei  fraw  die  alt  Wafflebachsy,”  Lind- 
sey was  quite  a ventriloquist,  and  the  coarse  and  often  vulgar 
jokes  which  he  put  in  the  mouths  of  his  puppets  were  greatly 
enjoyed  by  the  large  crowds  gathered  under  his  canvas.  His 
tent  was  pitched  on  the  Pinegrove  road,  a short  distance  north 
of  the  easternmost  hotel,  then  kept  by  John  Foesig,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  last  visit  to  Fredericksburg  in  1857. 
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NEGROES. 

The  population  of  Fredericksburg  has  been  white,  as  a 
rule,  in  both  the  literal  as  well  as  the  slang  meaning  of  the 
term,  but  at  times  there  lived  in  the  village  a number  of  ne- 
groes. Some  of  these,  especially  in  the  early  part  of  the  19th 
century,  were  of  the  worst  of  their  kind,  and  were  quite  unde- 
sirable citizens.  A small  colony  of  them  had  their  abode  on 
South  Center  street  in  a low  building  long  since  removed.  A 
few  others  there  were,  who  were  not  only  useful  as  laborers, 
but  w'ho  were  also  religious.  One  of  these  rejoiced  in  the  eu- 
phonious cognomen  of  Billy  Downey.  He  was  in  the  service 
of  Levi  Bickel,  a merchant  near  the  east  end  of  town,  worked 
in  John  Light’s  tannery,  and  made  himself  helpful  to  farm- 
ers. One  of  his  fields  of  usefulness  was  that  of  a healer,  and 
long  before  the  time  of  Mrs.  Eddy  he  cured  illness  by  faith. 
As  Sampson’s  strength  lay  in  his  long  hair,  so  Billy’s  occult 
powers  were  supposed  to  be  inherent  in  the  blackness  of  his 
African  complexion.  There  was  no  surer  cure  for  the  whoop- 
ing-cough than  Billy  Downey’s  kiss  implanted  full  on  the  mouth 
of  the  little  sufferer. 

Billy  was  very  pious  withal,  his  piety  being  of  the  emo- 
tional variety,  and  he  was  very  fond  of  making  loud  and  long 
prayers  of  an  evening  in  the  religious  gatherings  of  the  time. 
One  night,  among  an  assemblage  of  the  emotional  class  in  the 
schoolhouse,  he  had  the  floor,  and  it  seemed  as  if  there  was 
no  end  to  his  long-winded  prayer.  Listening  to  him  with  im- 
patience, knelt  old  Adam  Petry,  who  also  was  noted  for  the 
length  and  wordiness  of  his  petitions  at  prayer  meetings.  See- 
ing his  chances  for  indulging  himself  growing  less  and  less 
as  the  time  of  night  advanced,  he  arose  from  his  knees  and 
started  for  the  door.  Taking  hold  of  his  half-grown  son  and 
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dragging  him  along  by  the  arm,  he  said  in  tones  loud  enough 
to  be  heard  all  over  the  hall:  “Kom  on,  George,  un  luss  der 
shwartz  Downy  die  gans  nacht  blobbera.”  (Come  along, 
George,  and  let  black  Downey  blabber  all  night!) 

Another  colored  brother  who  made  Fredericksburg  his 
home  some  years  before  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  who 
was  the  terror  of  the  village  youngsters,  was  Jeremiah  Trim- 
mel,  better  known  as  “Black  Jerry.”  He  was  in  the  employ  of 
John  Behny,  a horse  dealer,  and  was  a habitue  of  the  three 
taverns.  Unlike  Billy  Downey,  he  was  not  a religious  or  pious 
personage,  and  made  no  long  prayers,  but  he  could  drink  more 
bad  whiskey  than  any  three  of  his  white  friends.  Whence  he 
came,  or  whither  he  went,  no  one  now  living  knows,  and  the 
small  gap  which  his  departure  occasioned  has  long  since  been 
completely  closed. 

■Representing  another  type  of  the  descendants  of  Ham 
was  a mulatto  by  the  name  of  Henry  Dollum.  He  was  the 
son  of  a white  girl  who  later  married  a man  of  her  own  race 
and  kind,  and  lived  and  died  in  Jackson  township.  Dollum  was 
a professional  man,  and  rejoiced  in  the  title  of  “Doctor,”  being 
a self-made  veterinary  surgeon.  He  married  a white  woman, 
and  had  two  children,  but  both  died  young.  What  he  pretend- 
ed to  know  of  therapeutics  and  of  the  occult  was  quite  consid- 
erable ; and  what  with  pow-wowing  for  equine  ailments,  “still- 
ing the  blood”  in  the  hemorrhages  of  wounded  bovines,  and 
prescribing  “laud’num  and  sweet  nitre”  for  all  patients,  irre- 
spective of  the  nature  of  their  condition,  he,  for  some  years, 
had  quite  a practice  as  a horse  and  cattle  doctor. 

Up  to  the  middle  of  the  last  century  everybody  burned 
wood  in  the  “ten-plate”  stove  and  on  the  big  hearth.  When 
pipes  and  chimneys  became  choked  with  soot,  the  pipes  were 
taken  off  the  stove,  out  on  a plot  in  the  garden,  rye  straw  was 
stuffed  into  them,  and  the  soot  was  burned  out.  But  the 
chimneys  were  scraped  clean  by  negro  chimney-sweeps  who 
visited  the  town  at  irregular  periods  for  the  purpose.  The 
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“sweep”  climbed  up  the  inside  of  the  brick  flue  from  the  fire- 
place to  the  house-top,  where  he  seated  himself  on  the  edge 
of  the  chimney  to  breathe  the  fresh  air  and  to  sing  a planta- 
tion solo.  Begrimed  with  soot,  looking  like  a demon  fresh 
from  the  inferno,  with  a dirtv  cloth  or  a close-fitting  cap  cov- 
ering his  head,  he  would  sing  “O,  Susannah”  or  “Poor  Uncle 
Ned,”  and  then,  descending  and  scraping  the  black  deposit  from 
the  bricks,  he  would  make  the  dust  fly  below.  His  pay  was 
half  a dollar  per  chimney.  One  of  these  useful  dark-skinned 
visitors  was  known  as  Black  Loo,  and  he  was  often  accom- 
panied by  a white  woman  said  to  be  his  wife. 

During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  the  visits  of  the  blacks 
ceased,  and  their  place  was  taken  by  a round-faced,  sleek- 
haired, dapper  little  Hollander,  who  was  known  as  “the  white 
chimney  sweep.”  His  language  was  German  with  the  peculiar 
accent  of  ,the  Low  Dutch,  while  in  his  personal  vanity  he 
resembled  a French  dandy.  To  advertise  his  advent  he  would 
strut  along  the  streets  in  his  professional  costume  of  leather 
of  many  patches,  carrying  a bundle  of  sooty  twigs  to  which 
was  attached  a long  rope  and  an  iron  ball,  while  a short- 
handled  iron  scraper  was  hung  over  his  shoulder.  To  the 
young  people  of  the  village  he  was  a disappointment  from  the 
fact  that  on  emerging  from  the  chimney-top  he  sang  no  songs. 
In  fact  there  was  no  music  in  him,  for  his  language  was  a hor- 
rible jargon,  his  laugh  was  a wooden  chuckle  and  he  could  not 
sing  a single  note.  He  was  a gentleman-sweep,  and  unlike  his 
African  confreres  he  never  accepted  sleeping  accommodations 
in  a stable,  but  put  up  at  a hotel,  whence  he  would  issue  after 
a short  day’s  operations  for  an  early  evening  promenade, 
dressed  in  a white  shirt,  black  coat,  fancy  slippers,  a black  hat 
over  one  ear  above  a glistening  face,  and  a Dutch  pipe  in  his 
mouth. 

He  was  very  fond  of  whiskey  and  it  was  his  custom  to 
fill  his  glass  at  the  tavern  bar.  look  at  it  admiringly  with  a 
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little  wooden  chuckle,  and  apostrophize  it  in  the  following  lines 
of  doubtful  German  rhyme : 

“Du  stehst  vor  mir  wie  ein  Lilly: — 

Ich  trinke  dich  mit  freiem  Wille! 

W€nn  ich  aber  trink  zu  viel  von  dich, 

So  mach’st  verdullter  G’spass  mit  mioh! 

Translated  into  English  this  may  be  made  to  read  thusly : 

Thou  stand’st  before  me  like  a lily; 

And  I do  drink  the  ■willy-'nilly ! 

But  when  I drink  too  much  of  thee 

Thou  mak’st  confounded  fun  of  mel 

Poor  “Dutch  John”  (for  he  was  known  also  by  that  name) 
met  with  a pathetic  and  tragic  end.  As  the  years  and  strong 
drink  told  on  him  and  eventually  unfitted  him  for  his  grimy 
work,  he  drifted  from  one  village  and  country  tavern  to 
another,  carrying  his  bundle  around  his-  neck  and  shoulder, 
doing  chores  as  stable-boy  and  hostler,  and  incidentally  drink- 
ing all  the  whiskey  he  could  get.  On  one  cold  night  in  the 
early  ninetieSj  wihile  tramping  across  country,  some  six  or  eight 
miles  east  of  Fredericksburg,  he  climbed  over  a post-fence. 
While  descending  on  one  side  ;his  bundle  slipped  down  on  the 
other  side  of  the  top-rail  and  held  him  fast  by  the  neck  as 
with  a hangman’s  noose.  In  his' drunken  helplessness  he  was 
strangled  to  death.  There  he  was  found  next  morning  “as 
void  of  life  as  if  he  ne’er  had  lived,”  and  his  remains  were 
given  burial  by  the  Berks  County  almshouse  authorities. 
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IX. 

RAILROADS. 

Fredericksburg  has  had  no  railroads,  though  at  three  dif- 
ferent periods  great  hopes  were  entertained  of  getting  them. 
As  early  as  1836  an  act  was  passed  by  the  assembly  at  Harris- 
burg towards  incorporating  a company  to  build  a railway  by 
way  of  Fredericksburg  from  Reading  to  Harrisburg.  It  was 
to  be  known  as  the  “Reading,  Fredericksburg  and  Susquehanna 
Railroad.”  Governor  Ritner  approved  the  act  on  the  i6th  of 
June,  1836,  and  appointed  a board  of  commissioners,  thirty  in 
number,  as  follows : 7 of  Philadelphia,  one  of  whom  was 

John  F.  Stump,  13  of  Berks  counity,  one  of  whom  was  Jacob 
Wialborn,  2 of  Schuylkill,  3 of  Dauphin,  and  5 of  Lebanon 
county.  Those  of  Lebanon  county  were  William  W.  Martin, 
J.  P.  Grove,  Jacob  B.  Weidman,  Jacob  Weidle  and  Gen.  John 
Harrison. 

These  commissioners  were  to  open  books  on  which  they 
were  to  take  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  15,000  shares  at 
$50  per  share,  and  organize  a company  by  choosing  a presi- 
dent, a treasurer  and  secretaries.  They  were  privileged  to 
increase  the  amounit  of  stock  to  $900,000.  It  was  conditioned 
that  if  the  corporation  failed  to  carry  its  object  into  effect 
within  ten  years,  their  charter  was  tO'  become  null  and  void.  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  John  F.  Stump  here  named,  was 
also  a member  of  the  board  which  was  to  construct  a road 
touching  Schaefferstown,  and  which  in  like  manner  failed  to 
materialize.  The  cause  of  failure  may  have  been  the  lack  of 
money  and  confidence  attendant  uj)on  the  unsettled  financial 
conditions  of  that  decade  of  widespread  bankruptcy. 

Twenty  years  later  another  railroad  project  was  set  on 
foot  by  which  Fredericksburg  was  to  benefit.  In  1854  the 
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legislature  enacted  a law  by  the  authority  of  which  a com- 
mission of  42  men  were  named,  who  were  to  open  books, 
receive  subscriptions  and  organize  a company  to  be  known  as 
the  '‘The  South  Mountain  Railroad  Company.” 

There  were  sixteen  commissioners  of  Lebanon  county,  ten 
of  Dauphin,  and  sixteen  of  Berks.  Those  of  Lebanon  county 
were  as  follows;  Jacob  B.  Weidman,  A.  Bates  Grub,  Edward 
B.  Grubb,  Elias  E.  Kintzer,  John  Harper,  Lyon  Lemberger, 
John  B.  Seltzer,  John  Weidman,  John  Brunner,  Samuel  Rank, 
David  M.  Rank,  George  Heilman,  Jacob  Houtz,  Jacob  Shnot- 
terly,  John  M.eily  and  Henry  B.  Seiche. 

The  capital  stock  was  to  be  15,000  shares  of  $50  each,  and 
the  company  was  empowered  to  “increase  their  stock  so  much 
as  in  their  opinion  might  be  necessary  to  complete  the  road.’* 
The  company  was  to  construct  a railway,  “beginning  near 
Harrisburg  and  thence  along  the  south  side  of  the  Blue  Moun- 
tain by  way  of  Jonestown  and  Eredericksburg  to  Hamburg  in 
Berks  county.” 

It  was  conditioned  that  the  construction  of  the  road  be 
commenced  within  five  years  and  that  it  be  completed  in  1864. 
The  act  was  approved  on  May  5,  1854,  by  Governor  William 
Bigler. 

The  commissioners  did  not  long  remain  idle,  but  began 
at  once  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  stock.  I remember  two  of 
them,  Jacob  Shnotterly  and  Jacob  Houtz,  calling  for  the  pur- 
pose on  my  grandfather  and  my  father.  They,  however,  were 
very  conservative  men,  refused  to  subscribe  and — saved  their 
money. 

Within  a short  time  a party  of  engineers  were  at  work, 
locating  the  track  through  the  northern  section  of  the  town. 
B)Ut  the  work  ended  with  the  driving  of  the  stakes  in  the 
ground.  The  cause  of  the  failure  may  have  been  similar  to 
that  which  wrecked  the  hopes  for  the  “Susquehanna,  Ereder- 
icksburg and  Reading  Road,”  twenty  years  earlier,  for  in  the 
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decade  of  the  ’50’s,  as  in  that  of  the  ’30’s,  occurred  another 
disastrous  financial  panic,  destroying  business  confidence  and 
halting  all  sorts  of  enterprises  of  an  uncertain  or  doubtful 
nature. 

For  some  occult  reason  the  name  of  the  road  was  changed 
by  act  of  Assembly,  approved  by  Governor  Pollock  in  March, 
1855,  to  that  of  the  “Harrisburg  and  Hamburg  Railroad  Com- 
pany.” After  this  it  seemed  to  have  fallen  into  a dormant 
condrlion.  But  in  1873  it  was  revived  by  another  act  of 
Assembly,  approved  by  Governor  John  F.  Hartranft,  which 
restored  its  original  name  and  title  of  the  “South  Mountain 
Railroad  Company,”  and  which  conferred  new  and  more  exten- 
sive powers  and  privileges.  In  the  reorganization  of  the  com- 
pany William  H.  Bell  was  chosen  president,  and  Jacob  G. 
Heilman,  secretary.  Jacob  W.  Grove  was  one  of  the  direc- 
tors. First  mortgage  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $2,400,000  were 
issued,  which  promised  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum,  payable  in  February  and  August  in  gold!  These 
bonds  were  to  mature  in  30  years,  and  were  payable  to  G.  Daw- 
son Coleman,  of  Lebanon,  and  Hiester  Clymer,  of  Reading, 
who  certified  to  them  as  trustees. 

And  then  the  work  began  apparently  in  earnest  and  went 
bravely  on.  This  time  the  engineers  located  the  line  along 
the  southern  borders  of  the  village.  A large  force  of  foreign 
laborers  with  shovels  and  wheelbarrows,  gave  Fredericksburg 
an  air  of  energetic  push  and  hustling  activity,  such  as  it  had 
never  experienced  before.  The  road  was  actually  being  graded. 
Hills  were  cut  through,  hollows  were  filled  in  and  bridges 
and  trestles  spanned  the  creeks  and  gullies.  The  times  were 
full  of  promise,  expectation  ran  high  and  the  ojDtimists  saw  a 
great  future  for  Fredericksburg. 

But  alas ! for  the  hopes  and  ambitions  of  the  young  men 
of  ’73,  who  looked  forward  to  becoming  station  agents  and 
telegraph  operators!  That  year  witnessed  Jay  Cooke’s  financial 
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downfall,  and  then  followed  the  crash  which  shook  the  busi- 
ness world  in  our  country  from  centre  to  circumference.  Once 
more  the  “South  Mountain  Railroad”  fell  into  a moribund 
condition,  hoodood  again  by  the  periodical  panic  which  seems 
to  sweep  across  our  country  about  every  twenty  years,  anc 
many  of  those  who  had  staked  their  all  on  the  project,  were 
brought  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  For  a number  of  sanguine 
investors  it  meant  bankruptcy. 

Work  on  the  road  being  abandoned  for  lack  of  funds, 
and  no  interest  being  paid  o-n  the  bonds,  suit  was  brought  in 
1878  by  Joseph  Hayne,  of  New  York,  against  the  South  Moun- 
tain Railroad  Company,  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court, 
and  on  the  6th  day  of  December,  1879,  the  road  was  'sold  to 
John  N.  Hutchinson.  In  February,  1882,  ithe  persons  on 
account  of  whom  the  road  had  been  sold,  met  at  Philadelphia, 
and  organized  a new  corporation  by  electing  as  president, 
John  N.  Hutchinson,  and  a board  of  six  directors,  viz.,  F.  B. 
Gowan,  J.  B.  Lippincott,  George  De  B.  Keim,  Henry  Lewis, 
E.  C.  Knight,  and  Heister  Clymer.  They  assumed  the  new 
name  of  the  “Dauphin  and  Berks  Railway  Company,”  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $100,000  in  2,000  shares  of  $50  each.  But  if 
any  efforts  were  made  to  finish  the  road,  they  were  not  appar- 
ent to  the  unaided  vision  of  the  people  of  Fredericksburg. 

We  again  hear  of  it,  however,  in  1890,  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  whence  a writ  of  execution 
was  issued,  and  the  “property,  franchises  and  rights  of  the 
South  Mountain  Railroad  Company”  were  sold  at  sheri’s  sale 
to  Mr.  James  March.  On  August  8,  1893,  at  a meeting  of 
interested  persons,  held  at  No.  1009  Walnut  street,  Philadel- 
phia, another  corporation  was  organized  by  electing  J.  H. 
Campbell,  of  that  city,  president,  and  creating  a board  of  seven 
directors  as  follows;  James  March,  Jr.,  A.  Christ,  Harry 
Roby,  George  Rice,  of  Lebanon,  and  W.  J.  Campbell  and 
James  Wolfe,  of  Philadelphia.  They  took  the  name  of  the 
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“Blue  Mountain  Railroad  Company,”  and  Fredericksburg  has 
not  heard  of  them  since. 

In  1907  a party  of  surveyors  went  over  the  graded  part  of 
the  road  between  Fredericksburg  and  Jonestown,  with  a view 
of  laying  the  rails  for  a trolley  road  between  the  two  towns, 
but  nothing  has  thus  far  come  of  it. 

The  three  attempts  to  give  Fredericksburg  a railway,  all 
ending  in  failure,  and  in  a number  of  instances  in  heavy 
financial  losses  to  individuals,  seem  almost  like  a tragedy  in 
the  disheartening  effects  to  the  little  town.  But  such  in  part 
is  the  story  of  railways. 
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THE  FREDERICKSBURG  HERALD. 

In  the  village  at  one  time  was  published  a newspaper, 
mention  of  which,  to  the  extent  of  one  line,-  is  made  by  C.  M. 
Bowman  in  his  paper  read  at  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Leba- 
non County  Historical  Society  in  1900.  It  was  named  ‘'The 
Fredericksburg  Herald,”  was  a sheet  of  four  pages,  each  20 
by  26  inches  in  size,  and  had  eight  columns  to  the  page.  The 
editor  and  publisher  was  George  W.  Ettele.  The  first  issue 
bore  the  date  of  July  17,  1894,  together  with  the  legend  that 
it  was  an  “independent  weekly  family  newspaper,  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  its  patrons.  Subscription  price,  $1.00,  per  year 
in  advance.” 

The  outside  was  printed  in  New  York,  and  was  made  up 
of  fiction,  poetry,  “household  matters,”  general  information  and 
foreign  ads.  The  inside  was  printed  in  the  house  three  or 
four  doors  west  of  Mechanic  street,  on  the  north  side  of 
Market,  and  it  gave  the  town  and  county  news,  editorials  and 
local  advertisements.  It  lived  about  two  years,  when  it  was 
discontinued  for  want  of  support  “on  the  part  of  the  surround- 
ing neighborhood  as  well  as  the  town  itself.” 

The  printing  outfit,  consisting  of  type,  cases,  books,  files 
and  presses,  was  stored  in  a building  on  Pinegrove  street  near 
St.  John’s  church,  where  they  were  burnt  in  a mysterious  fire 
which  destroyed  also  a shirt  factory.  On  the  printing  outfit 
there  was  no  insurance,  and  the  first  and  only  newspaper  ven- 
ture in  the  place,  ended  in  utter  disaster  and  total  loss. 
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TRINK-GELT— MILL-BELLS. 

Since  many  of  the  villagers  kept  pigs  and  a cow,  nearly 
every  one  also  owned  one  to  a dozen  acres  of  land,  called 
'‘outlots.”  These  were  located  to  the  east,  west,  north  and 
south  of  the  town.  The  blacksmith  had  enough  land  just  out- 
side of  the  village  to  divide  it  into  six  or  seven  fields,  and  he 
followed  the  rule  of  the  rotation  of  crops.  The  chairmaker 
was  a landed  proprietor,  and  the  saddler,  the  cooper,  the  tin- 
smith and  the  shoemaker,  each  had  his  miniature  farm.  On 
this  he  raised  his  wheat  and  potatoes  for  his  kitchen,  and  his 
hay  and  corn  for  his  cow  and  pigs.  To  such  as  failed  to 
raise  enough  for  their  needs,  and  to  such  as  had  no  “outlots,” 
a farmer-friend  would  sell  wheat  and  corn  at  market  prices 
on  condition  that  they  would  assist  him  during  the  strenuous 
season  which  began  with  haymaking  in  June  and  ended  with 
cornhusking  in  October. 

There  were  no  paternalistic  demagogues  in  those  days  to 
fix  the  length  of  the  working  day  at  eight  or  ten  hours.  The 
field  labor  was  performed  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  “and  the 
evening  and  the  morning  were  the  first  day”  and  every  other 
day  of  the  six  in  the  week.  On  rainy  days  the  villager 
remained  in  his  shop  and  tried  to  catch  up  with  his  accumu- 
lated work  there.  The  farm  laborer  received  the  price  of  a 
bushel  of  wheat  as  a harvest  day’s  wages. 

It  was  the  custom  for  the  large  farmer  to  give  to  his 
laborer  for  the  season  the  use  of  a quarter  or  a half  of  an 
acre  of  land,  on  which  the  latter  might  raise  potatoes  for  his 
table  or  corn  for  his  hogs.  This  was  given  in  part  as  a 
gratuity,  or  bonus,  or  “trink-gelt”  for  which,  however,  the 
laborer  performed  a certain  amount  of  work.  The  conditions 
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were  as  follows:  For  the  first  six  days  the  laborer  was  to 

receive  the  use  of  one-fourth  of  an  acre  of  land,  and  for  the 
rest  of  his  time  he  was  paid  in  money  at  the  prevalent  rate  of 
wages.  Fie  could  elect  to  take  a load  of  hay  instead  of  the  one- 
fourth  acre  of  land. 

The  writer  heard  of  one  case  in  which  the  balf  acre 
produced  seventy-four  bushels  of  corn,  which  was  certainly 
good  pay  for  twelve  days’  work.  The  big  farmers  saw  that  thev 
were  thus  paying  too  much  for  labor,  and  they  endeavored 

to  get  rid  of  the  custom.  Therefore  when  Martin  K , a 

basket  maker,  applied  to  his  farmer  employer,  Henry  Q 

and  asked  him  if  he  could  again  have  his  half-acre  of  land,  he 
received  the  indefinite  and  unsatisfactory  answer,  “Well,  we’ll 
see  about  that.”  Our  friend,  Martin  went  home  and  said  no 
more.  But  when  Farmer  Q in  the  last  week  of  the  fol- 

lowing June  sent  a messenger  to  Martin  to  ask  him  if  he 
would  bring  his  scythe  on  the  following  Saturday  to  begin 

hay  making,  the  latter  said,  “Tell  Henry  Q that  we’ll  see 

about  that.”  On  the  following  Saturday  he  did  assist  in  cut- 
ting grass  with  his  Dutch  scythe,  but  not  on  Henry  Q ’s 

farm.  This  was  the  nearest  approach  to  a strike  that  took 
place  in  those  old  Fredericksburg  days. 

After  the  use  of  wheaten  bread  became  common,  wheat 
was  brought  from  the  farmer  in  three-bushel  quantities.  It 
was  a common  feat  for  a man,  and  for  some  women,  too,  to 
lift,  unassisted,  a bag  containing  three  bushels  of  the  grain 
to  the  shoulders  and  carry  it  away.  It  was  taken  to  the  grist 
mill  by  the  mill  wagon,  drawn  by  one  or  two  horses,  wearing 
an  arch  of  three  to  five  tinkling  bells,  fastened  to  the  hames 
above  the  animal’s  withers.  Every  one  knew  the  sound  of 
the  “mill-bells.”  Two  of  these  wagons,  one  from  Grove’s 
and  one  from  Sarge’s  mill,  came  to  town  twice  a week,  on 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  the  drivers  in  white  clothes — white 
with  flour  and  “mill  dust.”  Elias  Grove,  one  of  the  Grove 
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Brothers,  sons  of  John  Grove,  the  builder  of  the  grist  mill, 
south  of  town,  often  brought  the  white  load  and  delivered 
it  to  his  patrons. 

The  other  wagon  bringing  flour  and  taking  aevay  wheat, 
was  driven  by  Joseph  Sarge.  Idis  mill  was  located  on  the 
Swatara,  about  three  miles  southwest  of  Fredericksburg,  and 
the  place  is  still  spoken  of  as  Sarge’s  mill,  though  it  has  long 
since  been  dismantled,  has  passed  through  the  hands  of  the 
County  Sheriff  several  times  under  different  owners,  and  has 
at  last  been  converted  into  a “phosphate  factory”  where 
deceased  animals  are  ground  into  commercial  fertilizers.  “To 
such  base  uses  has  it  come  at  last.” 

Another  mill-wagon  with  its  musical  bells  was  that  of 
Michael  Kohr.  His  mill  was  located  half  a mile  south  of  that 
of  Grove’s,  and  a short  distance  farther  south,  on  the  same 
stream,  was  Groy’s  mill,  which  in  later  years  was  used  to  hull 
or  shell  clover  seed.  Both  Kohr’s  and  Groy’s  were  out  of 
business  a score  of  years  before  the  close  of  the  last  century, 
and  all  traces  of  the  dams  have  vanished.  The  tintinabulation 
of  the  “mill-bells”  is  heard  no  more,  and  the  horn  of  the  mod- 
ern bread-wagon  has  taken  their  place. 

Every  Fredericksburger  had  a meal-chest,  or  a flour  bar- 
rel. a dough-trough,  or  “Bock-muld,”  and  also  bread-baskets 
made  of  rye-straw  and  hickory-splints.  These  articles  were 
kept  in  a small  room  called  the  “meal-room.”  To  this  room 
the  miller  carried  the  bag  of  meal.  The  bran  was  taken  to  the 
stable  and  there  fed  to  the  cow.  The  miller  was  always  sure 
of  his  pay,  for  he  took  toll  before  grinding  the  grain.  The 
toll  amounted  to  ten  ]ier  cent.,  and  it  was  measured  out  with 
e.  small  wooden  box  called  a “mulder-bexly,"  or  toll-box,  whicii 
was  filled  and  taken  for  each  bushel  that  was  ground.  Every 
customer  got  the  flour  of  his  own  wheat,  and  the  miller  was 
said  to  be  doing  “custom  w('»rk."  This  cust('im  has  passed 
awa\'.  A farmer  max'  still  take  a Ixig  of  wheat  to  the  mill,  but 
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he  only  exchanges  it  for  its  value  in  flour.  Every  family  hi 
those  old  days  baked  its  own  bread  in  a brick  oven.  No  home 
was  quite  complete  without  a “bake-oven.”  There  were  three 
utensils  used  in  the  process  of  baking  bread,  which  are  quite 
unknown  to  many  persons  of  the  present  day.  They  were  the 
“Back-ofa  kitch,”  the  “Back-ofa  huddle,”  and  the  “Back-ofa 
sheeser.”  The  first  of  these  was  a sort  of  long-handled  hoe 
with  which  the  live  coals  and  ashes  were  raked  or  dragged  out 
of  the  oven  after  it  was  heated — literally,  a bake-oven  catch, 
catch  having  been  corrupted  to  “kitch.”  The  second  consisted 
of  a cloth  tied  to  a long  pole,  with  which  the  oven  was  swept 
clean  of  what  the  “kitch”  failed  to  remove.  The  last — literal- 
ly, a bake-oven  shooter — was  a flat,  wooden  shovel,  also  with 
a long  handle,  which  was  used  to  convey  the  pans  containing 
the  dough  into  the  hot  oven,  as  well  as  to  remove  them  when 
baked.  The  baking  was  done  on  Friday,  as  a rule,  and  on 
the  same  day  was  baked  the  week’s  supply  of  pies.  I heard 
of  a certain  economical  housewife,  who,  when  she  was  board- 
ing the  laborers,  baked  a supply  two  weeks  ahead  in  order  to 
have  them  stale  all  the  time  and  consequently  have  them  las: 
longer. 
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lir)\.  JACOr>  L.  BICKSLER. 

In  the  year  1727  a sailing  vessel  named  the  “Friendship,’’ 
John  Davis,  master,  arrived  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  where 
it  discharged  a load  of  immigrants  from  Germany.  Among 
these  was  Peter  Bicksler,  a Swiss,  who  settled  near  the  east 
end  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  iMonroe  Valley,  in  the 
northwestern  corner  of  Berks  county.  He  died  in  1772,  and 
his  will  was  probated  in  Reading  in  the  same  year.  He  left 
.seven  children,  namely,  Peter,  Joseph.  Daniel,  Christian,  Bar- 
bara, Anna  and  Susanna. 

The  second  son,  Joseph,  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Freder- 
icksburg in  1774,  and  bought  a farm  of  over  no  acres  liaif 
a mile  east  of  the  village.  This  farm  has  been  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a direct  line  of  descendants  for  163  years.  A land 
warrant,  bearing  date  of  May  22,  1747,  was  issued  for  a tract 
of  226  acres,  and  this  included  what  is  now  the  Bicksler  farm, 
to  Abraham  Stettler,  whose  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Jo- 
se})h,  and  the  great-grandfather  of  the  present  owner,  D.  W'eb- 
ster  Bicksler.  At  Joseph's  death  his  second  son,  Daniel,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  possession  of  the  farm,  and  married  iMary  Light, 
a sister  of  John  Light,  tanner.  The  coU]de  had  three  sons 
and  seven  daughters,  as  follows ; 

.John  L.,  born  Dec.  1,  ISO."),  married  L.vdia  Bicksler. 

Heni'v,  born  Dec.  9,  1S07,  married  Anna  Kreider. 

Christina,  boin  Nov.  11,  ISll,  married  Thomas  Smith, 

Jacob  L.,  born  Jan.  .‘11.  1S14,  married  Lncetta  Hoffa. 

Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  l’7.  ISIS,  married  Daniel  Good. 

Catherine,  born  Aiir.  9,  isi^n.  married  John  Behny. 

Anna,  born  July  IJ,  1S22,  married  David  S.  Bicksler. 

Lydia,  born  Dec.  7.  IS-J."),  married  Dr.  Henry  Byerle. 

Ma.irdalena,  born  .Xpr.  17,  is-js,  ma’.  ried  John  Firestein. 
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]J)aniel  Stettler  I:>icksler,  the  father  of  this  family,  was 
h>orn  on  iNfay  14,  1774,  and  died  Nov.  28,  1832.  His  wife, 
Mary,  iiee  Light,  was  born  August  27,  1785,  and  died  Angus: 
26,  1857. 

John  L..  the  oldest  of  the  sons,  moved  with  his  family  to 
Xippenose  \ allev  in  Lycoming  county,  and  afterwards  to  Clin- 
ton county,  where  he  died.  The  Firesteins  and  the  Byerles 
moved  West.  The  rest  of  the  sons  and  daughters  lived  their 
allotted  time  in  Lebanon  and  Berks  counties. 

Jacob  I>.  Bicksler,  the  subject  of  the  accompanying  pic- 
lure,  ]3assed  his  b-oyhood  on  his  father’s  farm.  His  oppor- 
tunities for  obtaining  an  education  were  extremely  meagre. 
Lrior  to  attaining  his  majority,  his  schooling  consisted  of  three 
months’  tuition  in  a German  pay-school  at  Fredericksburg. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  left  the  farm  to  attend  a board- 
ing-school at  Easton,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  a quarter,  and 
in  1841  he  went  another  quarter  to  the  Academy  at  Myers- 
town.  By  continuing  his  studies  at  home  and  by  attending  a 
school  of  elocution  at  the  village,  kept  by  Peter  Grove  in  the 
forties,  he  fitted  himself  as  a school  teacher.  He  held  certifi- 
cates from  local  examiners,  and  in  1854  he  received  one  from 
County  Superintendent  Kluge,  stating  that  he  had  ]):i^sed  an 
c.xamination  ‘‘in  Orthography,  Reading,  Writing,  an  1 in  the 
Flements  of  English  Grammar,  Geography  and  Arithmetic, 
'fhis  is  a very  plain-looking  little  document,  printed  in  com- 
mon ty[)e  on  coarse,  white  paper,  and  iMr.  Kluge's  signature 
aj)pears  0:1  it  in  blue  ink. 

Mr.  Bicksler  taught  in  the  schoolhouse  on  the  mill-road, 
and  later  in  the  sixties  in  the  large,  new.  f(VLir-roomed  build- 
ing. 

In  1843  a tavern  license  was  granted  him,  and  he  kept  the 
hotel  on  the  southside  of  Market  .-'(piare  f'>r  one  \’car.  Whis- 
key at  that  time  was  sold  acia^ss  the  bar  at  three  cents  a 
drink.  ( )n  cine  occasion  a very  thirstx-  customer  a])i)eared  who 


* p 


.yivn^o;):  wo>4a34 

,i 


‘.P^  >tf-! 


rf  ,P 

Pi.  '/*'..  *.>*» 

T« 

N 


'•4^''''«J 

a 4„'-'p 


» '..r’ 

•;;v,  v(iu  <a  B:fi'  Ir  ■?^,‘,(}:t  ^n‘i  , fMfP:>l'Mit  rjhHtk.  hmr< ! •'■'3! 


..,  ‘ 'i* 

’ '"'''  "■^‘'  ’’■I  / 1r-wi.W("  .x'd*.  >*.f-  .{pji,f,/ji.4  *>rljf  ,.»)' 

' *'  ^ **'  '/,  'jVuMv.j.'p  ' 

;.'Jt.^  ',<:'  ,.>riflv/  .y^iftjnv  (f<>| 


" P' 


' p ■ 1'  'P  V 

}'■  1 ‘U  •'»  , , ' '■  1}  > ' jj  .'(•)  i ij  1 , 

P/;i  ' -,:  ^ 

^ i , 'i..i>(;^'. 

: i:  , ':/,a 

■:‘;i  ■’.  Iii  : 1 ;.  '.|  '/J  i fyi£. 

'■'.I'J  ^ '1'!'  >;..<{,j 

U '-.J'l. 

1 .- ' a (, (,  ,., }( f ff^ , !',,  ,1 , 

• 'Mi  'f‘  I'j  , 1 1,1,' 

,'  >'!;.  y;  >..  iP  ''‘i.f';',/J  5»4i 

■ ,.V.(^t>  , , 

,p';yvr.v'i^>'^  p; 

*■•■  l'>‘  ! ■}•})'}}  . ) a 

' ' ' ‘ ) 1 (/  •.'(!  i '■>».  1 

■'■  y;  )>M, '■)",)' 

a’l’M-;  „)h.  .)’v  •.,(  y„j,.»V 

"•'"iViy/MP  ii  ) ', 

'p:*M/y  «„'''  ppff  V .p''[ 

'EtulVv 

JS 


# I 


‘ ..  ..f , 


•:r 


• V . 

' t '. 


.rv'i  ,t’ff.i,t,- ii;,'f  ii„  l*pi/'fv.“'jjyji 
'‘’itMi  >.r^riir-Ki;  junv*  tJti  f.yHt  ui 


•ft  •.■,! 


■ i I 


,.{  I 


’ / 1 f , .'•  I I til 

' ■'  ' '*''''  ■ ‘:’'U';'  • iviii  yfi'jji ' , ;/,f{ 

‘I"'  'ftO  {Q  iooritjri 

•'1::  p i M-a/lfp  i.  Hv:  h7))'hf  ^rl  .vvihv) 

a Py.’  : f p ||?:.»>l  I'mn) 

•'I  '*•  ■ ''<•  ’/  ll;  /[  ,'yi'>rir5>ytlrv'?fjfjif:’.  yifU/oV 

' ' /'’*■  ^ ■'  .’aK7,.7,:,(>4^o  -n" 

pa  . fwf.’\Phm,i-  (0 

’■  "■'  •'  '•’■'''■■<  '■!'  '»  p .7  R ,iM  /'}(!  r 

no  MJ/J  HO{f) 
,fh(i  ’)(■,'!<}■  f?(  j'f  (,;(> 

•'  '•■'■’•  '••"'■'•  'J'*'  *••  ';•»!> ,.iU 

■it:, 


’:*/S 


' I ■'  ^ , 1 1 ■ I .'  I *■  1 1 ( 


!jiy  l(.  , p I,  yt..!,')  , , 

I, 


. .<(i|  i'i  >i7.,}:i/;!#,,  ?>/(:)  r>(  Vy'rJ  }>;«! 

■B" 


V llu  ’'/ 


rl/J  iipiy  ,bj<iri  ' ' 

' ‘ 'iy;,!']  ‘iili  )fi. 


' ' ' ■"  ■ ' ’■- 

''IH 

^ ''v  . I''-'- 

*b!. 


I - .'‘’,i 

.vd^fer 


STORIES  OF  OLD  STUMPSTOWN 


267 


filled  his  glass  to  overflowing  and  laid  down  three  large  cop- 
per pennies.  On  setting  down  his  emptied  glass  he  was  sur- 
prised to  see  the  landlord  drop  only  two  of  the  coins  into  his 
till,  while  he  pushed  the  other  one  towards  him. 

‘‘W'diat  is  that  for,”  asked  the  customer. 

"I'hat  is  your  cent,”  said  the  proprietor,  “because  whe” 
wholesale  quantities  are  taken,  the  price  is  less !” 

He  afterwards  became  an  ardent  believer  in  the  “Maine 
Liquor  Law,”  and  voted  for  its  adoption  when  the  question 
came  before  the  people  in  the  fifties  and  was  defeated  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

From  his  early  manhood  he  was  the  only  person  outside 
of  the  religious  denominations  known  as  Dunkers  who  wore 
a full  beard.  This  fact  gave  him  the  title  of  “Hairy  Jacob,” 
which  served  to  distinguish  him  from  others  of  his  kinsfolk 
bearing  the  same  name. 

He  was  of  a military  turn,  and  was  the  captain  of  a 
finely  uniformed  company  of  “light  horse  cavalry,”  whose 
headquarters  were  at  Freystown.  In  1857  he  was  commis- 
sioned by  Governor  Pollock  as  a colonel  of  militia. 

In  i860  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  became  the  first  rep- 
resentative that  was  ever  sent  from  Bethel  township  in  Leba- 
non county.  There  were  others  before  him  from  Bethel,  but 
before  Lebanon  county  was  erected. 

The  ballot  of  that  time  was  a small  three-by-two  bit  01 
])aper,  (juite  unlike  the  modern  afifair  of  barn-door  proportion.s 
which  the  sovereign  voter  now  delig'hts  in.  In  i860  it  con- 
tained the  following; 

Governoi’, 

ANDREW  G.  Ct^RTlN. 

Congress. 

.JOHN  tv.  killingp:r. 
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Senate, 

AMOS  R.  BOUOHTER. 

Asseni'bly, 

JACOB  L,  BICKSLER. 

Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 

and  Recorder  of  Deeds, 

JOHN  H.  MILLER. 

Register  of  Wills, 

HENRY  BROSS, 

Clerk  of  Orphans’  Court,. 

ANDREW  LIGHT, 

Commissioner, 

ROBERT  EVANS. 

Director  of  the  Poor, 

JOHN  E.  BOWMAN. 

Auditor, 

ULRICH  BURKHOLDER. 

The  following'  year  the  county  convention  again  nomi- 
nated him,  but  an  insurgent  faction  of  the  Repu'dicans  united 
with  the  Democrats,  formed  a fusion  ticket  aid  defeated  all 
the  “regulars.’' 

In  1842  Mr.  Bicksler  married  Lucetta,  a daughter  of  John 
Hoffa,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  with  her  had  seven  children; 
George  W.,  Mary,  John  H.  L.,  D.  Webster,  Jane  E.,  and 
Elizabeth  J.  (twins)  and  Jacob  H.  When  the  Cedar  Hill 
Cemetery  Association  was  organized  in  1871,  Jacob  L.  Bicks- 
ler  became  its  first  president,  and  on  its  grounds  he  lies  buried. 
He  died  in  1879. 
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X 

L'RE1)P:R1CKSI’,URG  too  years  ago. 

( )iie  hundred  years  ajjo  (in  i8io),  the  name  of  the  village 
was  still  unsettled.  It  was  known  as  Stump’s  Town, 
'‘Shtumpa  Shfcdcn,"  New  Town  and  Fredericksburg.  There 
was  no  postoffice  before  1826. 

There  was  no  free  school  house.  The  school  was  kept, 
and  only  German  taught,  in  the  small  log  school  building  lo- 
cated on  the  southeastern  corner  of  St.  John’s  churchyard, 
'riicre  was  only  one  church,  built  of  logs,  and  it  had  no  bell. 

Kerosene  and  other  illuminating  oils  were  unknown.  So 
were  electricity  and  gas.  Tallow  candles,  and  wrought  iron 
lamps  in  which  hog’s  fat  was  burnt,  were  in  use. 

i-'anners  raised  flax,  and  from  it  spun  warp  and  woof 
which  was  woven  on  home-made  wooden  looms  into  linen 
cloth  of  finer  and  coarser  texture.  Out  of  this  cloth  were  made 
towels,  bed-linen  and  underwear.  They  also  made  a verv 
coarse  fabric  of  the  thicker  fibres  of  the  fiax  plant,  called 
tow-cloth — “werrigich  Tuch.’’  “Half-linen,”  or  linsey-wool- 
sey, was  a cloth  made  of  linen  warp  and  woolen  filling,  or 
woof,  and  was  fashioned  into  clothino:  for  both  sexes.  Roth 
warp  and  woof  were  the  i)roduct  of  the  s])inning-whecl,  and 
the  weaving  was  done  on  small  looms.  Another  product  of 
the  hx'al  weaver  was  a heavy  woolen  bed  blanket  in  two  or 
more  bright  colors,  with  the  name  of  the  maker  and  the  vear 
. liiiio  Doiiiuii,  woven  in  English  capitals  in  one  corner,  (hue 
of  the  manufacturers  was  Emauuel  Meil\-,  and  his  name  can 
still  be  found  packed  away  in  old-fashioned  chests  and  on 
beds  of  Eebanon  count\’  guest  ro(')ms.  Ehili])  Krebs  was  a 
weaver  in  “Reamstown"  street.  These  blankets  are  heirlooms 
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in  some  families,  havin""  descended  throngii  four  or  five  or 
more  venerations,  and  they  are  hivfily  prized  by  their  owners. 

d’he  village  contained  only  two  religions  organizations, 
the  Reformed  and  the  Lutherans,  but  a mile  south  the  Men- 
nonites  were  numerous,  and  worship])ed  in  a building  of  logs, 
erected  in  1775.  It  contained  a plain  pulpit,  unpainted  wood- 
en benches,  and  was  erected  on  an  acre  of  land  donated  by 
Casper  Sherrick  in  1774. 

I'hree  miles  to  the  northwest,  at  the  foot  of  the  little 
Afonntain,  was  a large  wooden  structure  in  which  a Moravian 
congregation  worshipped.  It  was  known  as  the  “Herrn- 
huter  Schulhaus," — the  -Moravian.  Schoolhonse.  The  auditor- 
ium was  on  the  second  story,  while  the  ground  floor  was  used 
as  a dwelling  by  the  schoolmaster,  who  taught  in  it  six  days 
in  the  week  during  the  wdiiter  months. 

The  morals  of  the  town  and  vicinity  were  not  of  the  strict- 
est order,  and  the  people  were  not  all  of  the  pious  and  goody- 
good  kind  as  they  are  described  by  some  local  historians.  The 
village  people  of  Lebanon  and  neighboring  counties  were 
not  all  saints,  and  had  their  vices.  Gambling  was  not  unknown 
and  drunkenness  was  not  uncommon.  Whiskey  was  cheap, 
brawls  at  the  taverns  were  frecpient.  while  scarcely  a public 
vendue,  a political  gathering  or  a military  parade  ]}assed  off 
without  a fight.  In  later  years  one  of  the  habitual  brawlers 
of  the  vicinity  acciuired  the  nickname  of  Lully  MMgner,  and 
another,  a Light,  was  known  as  the  "Butta  UBimshcr.” 

\*ery  few  newspapers  were  brought  to  the  village,  and 
these  were  mostly  printed  in  German.  Dailies  were  unknown: 
so  were  the  magazines. 

1'he  count}’  was  nr)t  Lebanon,  but  Dauphin.  It  was  no!' 
hefo.re  1S13  that  Lc'banon  L'ount}'  was  erected. 

( )ranges  were  seen  about  twice  a vear.  When  the  mer- 
ch.'uUs  brought  new  goods  from  I 'hiladelphia  their  stock  of 
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merchandise  included  a box  of  oranges.  Bananas  were  un- 
known in  the  town. 

The  spinning-wheel  and  reel  were  in  nearly  every  home. 
The  reel  was  called  a '‘Hoshpel.”  There  were  also  ‘'wool- 
wheels.”  ‘‘Hoshpel”  was  often  applied  to  an  unsteady,  fool- 
ish fellow.  The  spinning-wheel,  the  reel  and  the  wool-wheel 
have  all  gone  out  of  business,  and  only  the  foolish,  human 
‘‘hoshpel”  remains. 

There  was  not  a mile  of  telegraph  nor  a single  trolley  car 
in  the  State,  and  the  telephone  had  not  even  been  dreamt  of  in 
Stiimpstown,  nor  in  any  other  town,  or  out  of  it. 

There  was  no  threshing  machine ; wheat  and  other  cereals 
were  threshed  with  flails,  or  tramped  out  on  the  barndoor  by 
horses.  An  able  workman  could  earn  40  cents  per  day  and 
board,  in  threshing  with  a flail  in  a farmer’s  barn  in  the  win- 
ter time,  but  he  was  obliged  to  labor  from  early  dawn  till 
dark  night. 

There  were  no  mowers,  no  reaping-machines,  no  self- 
binders.  Grain  and  grass  were  cut  with  sickles,  cradles  and 
Dutch  scythes.  The  Dutch  scythes  were  sharpened  on  a 
“Denglestock”  with  a “Denglehammer.” 

Rye-bread  was  largely  .eaten,  and  applebutter  was  a uni- 
v(  rsal  sauce.  Cherries,  apples  and  peaches  were  dried  for 
winter  use,  and  canned  fruit  was  not  known.  There  were  no 
pure  food  laws,  and  no  cases  of  ptomaine  poisoning.  So- 
called  “sanitation”  of  the  present  day  would  have  been  hoot- 
ed and  regarded  with  disgust  and  contempt. 

The  Sunday  collections  in  church  were  taken  in  a small 
l)lack,  velvet  bag.  eight  inches  in  depth,  the  top  kept  open 
by  means  of  an  iron  ring  four  inches  in  diameter,  suspended 
Irom  the  end  of  a long  pole.  The  bag  had  a small  bell  at- 
tached to  the  bottom,  to  arouse  drowsy  members  into  a sense 
of  giving.  The  coins  dropped  into  it  were  the  big  copper 
cents  of  the  time.  It  was  called  a “ K liiio;lc-Scck!y,"  which 
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means,  literally,  a tinkling'-bao'.  There  was  congregational 
singing  led  by  a “fore-singer,”  and  no  instrumental  accom- 
paniment. 

Within  the  school  house  there  were  no  wall-maps,  charts, 
globes  nor  hlaclcboards.  Goose-quills  were  in  use  instead  r.f 
steel  ])ens.  The  cost  of  tuition  was  two  cents  per  day,  and 
the  county  commissioners  ])aid  the  schooling  of  indigent  chil- 
dren. Attending  school  was  not  compulsory.  It  was  a “free" 
school,  inasmuch  as  one  was  free  to  attend,  or  not,  as  he 
pleased.  And  still  the  children  grew  up  to  useful  manhood 
and  womanhood. 

There  were  no  licensed  saloons.  Every  storekeeper  sohl 
whiskey  by  the  pint  or  quart,  and  the  price  was  six  cents  per 
pint.  Lager  beer  was  not  heard  of.  Neither  was  ice  cream. 

Cigars  could  be  bought  at  the  rate  of  four  for  a cent,  or 
twenty  cents  and  less  per  hundred,  tied  together  with  a strip 
of  corn  husk. 

There  was  not  a single  organ  or  piano  in  any  private 
house  or  church  in  Bethel  township,  and  extreir.Gy  few  within 
the  present  borders  of  our  county. 

The  writer’s  grandfather  was  a lad  of  tv;  Ive  years,  one 
of  a large  family  living  at  the  foot  of  the  so  i'.hern  slope  of 
the  Little  ^Mountain,  on  a stony,  semi-barren  farm.  Dressed 
in  home-spun  tow-cloth,  with  bare  feet,  he  crossed  the  moun- 
tain into  the  valley  to  the  north,  and  with  a native  rod.  cut  in 
the  forest,  he  fished  up  and  down  the  “ Hohl-creek,"  which 
then  abounded  in  catfish  and  i)ike,  and  in  the  evening  brought 
home  a fine  string  of  fresh  fish.  All  this  a hundred  years  ago. 
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A BIT  OF  GENEALOGY. 

THE  GRUMBINE  FAMILY. 

On  September  30,  1754,  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  ar- 
rived a fleet  of  four  emigrant-laden  ships,  the  “Richard  & 
Mary,”  Capt’n  John  Moore;  the  “Brothers,”  Capt’n  Wm. 
Muir;  the  “Neptune,”  Capt’n  Ware;  and  the  “Edinburgh,” 
under  Master  James  Russel.  According  to  Historian  Rupp, 
they  landed  nearly  a thousand  passengers,  who  had  left  the 
lands  of  their  birth  to  accept  the  invitation  extended  in  those 
days  to  the  poor  and  oppressed  to  come  to  America. 

Among  the  251  immigrants  who  disembarked  from  the 
ship  “Brothers,”  was  one  Leonhart  Krumbein  from  the  Palati- 
nate. a Lutheran,  who  made  his  way  as  far  west  as  Schaef- 
ferstown,  in  this  county.  In  his  large  family  was  a son  who 
bore  his  father’s  name  of  Leonard.  He  in  turn  raised  a 
numerous  family,  one  of  whom  received  the  name  of  Jacob, 
who  again  migrated  and  got  as  far  as  Bethel  township,  lived 
at  Jonestown  for  a year  or  more,  and  eventually  settled  on  a 
farm,  two  miles  north  of  Stumpstown.  ITe  was  the  ancestor  of 
all  of  the  Grumbines  in  the  northern  and  western  parts  of  the 
countv. 

But  Leonhart  Krumbein,  the  first,  also  had  a son  named 
Peter,  who  was  in  the  Continental  Army.  From  the  Pension 
Ihireau  at  Washington.  Survivors’  file  No.  23,756,  Revolu- 
tionary War,  it  has  been  learned  that  Peter  Krumbein  entered 
the  American  Army  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  in  1778,  and 
tliat  he  served  under  Captain  Alderbrook,  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  as  a substitute  for  his  father.  He  also  served  in 
Ca{)tain  Sibley's  com])an\-  in  Col.  Windsor's  Regiment  of  the 
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regular  army.  At  the  time  of  his  enlistment  his  residence  was 
in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.  He  must  have  been  a son  of  the 
immigrant,  and  a brother  of  Leonard  the  second,  for  he  was 
born  April  i8,  1761,  seven  years  after  the  arrival  at  Philadel- 
phia of  the  ship  ‘‘Brothers.”  On  his  return  from  the  wars, 
he  settled  in  York  county,  and  resided  in  the  town  of  Han- 
over for  sixty-five  years.  He  died  there  in  1851,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety  years. 

According  to  an  item  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  General 
at  Washington,  he  applied  for  pension  in  1832,  when  his  claim 
was  allowed.  The  last  payment  of  $2.50  per  month  was  made 
to  Peter  Grumbine,  on  September  4,  1851.  He  had  many  de- 
scendants. 

But  to  return  to  Jacob  Grumbine,  the  ancestor  of  the 
Bethel  township  branch  of  the  family. 

He  was  married  to  Anna  Maria  Brecht  in  1794,  and  the 
couple  had  13  children,  as  follows: 

i.  Micha'el,  born  In  1795;  married  Eva  Peeman. 

ii.  Elizabeth,  b.  1796;  m.  Jacob  Kleinfelter. 

iii.  John,  b.  1797;  m.  Susanna  Feehrer. 

iv.  Catharine,  b.  1798;  m.  Henry  Hauer. 

V.  Jacob,  b.  1799;  m.  Catharine  Light, 
vi.  George,  b.  1800;  m.  Mary  Peffley. 
vii.  Polly,  b.  1801;  m.  Philip  Wolf, 
vlii.  iSamnel,  b.  1803;  never  married, 
ix.  Nancy,  b.  1804;  m.  Jacob  Shugar. 

X.  Peter,  b.  1805;  m.  Catharine  Long, 

xi.  Sabina,  b.  1806;  died  in  infancy 

xii.  Susanna,  b.  1807;  m.  Samuel  Beaver. 

xiii.  Wiilliam,  b.  1809;  m.  Polly  Gebhart;  a 2d.  wife  was  Lydia 

Eisenhauer. 

d'he  second  child,  Mrs.  I'Bizabeth  Kleinfelter.  died  in  Illi- 
nois at  the  af^-e  of  ob  vears.  William,  the  youngest  of  the 
children,  notwithstanding  the  fact  of  his  lieing  number  thir- 
teen. lived  to  be  92,  while  the  majority  of  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ters arrived  at  a ripe  old  age.  Jacol),  the  father,  and  .\nn-i 
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Maria,  the  mother,  are  buried  side  by  side  near  the  centre  of 
St.  John's  church-yard;  the  former  died  in  June,  1845,  and 
his  wife  in  March,  1849. 

These  (irumbines  were  not  a warlike  people,  and  to  the 
writer’s  knowledg'e  only  two  descendants,  o-rand-children  of 
the  first  Jacob,  were  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and  one  of 
these  went  not  with  weapons  to  kill,  but  with  the  means  to 
heal  and  cure.  He  went  not  to  destroy,  but  to  save  his  fellow 
men  ; not  to  inflict  wounds,  but  to  bind  them  up.  He  ha-l 
chosen  the  noblest  of  the  three  professions,  that  of  the  allevi- 
ation of  human  suffering.  Dr.  William  Grumbine,  a son  of 
Peter,  born  in  North  Annville  township  in  1833,  a graduate 
of  Hahneman  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  class  of  i860, 
entered  the  army  early  in  1864,  as  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the 
20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  While  at  his  post  of  duty  en- 
gaged in  endeavoring  to  lessen  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  General  Phil  Sheridan’s  command,  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  enemy.  He  went  through  the  horrors  of  a 
six-months  confinement  in  the  notorious  Libbey  Prison,  and 
did  not  return  home  before  the  close  of  the  war.  He  had  be- 
gun the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Fredericksburg  in  1861, 
but  later  located  at  Ono,  whence  he  left  for  the  seat  of  war 
as  a surgeon.  After  the  rebellion  he  lived  for  some  years  at 
Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  later  he  practiced  in  partnership  with 
Dr.  Adam  Fahnestock  at  Annville,  and  last  at  Lebanon,  where 
he  died  in  1884. 

William  Feeman  Crumbein,  a son  of  Aiichael.  served  as 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  War.  after  the  close  of  which  he  lived  for 
some  years  at  I'redericksburg.  In  middle  life  he  migrated  to 
Kansas,  where  he  filled  a number  of  minor  civil  offices,  and 
where  he  died. 

John  Grumbine,  the  second  son  of  Jacob  the  first,  was 
married  to  Susanna  h'eehrer  by  the  Rev.  J.  Heinrich  A on 
llofi,  on  the  nth  of  October,  1818.  Me  was  a saddle  and 
harness-maker,  began  housekeei)ing  and  entered  upon  hi^ 
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humble  calling  in  a one-story  house  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
Market  Square,  with  a capital  of  $40.  He  was  industrious 
and  frugal,  lived  the  simple  life  of  the  time,  worked  six  days 
in  the  week  in  obedience  to  the  Mosaic  law,  remained  a 
stranger  to  strong  drink,  and  prospered.  Having  a trade,  he 
had  an  estate,  to  which,  in  the  course  of  years,  he  added  two 
houses  and  a separate  shop,  together  with  half  a dozen  small 
fields  of  fertile  land,  on  which  he  raised  nearly  all  the  neces- 
saries of  life  used  in  his  household.  Dr.  Egle,  in  his  history 
of  Lebanon  county,  says  that  it  was  ‘‘a  remarkable  fact  con- 
nected with  the  returns  of  taxables  in  Stumpstown  of  1781,” 
and  later,  that  “every  person  owned  one  cow,  and  some  two 
or  three.”  John  Grumbine  was  one  of  these  taxables.  He 
and  his  wife  had  one  child,  a son,  John  Philip  Grumbine,  who 
dutifully  followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps,  became  associated 
with  him  in  business,  and  “in  his  time  was  reckoned  good.” 

He  likewise  stuck  to  his  calling,  kept  out  of  politics,  was 
sober  and  industrious,  and  proved  an  honor  to  his  parents  and 
to  his  native  town.  In  1844  he  was  married  to  Maria  Light, 
and  with  her  had  three  sons,  two  of  whom,  Samuel  and  Lee 
L.,  entered  upon  the  study  and  practice  of  law,  and  the  old- 
est, the  writer  of  this  paper,  became  a Doctor  of  IMcdicine. 
John  P.  Grumbine  died  in  the  house  in  which  he  was  born, 
and  in  which  he  lived  for  76  years,  on  December  14th,  1895. 
He  lies  buried  in  the  cemetery  on  Cedar  Hill. 
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